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NAME OF PROPERTY TELKWA RIVER (AVELING) 

OBJECT LOCATED - Bet ty  seam workings. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 100. Lat. 54'39' 20'' Long. 127°1~ '18 ' '  

Mining Division Omineca District Range 5 Coast 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The T e l k ~ a  c o a l f i e l d  comprises a  r e l a t i v e l y  small  a r e a  

unde r l a in  by sediments which a r e  considered t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Bowser Group of  La te  J u r a s s i c  and Ea r ly  Cretaceous age. This  
thin-bedded, l e n t i c u l a r ,  sedimentary s e r i e s  c o n s i s t s  of i n t e r -  
bedded mudstones, sandstones,  and coa l  seans. These rocks  a r e  
f a u l t e d ,  p a r t i a l l y  eroded, and t o  a cons iderable  e x t s n t  over- 
l a i n  by g l a c i a l  m a t e r i a l  s o  t h a t  bedrock i s  not  we l l  exposed. 
Most of t 3 e  beds d i p  a t  low t o  moderate angles  t o  t h e  no r theas t !  
bu t  l o c a l l y  they  d ive rge  cons iderably  from t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  

I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t 3 e  workings t h e  Bet ty  seam s t r i k e s  N50°V 
(mag.) and d i p s  about 1 4 O  no r theas t .  The seam a s  exposed i n  thc 
d e c l i n e  i n  1941 shoved t h e  fo l lowing  sec t ion :  c o a l ,  2  f t . ;  hard  
s h a l e ,  1.5 inches ;  coa l  (blacksmith) ,  3.3 f t .  ; p a r t i n g ;  coa i  3.5 
f t . ;  s h a l e ,  1.5 i cches ;  coa l ,  3.66 ft . ;  s h a l e ,  8 inches ;  c o a l ,  
4 f t .  

The Major seam where exposed showed a 3 and a  4 f o o t  width 
of coa l  separa ted  by an  8 inch  bed of sha le .  

see Card 2 .... 
Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The proper ty  is  l o c a t e d  on t h e  Telkwa River ,  6 mi l e s  

southwest of  t h e  v i l l a g e  09 Telkwa, and inc ludes  Lots  221, 
230, and 237, each 1 squa.re mi l e  i n  area.  The workings 
a r e  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r ,  on t h e  Be t ty  and Major 
s e a s ,  on Lot 230. 

Prospec t ing  of  ground i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  i n  1904 was 
apparent ly  c a r r i e d  out  by The Skeena Development Syndicate ,  
Limited, o f  London, ,??gl?,nd. Coal a r e a s  were r epo r t ed ly  
h e l d  i n  1905-06 under t h e  name Kitimat Deveiopment Syndi- 
c a t e ,  and some s t r i p p i n g  c a r r i e d  out .  

The Bulkley and Telkwa Valley Coai Company, Limited, 
h e l d  t h e  proper ty  i n  1911 and put down s e v e r a l  h o l e s  with 
a  Keystone d r i l l .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1920 ' s  t h e  proper t2  was owned by a  Major 
Aveling and assoc is , tes ,  o f  England. A 5 y e a r  l e a s e  on t h e  
proper ty  was acqui red  i n  1920 by J.M. G i l l e s p i e  and J. 
Xilson. Mining ope ra t ions  began on t h e  Bet ty  seam by the  
end of t h e  yea r  and cont inued f o r  5 months du r ing  1921 and 
u n t i l  Apr i l  1922 when t h e  mine closed.  

The Skeena Development Syndicate ,  Limited, he ld  Lots  
221, 230, zn3 237 from about 1926, however, l i t t l e  develop- 
ment work was repor ted  u n t i l  1934 when 2 a d i t s  were Zriven 
and t h e  proper ty  readied  f o r  production. Due t o  t ranspor-  
t a t i o n  and n a r k e t i n g  problems l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  development work 
was done u n t i l  1938 when 120 t o n s  o f  coa l  were shi2ped. I n  
1939 the  proper ty  was h e l d  under t h e  name EZt-gemont Develop- 
ment Syndicate  and about 100 t o n s  of  coa i  were shipped. 

I n  J u l y  1940 t h e  Aveling Coal Company, Limited, was 
incorpora ted  t o  acqu i r e  t h e  property.  A s i n g l e  l i n e  a e r i a l  
tram was b u i l t  a c ros s  t h e  Telkwa River and product ion began 
from t h e  B e t t y  seam, where an  a d i t  was extended t o  200 f e e t .  

The p rope r ty  was taken over  i n  Movernber 1942 by 
i n t e r e s t s  vrho i n  January 1943 incorpora ted  t h e  Telkoal  
Company, Limited. During 1943 t h e  s lope  e n t r y  on t h e  Bet ty  
sea% was extended t o  420 f e e t .  An a d i t  d r iven  on t h e  Xajor  
Sean i n t e r s e c t e d  an  o l d  s t r e a n  channel and t h a t  p r o j e c t  was 
abandoned. A new b r idge  a c r o s s  t h e  Telkwa r i v e r  was 
completed i n  1942 al lowing f o r  product ion on a  l a r g e r  s c a l e .  
Diamond d r i l l i n g  was c a r r i e d  out  i n  1943 by t 5 e  Ehergency 
Coal ?roclaction Board of t h e  Federa l  Government. The mine 
c losed  i n  September 1945 fo l lowing  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of  coa l  
o r d e r s  by t h e  Armed Forces. 

s e e  Card 2 .... 
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IISTORY OF PRODUCTION 

During t h e  per iod  1921-1945 approximately 44,000 t o n s  of  
o a l  were shipped from t h i s  property.  
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NAME OF PROPERTY T ~ K W A  RIVER (ATESING) 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT (continued) 

MacKay (1946), i n  t he  Report of the  Royal Commission on Coal, 
c l a s s i f i e s  t he  ' Pe lha  area coal a s  high-grade high-volatile "Att 
bituminous, having a c a l o r i f i c  value of 13,160 B .T .u. / lb .  

HISTORY OF EXPLOSATION AND DEVELOPMFST (continued ) 
Bulkley Valley Col l i e r ies ,  Limited, subsequently 

acquired the  property. Forestburg Col l i e r ies  Limited 
optioned t he  Sulkley Valley property i n  1968. During 1969 
exgloratory ro ta ry  d r i l l i n g  was carr ied out on Lots 221 
and 230. The option was terminated i n  March 1970. Bulk- 
l e y  Valley ca r r ied  out f u r the r  exploration on Lots 221 and 
230 i n  1971. 
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