
PRODUCT COAL rr iuvI I \Lk U K  . l l X l t l  

TERRITORY 
I 

'- 

NAME OF PROPERTY GOATHORN CREEK (DOCKRILL) 

OBJECT LOCATED - NO, 2 mine. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 100. Lat. 54'37'25" Long. 127008' 20" 

Mining Division Ominecs District Range 5 h a s t  

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

Bulkley Valley Col l i e r ies ,  Limited. 

DES%bP%~~k$!Fc!%?~?kki comprises a r e l a t i ve ly  small area undel 
- lain by sediments which a r e  considered t o  be par t  of the  Bowsel 
Group of Late Jurass ic  and Early Cretaceous age. This thin- 
bedded, l en t i cu l a r ,  sedimentary s e r i e s  cons i s t s  of interbedded 
mudstones, sandstones, end coal seams. These rocks a r e  fau l ted ,  
p a r t i a l l y  eroded, and t o  a considerable extent overlain by 
g l ac i a l  material  so tha,t bedrock is not well exposed. Nost of 
t he  beds d ip  a t  low t o  moderate angles t o  the  northeast ,  but 
l oca l l y  they diverge considerably from tha t  a t t i t ude .  A number 
of dykes in t rude these rocks. Coal seams range up t o  14 f e e t  
and possibly more i n  thickness. MacKay (1946) c l a s s i f i e s  t he  
Telkwa f i e l d  coal a s  high-grade high-volatile "A" bituminous, 
having a c a l o r i f i c  value of 13,160 B.T.U. per pound. 

A sample taken by Leach, 1906, from a 14 foot seam gave t he  
following analysis:  moisture: 6.6%; v o l a t i l e  combustible matter  
29.0$; f ixed carbon, 56.9%; ash, 7.5%. 

MacKay (1946) f o r  the  Royal Commission on Coal estimated thc 
probable recoverable coal i n  the  Telkwa coal f i e l d  a t  2,240,000 
tons . 
Associated minerals or products of value 
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H'%TeO 5TooflM$P1L,0 R,3,Tt',O,N,kN,? !E,VUZL?KF ~ ~ J o o  foot  el eva- 
t i on  on Goathorn (Goat) Creek, 6 miles southwest of Telkwa, 
and includes Lots  388-392 and 401, each 1 sauare mile i n  
area. Production t o  1970 has come from the  o .  1 and No. 3 
mines, on t he  eas t  s ide  of the  creek on Lot 391, and from 
No. 2 and Eo. 4 mines, on t he  west s ide  of the  creek on Lot 
4019 and from s t r i p  mining on Lot 401. 

The Cassiar Coal Development Company, Limited, ca r r ied  
out open cu t t i ng  and s t r igp ing  operations on the  property 
i n  1905-06. Work was suspended i n  1307 t o  await a decision 
on the  locat ion of the  Grand Trunk Pacif ic  Railway. 

The property was acquired by the  Br i t i sh  Columbia Coal 
and Land Company, Limited, which was incorporated i n  Uay 
1918. I n  1930 F.U. Dockrill obtained a l e a se  on Lots 391 
2nd 401, which provided f o r  mining on a royal ty  bas is .  
P r o d ~ c t i o n  began l a t e  i n  t h e  year i n  what was l a t e r  t o  be 
designated t he  No. 1 mine. Operations were reported i n  1931, 
1934, end 1936. The conpan3 char te r ,  Br i t i sh  Columbia Coal, 
was surrendered i n  1930. 

M r .  Dockrill  and associa tes  i n  March 1937 incorporated a 
pr ivate  company, Bulkley Valley Col l i e r ies ,  Limited, t o  
acquire Lots 388-392 and 401, and t o  ca,rry out mining, 
reportedly on a royalty basis .  The company apparently 
acquired ownership of the  property a t  a l a t e r  date. In  June 
1944 p i l l a r  extract ion was completed and No. 1 mine aband- 
oned. Development of  No. 2 mine began i n  1943. Also i n  
t ha t  year d r i l l i n g  i n  9 holes on the  north par t  of Lot 401 
was carr ied out by the  hergency Coal Production Board o f  
t he  Federal Government. No. 2 mine was i n  production annu- 
a l l y  u n t i l  abandoned i n  March 1954. Development of No. 3 
mine began i n  1950 and it  produced u n t i l  closed i n  March 
1354. In  October 1953 a s t r i p  mine was begun on Lot 4C1 on 
t h e  west bank of the  creek about 700 yards north of No. 2 
mine. S t r i p  mining was completed i n  March 1954 and an under- 
ground extension of the  s t r i p  mine (NO. 4 mine) was put i n to  
production. Production from No. 4 continued u n t i l  March 
1966. S t r i p  mining was then ca r r ied  out about 1,000 f e e t  
north of Bo. 4 mine. 

Luscar Sales Limited operated the  property from August 
1, 1967. 

Forestburg Col l i e r ies  Limited optioned the  property i n  
1968 and s t r i p  mining operations continued. Ex l o r a t  ion 
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ISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
During t h e  per iod  1930 t o  1370 approximately 425,000 

;ons of  coa l  were shipped from t h i s  property.  
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NAME OF PROPERTY 
HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) 
work by rotary  d r i l l i n g  i n  1969 located addi t ional  reserves 
on Lot 401. The option was terminated i n  Yiarch 1970 and 
Bulkley Valley continued t he  s t r i p  mining operation. No 
coal was produced i n  1971 while exploration mas carr ied out 
on Lots 389, 391, and 401. 

Bulkley Valley Coal Sales Limited, a subsidiary of 
Bulkley Valley Col l i e r ies ,  took over a s  operator i n  1972. 
The remaining avai lable  open p i t  coal was mined during the 
year. An a d i t  was begun i n  1973. 
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