
.PRODUCT COAL PROVINCE OR Brit  
TERRITORY 

NAME OF PROPERTY K I N G  GETHING ( GnHING) 

OBJECT LOCATED - NO. 1 mine ad i t .  

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 100. Lat. 55°'j8147" Long. 122'06 '40" 

Mining Division Liard District Peace River 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

- - 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The coal seams occur i n  t he  lower par t  of t he  Gething 

Formation (Lower Cretaceous) which dips  13 t o  35 degrees east- 
e r l y  and f o m s  par t  of the  eastern limb of the  Bullhead ant i -  
c l ine .  The King seam a s  exposed i n  No. 1 and 2 mines i s  5.2 
f e e t  th ick,  including a 0.3-foot shale  parting. I n  t he  No. 3 
mine a typical  sect ion i s  a s  follows: Coal, 1 foot  7 inches; 
i n f e r i o r  coal ,  9 inches; coal ,  4 f e e t  3 inches; clay ironstone, 
8 inches; bottom coal ,  1 foot  6 inches. The clay ironstone and 
the  bottom coal.were not mined. The coal is c l a s s i f i ed  a s  low 
v o l a t i l e  bituminous. 

Associated minerals or products of value 

'KB-124 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The property is located on the  eas t  s ide  of Portage 

Mountain, on t he  north s ide  of Peace River canyon, some 7 
miles southwest of Hudson Hope. The King Gething No. 1 and 
2 mines a r e  located a t  approximately 2,800 f e e t  elevation 
on t he  north and south banks respectively of a small creek 
known loca l ly  a s  "Loretta" o r  "Kingt1 creek. The No. 3 mine 
is  located a t  approximately 2,300 f e e t  elevation a mile 
south of No. 1 and 2 mines on t h e  west hal f  of Lot 1039. 

Prospecting by Q.F.  i in^) Gething of Hudson Hope i n  
1940 l e d  t o  t h e  discovery of a coal seam exposed i n  t h e  creek 
bed about l + m i l e s  north of t he  Peace Siver. An a d i t  (No. 1 
mine) was driven on t he  north bank of the  creek f o r  about 70 
feet .  Rooms driven from the  a d i t  a l l  encountered surface 
gravel and l i t t l e  fu r ther  work was done f o r  several  years. 
The construction of t he  Alaska Highway i n  the  ear ly  1940's 
expanded t he  loca l  market f o r  coal. Development work re- 
sumed i n  1943 i n  t he  main a d i t  and a counter a d i t  driven 30 
t o  40 f ee t  up dip. A coal l icence f o r  t h i s  property was 
granted t o  M r .  Gething i n  1945. I n  1946 a f a u l t  was in ter-  
sected a t  a distance of 540 f e e t  i n  the  main a d i t ,  and i n  
t h e  l a s t  2 rooms opened, and t he  mine was abandoned. 

To reach t he  same seam a t  a lower level  No. 2 mine was 
begun on the  south bank of the  creek i n  1947. A slope a d i t  
was driven from a point about 100 f e e t  southeast of the  
por ta l  of No. 1 mine. A t  100 f e e t  down, t he  slope connected 
with a drainage leve l  which had been driven from t h e  surface 
a t  t he  elevation of the  t i pp l e  f loor .  From the  in te r sec t ion  
a l eve l  was driven southeasterly f o r  about 150 f e e t  and 3 
r a i s e s  s tar ted.  A shale  par t ing 1 t o  3 inches th ick i n  the  
seam a t  the  entry  had a t ta ined a thickness of 2 f e e t  a t  the  
face  and fur ther  work on the  seam was not warranted. The 
No. 2 mine closed i n  April 1949. 

Surface prospecting l ed  t o  t he  discovery of a coal out- 
crop about 2 mile south of No. 1 and 2 mines on the  west hal f  
of Lot 1039. No. 3 mine was begun on t h i s  seam i n  April 
1949. Small sca le  mining operations were ca r r ied  on u n t i l  
1964 when t he  lack of markets closed out the  operation. The 
mine had been developed by a main l eve l  t ha t  had reached a 
length of 1,257 f e e t  by 1956, and by an upper l eve l  about 
700 f ee t  i n  length,  330 f e e t  up d ip  from the  main leve l .  A 

s e r i e s  of 20 foot rooms were developed from the  main leve l  
a t  50 foot centres.  
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Mineral Development Sector, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottaw 

noa32 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Incomplete production f igures  f o r  t he  No. 3 mine f o r  the  

period 1949-1963 ind ica te  t h a t  s l i g h t l y  more than 21,000 tons 
of  coal were shipped. (Ref. Reports of Minister of Mines, 
B r i t i sh  Columbia). 
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NAME O F  PROPERTY KING GElPHIWG (GETHIBG) HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPb4ENT (continued) 

Cinnabar Peak Nines Ltd. by a May 1969 option agreement 
acquired from Lloyd, Lawrence, and Quentin Gething, 
administrators of t he  Estate of Cornelius Gething, t he  
northwest quar ter  of Lot 1039, Lot 276 i n  the  v i c in i t y  of 
No. 1 and 2 mines, and a number of cl8ims south of t he  
Peace Biver canyon. Diamond d r i l l i n g  was done i n  3 holes 
i n  t he  v i c in i t y  of Lot 276. 


