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TERRITORY 

NAME OF PROPERTY McNEIL 

O B J E C T L O C A T E P ~ C N ~ ~ ~  workings, south edge of  Lot 223. 

UNCERTAINTY I N  METRES 100. kat. 54'38'17'' Long. 127°07''jO'" 

Mining Division h i n e c ~  District Range 5 Coast- 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESGEAP~Q@wPFcS,EPA%lTd comprises a r e l a t i v e l y  small  a r e a  undel 
l a i n  by sediments which a r e  considered t o  be part of  t h e  Bowser 
Group of Late  J u r a s s i c  and Ear ly  Cretaceous age. This  th in-  
bedded, l e n t i c u l a r ,  sedimentary s e r i e s  c o o s i s t s  of interbedded 
mudstones, sandstones,  and c o a l  seams. These rocks  a r e  f a u l t e d ,  
p a r t i a l l y  eroded, and t o  a cons ide r sb l e  ex t en t  o v e r l a i n  by 
g l a c i a l  m a t e r i a l  s o  t h a t  bedrock i s  not  wel l  exposed. Most of  
t h e  beds d i p  a t  low t o  moderete ang le s  t o  t h e  northwest ,  b u t  
l o c a l l y  they  d ive rge  cons iderably  from t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  A number 
of  dykes i n t r u d e  t h e s e  rocks.  Coa,l s e a s  range up t o  14 f e e t  
and poss ib ly  more i n  th ickness .  NacKay (1946) c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  
Telkwa f i e l d  coa l  as high-grade h igh -vo la t i l e  "A" bituminous, 
having  a c a l o r i f i c  va lue  o f  13,160 B.T.U. pe r  pound. 

According t o  Dickson (1941) two samples t e s t e d  i n  1926, 
presumably from t h e  McNeil mine, ha,d good coking q u a l i t i e s .  An 
approximate a n a l y s i s  of t h e  coa l  gave t h e  fol lowing:  g o i s t u r e ,  
0.808; v o l a t i l e  combustible ma t t e r ,  28.20F; f i x e d  carbon, 
62.60%; ash ,  8 .do$; su lphur ,  1.80%. 

Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The p rope r ty  covers  t h e  lower ends of  Tenas ( ~ u d )  and 

Goathorn (Goat) Creeks, 5 miles  southwest of  Telkwa. I n  
1926 t h e  proper ty  cons i s t ed  of  4 l o t s ,  Nos. 222, 223, 224, 
and 226, each 1 square mi l e  i n  a rea .  The main workings 
were a t  t h e  south  edge of  l o t  223. 

The Grand Trunk B.C. Coal Company, Limited, incorpora ted  
February 1910, acqui red  ground on t h e  Telkwa r i v e r  and on 
Bud and Coet creeks.  Explora t ion  work i n  l 9 l O  included 2 
s h o r t  a d i t s  on Nud creek ,  and an at tempt  t o  d r i v e  a s l o p e  
a d i t  on a 9 f o o t  Sean? on Goat creek. P repa ra t ions  f o r  
diamond d r i l l i n g  were r e ~ o r t e d .  

I n  1917 J. Ashman became sware t h a t  some s e c t i o n s  of 
l and  i n  t h i s  a r e a  were vacant ,  and t h e s e  were acqui red  f o r  
a synd ice t e  of  P r ince  Rupert and Telkwa i n t e r e s t s .  An 
exp lo ra t ion  a d i t w a s  dr iven  on a coa l  seam on Mud creek 
du r ing  t h e  win te r  of 1917-18, and coa l  shipments began i n  
t h e  fa l l  of  1918. The synd ica t e  members incorpora ted  
Telkwa C o l l i e r i e s ,  Limited, i n  December 1918. Seasonal 
ope ra t ions  were c a r r i e d  on through 1919. I n  1920 t h e  prop- 
e r t y  was l e s s e d  t o  J.M. G i l l e s p i e ,  who had managed t h e  
ope ra t ions  f o r  t k e  company, and t h e  mine opera ted  f o r  5 
months of  t h e  year .  The mine w a s  i d l e  i n  1921, bu t  t h e  
l e s s e e  resumed work i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1922 when a new 
a d i t  was d r iven  h ighe r  up Mud creek.  

I n  1923 Jack IVicBeil, one o f  t h e  members t h s t  formed 
t h e  company, acqui red  a working agreement t o  ope ra t e  t h e  
property.  Mining ope ra t ions  were begun i n  a new a d i t  on 
Goat Creek. The mine opera ted  each year ,  except dur ing  t h e  
summer months, u n t i l  March 1330 when t h e  workings were 
abandoned. The company c h a r t e r  w a s  sur rendered  i n  1932. 
Res tora t ion  of t h e  c h a r t e r  was app l i ed  f o r  i n  1934 bu t  no 
f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  was repor ted .  
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ISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
During t h e  per iod  1918-1930, approximately 13,000 long  

ions (2,240 l b s .  ) of coa l  were shipped from t h i s  property.  
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