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NAMEOFPROPERTY ~ U ~ y S ~ , P E A C E R I V E R C O A L M I N E  

OBJECT LOCATED - Mine symbol on Fig. 11. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 300. Lat. 56001' Long. 122O11' 40" 

Mining Division Lia rd  District Peace River  

County Township or Parish 

Lot  Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The mine was developed i n  t h e  h!urray seam i n  t h e  lower p a r t  

of t h e  Lower Cretaceous Gething Formation. A s e c t i o n  ac ros s  the 
seam was r epor t ed  a s  follows: r o o f ,  sha l e ;  shale-band 3 inches  
which p a r t s  r e a d i l y  from t h e  main roof:  coa l  2 f t . ;  clay- 
i rons tone  band 4.5 inches;  coa l ,  2 f t .  3 inches ;  c lay-ironstone 
band 6 inches ;  coa l  2 f e e t ; f l o o r ,  sha le .  An a n a l y s i s  of t h e  
coa l  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Colwnbia Dept. o f  Mines gave t h e  following: 
mois ture ,  1.5%; v o l a t i l e  ma t t e r ,  19.3$; f ixed  carbon, 72.7%; 
a sh ,  6.5%; B.T.U. content  13,830 p e r  pound. 

Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
This  proper ty  comprised Lots  1025 and 1026 on t h e  west 

s i d e  o f  Portage Mountain nea r  t h e  head of t h e  Peace River 
canyon. The workings a r e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  
n e a r  t h e  Bennett Dam. 

A number o f  coa l  mining l e a s e s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  were 
h e l d  by a Syndicate  formed by George Aylard, Nei l  Gething, 
and R.F. Green from p r i o r  t o  1923. An a d i t  was apparent ly  
d r iven  on t h i s  coa l  seam by t h e  Syndicate.  The seam w a s  
uncovered i n  1943 i n  a t r ench  excavated on t h e  edge o f  t h e  
h igh ,  e a s t  Canyon w a l l ,  j u s t  south of  Larry Creek. Peace 
River  Coal Mines, Ltd.,  incorpora ted  February 1944, l e a s e d  
t h e  proper ty  from t h e  Aylard Es t a t e .  The mine, known a s  
t h e  Canyon No. 1 mine, was developed from a 7 degree d e c l i n e  
d r iven  f o r  178 f e e t .  Two l e v e l s  were dr iven  e a s t  from t h e  
main s lope ,  t h e  lower l e v e l  some 980 f e e t  and t h e  upper 
l e v e l  832 f e e t ,  t o  provide acces s  f o r  room and p i l l a r  mining. 
One of t h e  openings, No. 6 i n c l i n e ,  was dr iven  through t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o c .  Uining ope ra t ions  cont inued u n t i l  
J u l y  1951 when t h e  mine was c losed  and abandoned. 

Because of  i ts  proximity t o  t h e  Portage Mountain dam s i t e  
t h e  mine was re-opened i n  1962 and t h e  main t ravelways and 
s lopes  retimbered. I n  1962 t h e  mine passageways and rooms 
were completely f i l l e d  wi th  washed sand. 



IISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Product ion t o  t h e  end of  1947 w a s  repor ted  a t  7,935 t o n s  

Ref. Memoir 259). 
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