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NAME OF PROPERTY 
NOM DE LA  PROPRI&T~ 

PRODUIT 

COPPER CFS,EK 

TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

OBJECT LOCATE,D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

UNCERTAINTY 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

Mining Division Kamloops 
Division rniniere 

County 
Corn t6 

Lot  
Lot  

Sec 
Sect. 

TP. 
Ct. 

Lat. 50°47 '40" Long. 120046 '35" 
La t. Long. 

District Kamloops 
District 

Township or Parish 
Canton ou paroisse 

Concession or Range 
Concession ou rang 

R. 
R. 

OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION D U  GISEMENT 
The formation c o n s i s t s  of green and purple b a s a l t i c  

breccia ,  i n  a matrix of s i m i l a r  mater ia l ,  interbedaed with 
dark grey, blocky, fine-grained t u f f s .  The assemblage, which 
conta ins  severa l  diabase s i l ls ,  i s  c u t  by rus ty  weathering 
a n d e s i t i c  dykes. Apparently overlying t h e  b a s a l t i c  breccia  
a r e  p i c r i t e s  and t u f f s  which a r e  cu t  e a s t  of Copper Creek by a 
small s tock of g r a n i t i c  rock. Conglomerate, sandstone and 
sha le  of the  Nicola group under l ie  the  b a s a l t i c  breccia and 
a r e  c u t  by small bodies of g r a n i t i c  rock. 

The deposi t  c o n s i s t s  of cinnabar-bearing dolomite f i s s u r e -  
veins  occurring c h i e f l y  wi th in  and p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  wa l l s  of 
t h e  a n d e s i t i c  dykes. The andes i t e  dykes i n  general  vary i n  
width from 6 inches t o  3 f e e t .  Fault ing has been extensive 
and spread over a long time i n t e r v a l .  The dykes, which occupy 
f a u l t s ,  obviously tended t o  l o c a l i z e  t h e  l a t e r  f a u l t s  t h a t  
were followed by t h e  dolomite-cinnabar veins.  The most common 
occurrence of cinnabar is  d i s c r e t e  f laky g ra ins  wi th in  the  
vein  dolomite. It a l s o  occurs a s  t h i n  f i lms  wi th in  f i s s u r e s ,  
o r  bordering dolomite s t r i n g e r s  t h a t  occur within e i t h e r  the  
andes i t e  dykes o r ,  less f requent ly ,  t h e  wall-rock of t h e  

p . t .0 ,  .... . . ?  .. -..- Associated minerals or products 
Minefaux ou produits associks 

The property i s  located  a t  about t h e  1,700 f o o t  e l eva t ion  
Dn t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of Carabine (Copper) Creek, about one hal f  
n i l e  northwesterly from Copper Creek Sta t ion.  The claims 
extend nor th  from t h e  shore of Kamloops Lake f o r  about hal f  a 
mile. The workings, i n  t h r e e  main groups a l l  a t  approximately 
the  same elevat ion,  extend i n  a nor ther ly  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  about 
a hal f  a mile. 

The property was one of t h e  ea r ly  cinnabar d iscover ies  i n  
the-province,  having been staked i n  t h e  ea r ly  n i n e t i e s .  Inten- 
s ive  work was s t a r t e d  on t h e  claims i n  1894, and they w e r e  
taken over by t h e  Cinnabar Mining Co. of B.C. i n  1895. This 
company d id  considerable exploratory work and t h e  bulk of t h e  
production was achieved during t h i s  period although t h e  two 
r e t o r t s  erected were operated f o r  only a s h o r t  time. From 1896 
t o  1924 very l i t t l e  work was done, b u t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  year the  
property was reopened by Mr. J. Fleetwood Wells who operated i t  
f o r  t h r e e  years and produced about 5 f l a s k s  of mercury. 

Very l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  work was done on the  property u n t i l  
1940 when i t  was acquired by Kamloops Mercury Mnes Ltd. Some 
surface  s t r i p p i n g  was done and a shor t  a d i t  driven. From 1941 
t o  1943 F.L. Gorse prospected t h e  property, erected two r e t o r t s  
and produced a small amount of mercury. 

The showing has been prospected by numerous trenches and 
shor t  a d i t s .  The main workings c o n s i s t  of about 2,000 f e e t  of 
d r i f t  and crosscut  and about 300 f e e t  of r a i s e .  About 1,200 
f e e t  of diamond d r i l l i n g  was done on t h e  Yellow Jacket  claim 
by t h e  Cinnabar Mining Co . 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 
From 1896 t o  1943, 11,168 pounds of mercury were shipped 

from this proper ty .  
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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (cont inued)  

dykes.  The g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  m e t a l  recovered appa ren t ly  
was .ob ta ined  from one pocket  which i s  r ep re sen t ed  by a 
s toped  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  a c u t e  a n g l e  between two highly-  
a l t e r e d  a n d e s i t e  dykes i n  t h e  s o u t h e r l y  workings.  The rocks  
and v e i n  matter i n  which no cinnabar  i s  v i s i b l e  a s s a  s from 
.002 t o  .02 pe rcen t  mercury. E ight  a s says  o f  t h e  do%mlte 
v e i n  material ranged from n i l  t o  3 . 2  pe rcen t  mercury. The 
h igh  grade  veins a r e  g e n e r a l l y  small, s c a t t e r e d ,  and o f t e n  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  fol low.  


