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PRODUIT 
PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU British Columbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

NAME OF PROPERTY GYP0 (OLIVER SILICA QUARRY) NOM DE LA P R O P R I E T ~  
OBJECT LOCATE-D - Gyp0 claim (Lot 3098 S) , 
OBJET LOCALlSE 

49O11'45" 119O33'30" "NCERTAlNTY 300 Lat. Long. 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE Lat. Long. 

Mining Division OSOYOOS District Similkameen 
Division rnini6re District 

County Township or Parish 
comt.4 Canton ou paroisse 

~ o t  Concession or Range 
~ o t  Concession ou rang , 

Sec TP. R. 
Sect. R. Ct. 

OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCRlPTlON OF D EPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
A qua r t z  ve in  about  45 m wide and known s t r i k e  l eng th  of 

150 m occurs  i n  a  qua r t z  monzonite phase of t he  J u r a s s i c  
Ol iver  P l u t o n i c  Complex. Sulphides,  mainly p y r i t e ,  forming 
l e s s  than 1% of the  ve in  m a t e r i a l ,  a r e  concent ra ted  i n  sma l l  
pods up t o  a  few cm i n  diameter r e s t r i c t e d  t o  a t h i n  zone i n  
t he  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t he  ve in .  Apple-green f l u o r i t e  occurs  i n  
a  s e r i e s  of i r r e g u l a r  pods up t o  2 m o r  more i n  average 
diameter  d i s t r i b u t e d  along a  zone t h a t  is  of  more o r  l e s s  
uniform d i s t ance  from t h e  hangingwall.  Most concent ra te  
produced had a  p u r i t y  of g r e a t e r  than 99 p e r  cent  s i l i c a .  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The proper ty  is  loca t ed  1 mile  n o r t h  of Oliver, 800' t o  
1,200 '  west of  t he  highway, and some 20 miles  south' of 
Pen t i c ton .  I 

The Gyp0 and B a l l a r a t  claims (Lots 3098 S and 3099 S ) ,  
owned by Ol ive r  r e s i d e n t s ,  were purchdsed by The Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Company of Canada,' Limited (Cominco) i n  
1926. I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  company car r ie 'd  ou t  diamond d r i l l i n g ,  
drove a  40' a d i t ,  and shipped 254 t o n s  of  s i l i c a  f l u x  t o  t h e  
T r a i l  smel te r .  The claims were crown-lgranted t o  t h e  company 
i n  1927. Work was discont inued i n  the  f a l l  of 1929. 

I n  1941 R.C. McKay repor ted ly  shipped 43 tons of gold- 
s i l v e r  bear ing  o r e  from a smal l  vein on t h e  Gypo proper ty  t h a t  
contained s c a t t e r e d  su lphides .  Also i n  t he  e a r l y  1940 ' s  
McKay repor ted ly  shipped about 800 tons  of f ine-grained mica 
from a l e n s  a longs ide  a  l a r g e  qua r t z  v ~ i n  on another  p a r t  o f  
t h e  Gypo c la im (Report of Min i s t e r  of Mines, 1958, p. 104) .  

The I n t e r i o r  Contract ing Company, Limited, of Pen t i c ton ,  
l ea sed  t h e  proper ty  from Cominco i n  1947 and product ion i n  
subsequent y e a r s  comprised a  v a r i e t y  of products  i nc lud ing  
s i l i c a  f l u x ,  stucco-dash, roof ing  rock land pou l t ry  g r i t .  
Stucco Supply Company opera ted  the  Property under a  sub-lease 
i n  1953-54. I n t e r i o r  sub-leased t h e  proper ty  t o  P a c i f i c  
S i l i c a  Limited i n  1955 and i n t e r m i t t e n t  opera t ions  continued 
u n t i l  August 1968 when a  l a r g e  rock s l i d e  c losed  t h e  quar ry*  
Shipments from s t o c k p i l e s  continued i n t o  1972. I n  1978-80 
t h e  company processed dump m a t e r i a l  from former ope ra to r s*  
Small shipments of f l u o r s p a r  were made i n  t h e  1966-68 per iod .  
Product ion of s m a l l  tonnages of landscaping ch ips  and s i m i l a r  
products  continued i n t o  t h e  1980's by P a c i f i c  S i l i c a .  Owner- 
sh ip  of the  proper ty  changed i n  1985. 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 

P r o d u c t i o n  o f  s i l i c a ,  m a t e r i a l s  from 1926 t o  1972 i s  
e s t i m a t e d  a t  approximately  600,000 t o n s .  Shipments o f  f l u o r s p a .  
i n  1966-68 t o t a l  270 tons .  I n  1941, from 43 t o n s  o f  o r e  
s h i p p e d  from t h e  Gypo c l a i m ,  6 ounces o f  g o l d  and 78 ounces 
s i l v e r  were  recovered.  F e l d s p a r  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  l i s t e d  as 1 8  ton! 
( Index  No. 4 ,  p .  121,  BCDM) . 

MAP R EFE RE NCESIREF~RENCES CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 15-1961, K e t t l e  R i v e r ,  (wS), (Geol.) , Sc. 1":4 m i l e s ,  Geol 

Surv.  of Canada. ~ 
Genera l  geology of  t h e  Gypo d e p o s i t  area, Sc.  l":? m i l e ,  

Fig .  103,  Geolog ica l  Fie ldwork 1983, p. 247. 

#Map 82 E/4, Keremeos, (Topo.), Sc. 1:50,000. 
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