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DESCR IPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
On t h e  Nation River, from t h e  mouth of Ph i l ip  Creek down- 

stream f o r  about 4 m i l e s ,  low ly ing  gravel  benches of very 
g rea t  extent  f lank both banks of the  r i v e r .  The p lace r  
occurrences a r e  the  numerous b a r s  which f l ank  these  benches. 
Prospectors have worked these  benches only f o r  a few f e e t  
instream. Where t e s t e d  the  benches a r e  composed of about 23 
t o  4 f e e t  of barren sand overlying about 1 foo t  of gravel  j u s t  
above water-level.  Three pans (gravel  only) indica ted  values 
of 224 , $1.15, and 57$ pe r  cubic yard. 

On P h i l i p  Creek, gravels  overlying rock benches a t  t h e  
head of t h e  canyon were worked t o  a considerable extent  many 
years  ago, bu t  no r e a l l y  extensive p lace r  deposi ts  were found 
i n  the  val ley .  

On Wheel Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  of P h i l i p  Creek, o ld  workings 
extend f o r  about mile along t h e  banks of t h e  creek. The 
deposits  occurred a s  low-lying gravel  benches immediately 
adjacent  t o  the  creek. The gold was found on a f a l s e  bedrock 
of g l a c i a l  c lay  which under l ies  the  gravel .  

Platinum has been found i n  severa l  places i n  t h e  gravels  
of the Nation? Parsnip and Findlay Rivers. I n  every occurrence 
t h e  p l a t i  um i s  {resent $n mych smalJer amounts.t+n gold and 
In many pfaces t e quant i ty  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n e g l l g ~ b l e .  
Assoc~ated rn~nerals or products - platinum. . 
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Gold occurrences have been found on the  Nation River from 
i ts  junction with the  Parsnip River upstream f o r  a d is tance  of 
about 50 m i l e s  t o  the  v i c i n i t y  of Rainbow Creek, a nor ther ly  
flowing t r i b u t a r y .  P h i l i p  Creek, another nor ther ly  flowing 
t r i b u t a r y ,  en te r s  t h e  Nation River about 30 m i l e s  above i t s  
mouth. 

The Nation River has been prospected i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  s ince  
the  1890's. I n  1929 George Sne l l  & associa tes ,  of ~anderhoof ,  
held 3$ m i l e s  of l eases  on t h e  Nation River and P h i l i p  Creek. 
Some gold was produced during the  1930's. 

I n  1949 Boise, fdaho i n t e r e s t s ,  under the  name Nation River 
P ro jec t ,  held l e a s e s  on t h e  Nation River. D r i l l i n g  was done on 
the  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  river a shor t  d i s t ance  below the  Sixty- 
f i v e  Mile Creek junction;  several holes were put  down t o  test 
depth t o  bedrock and average values i n  gold. 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORI~UE DE LA PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion  from t h e  Nat ion River ,  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  

1931-40, is  180 ounces of p l a c e r  gold.  

MAP R E F E  RENCESIRLFLRENCES CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 11-1961, P ine  Pass ,  (Geol.) , Sc. 1":4 m i l e s .  

Map 93 0,  P i n e  Pas s ,  (Topo.), Sc. 1:250,000. 
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