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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Mount Washington i s  loca t ed  18  miles sou th  of Campbell 
River  and l i e s  w i th in  a land  g r a n t  t o  t h e  Esquimalt and 
Nanaimo Railway Company, t h e  owner of t h e  base meta l  
occurrences;  c o n t r o l  of t h e  company was eventua l ly  acqui red  by 
Canadian P a c i f i c  Limited. 

Gold-quartz v e i n s  were discovered in t h e  e a r l y  1940's ( s ee  
92 F/14, AU 1 ) .  The s e a r c h  f o r  low-grade copper on 
t h e  lower p a r t s  of t h e  mountain began i n  t h e  1960's ( s e e  
95 F/14, CU 2 and CU 3). 

 REF.^^ 1 
R ~ F .  

High-grade copper mine ra l i za t ion  in shea r  zones n e a r  t h e  
summit of  t h e  mountain w e r e  t h e  c e n t r e  of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

rai lway company and 96 recorded claims t o  acqu i r e  t i t l e  t o 3 h e  
prec ious  metals .  Noranda Explorat ion Company Limited 
opt ioned t h e  proper ty  in 1957. Geophysical and geochemical 
surveys,  t renching  and diamond d r i l l i n g  were c a r r i e d  out  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  f u t u r e  open p i t .  

OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 1950's.  M t .  Washington Copper Co. Ltd. w a s  formed i n  1956 by 

Associated minerals or products - Gold, s i l v e r *  
Min6raux ou produits associ6s , , 

prospec tor  G.C. Murray t o  acqu i r e  a Mineral Lease from t h e  

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
Ramutsen volcanics of Triassic age oecur-oa the 

lower s lopes  o f  Mount Washington and Upper Cretaceous Naaimo 
Group sediments on the upper slopes. The core bf the 
is a T e r t i a r y  qua r t z  d i o r i t e  i n t r u s i v e .  The depos i t  mined on 
Domineer 22 claim is a n e a r  horizontal  quar&z-'filled ve in  o r  
shear  zone 7 t o  15'  t h i c k  and 250' x 606" 5n a rea .  It occurs  
n e a r  t h e  con tac t  between sedimentary beds and porphyry s i l ls .  
Yiineral izat ion in t h e  s h e a r  inc ludes  cha l copyr i t e ,  b o r n i t e ,  
c o v e l l i t e ,  a r senopyr i t e  and p y r i t e .  Explora t ion  i n d i c a t e s  a 
l i m i t e d  tonnage of o r e  grade m a t e r i a l  ex tenas  o u t  from t h e  
open p i t  b u t  t h e  s t r i p  r a t i o  p r o h i b i t s  profitable e x t r a c t i o n .  
Small, i s o l a t e d  high-grade occurrences of cha l copyr i t e  are 
randomly exposed i n  all rock types and widely d is t r ibu ted  over 
t h e  property.  They a r e  f r equen t ly  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  s t eep ly -  
d ipping  s h e a r  zones. 

Qualicum Mines Limited w i s  incorpora ted  in June 1960 by 
M t .  Washington Copper Co. (65%) and Noranda Explora t ion  (35%). 
Work i n  t h e  Domineer 22 a r e a  included an e lec t romagnet ic  
survey,  t r ench ing  and over  7,000' of d r i l l i n g .  S t r i p p i n g  w a s  
done on t h e  o r e  zone a t  t h e  4,400' e l e v a t i o n ,  $ m i l e  northwest  
of t h e  summit, t o  prepare  f o r  open p i t  product ion.  An a d i t  
j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  open p i t  was completed t o  a length 800' in 
1962. 

Mount Washington Mi l l i ng  Company Ltd. w a s  incorpora ted  in 
August 1962 by M t .  Washington Copper (50%) and Consolidated 
Woodgreen Mines Limited (50%) t o  p u t  t h e  proper ty  i n t o  
product ion;  t h e  l a t t e r  company name was changed in 1964 
Cumberland Mining Company Limited. A 600 ton p e r  day m i l l  
owned by Cumberland w a s  i n s t a l l e d  at t h e  2,400' elevation On 

t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  mountain 4.5 mi les  by road from t h e  open 
p i t .  Mining was on a seasona l  b a s i s  and s tockp i l ed  o r e  
suppl ied  t h e  m i l l  dur ing  winter months. The m i l l  w a s  pu t  i n t o  
opera t ion  in January 1965 and cont inued u n t i l  t h e  end of  March 
1967 when reserves  were dep le t ed  and t h e  company placed in 
rece ive r sh ip .  The m i l l  w a s  removed from t h e  proper ty  in 1968. 

M t  . Washington Copper resumed exp lo ra t ion  in 1970 when 
f u r t h e r  geophysical  and geochemical surveys were c a r r i e d  out .  
D r i l l i n g  in 19 72 t o t a l l e d  1,132 ' . 

. t .o .  . . . . 
Q Mineral Polic?kk%t&%%epartrn.ent of Energy, & nes and Resources, Ottawa 

Q Secteur de  la politique minkrale, ministire de I'Energie, des Mines e t  des Ressources, Ottawa 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION/HlSTOR/62UE DE LA PRODUCTION 
From January 1965 t o  March 1967 i n c l u s i v e ,  377,639 tons  of 

o r e  were mi l led .  From t h i s  o r e  4,128 02s gold ,  224,570 ozs 
silver and 7,592,186 pounds of  copper were recovered.  
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HIS TORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ( continued) 
HISTO=-QUE, DE L'ExPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

- Imper i a l  O i l  Limited opt ioned t h e  p rope r ty  i n  1973. Work 
on t h e  upper  l e v e l s  of t h e  mountain in t h e  pe r iod  1974-76 
i n c l u s i v e  inc luded  an e lec t romagnet ic  survey and diamond 
d r i l l i n g .  Heap l each ing  s t u d i e s  were in progress  i n  1 9 7 8 ~ 8 0 .  
The opt ion  w a s  given up i n  1980. The company name (Mt. 
Washington Cvpper) was changed in 3une 1983 t o  Velocity 
Development Corporation. 

Better Resources L t d  i n  1984 opt ioned  a 75% i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  p rope r ty  (M3JC 234 and ad j acen t  claims) and in 1984 
acqui red  t h e  remaining 25% i n t e r e s t  from Veloc i ty  i n  exchange 
c r , ,  cont inued 
BCI 92 F - 116 


