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This is the supplement report to the summary of prospecting activities as 
required by the Prospectors Assistance Program and provides details of 

prospecting and mining activities on Cherry Creek in the Vernon Mining 
Division, McConnell Creek in the Omineca Mining Division, and various Creeks 

in the Atlm Mining Division. 

PRIMARYPROJECTLOCAZTON 

PC 322921 is located on Mona&e Creek about 35 km East of the 

village of Lumby via Highway 6 in the Vernon Mining Division. From the bridge 
on the South Fork Road at Monashce Creek, go 95 meters, turn North on the 

logging trail, then go 210 m to post #1, which is on the East side of the trail, 
approximately 30 m from ihe c-k. Pod #2 is located 325’ Northmst, 

approximately 920 m from Post #l, and 50 m West of the creek. 

Due to the late spring in 1996 I was not able to start prospecting os 

planned since there was still snow on the ground in April. 

I transported my equipment to the claim on May 21-23. My equipment 

consisted of a 580 Case backhoe, a portable test trammel, a tool and storage 

trailer, a travel trailer, a hopper with an 8 meter conveyor feeder and grizzly. 
May 24 and 25 was spent setting up camp for my and my wife’s stay at P.C. 
322921. 

All my testing sites were recorded on the attached map, and they 

correspond to the actual test sites in the field. 
During testing I located the area that had not been worked previously 

(by old-timers), mostly because it’s location on a bench 60 meters above 
Mona&we Creek. This location hadn’t bean worked mostly due to the fact 

that the water was far away, but with 120 meters of hose and a 3” Honda 
pump, that problem will be wily solved. This promising location is in the 
South Western corner of the claim (test sites 13 - 18). The depth of the 
gravel (to the bedrock) is between 2 and 4 meters. The results from the 
first few test holes weren’t very promising, but as I progressed, it got 

better, ond the best results wens obtained from test site #15, when I 
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recovered 16.5 grains of gold from f3 meter of gravel. This bench deposit 

wasn’t very large, but it would have kept me working for the whole season, 
and provide reasonable wages. &Ad at this location was relatively fine, 

except for a few coarse pieces, and was distributed evenly throughout all the 
gravel. 

The following is a detailed daily report of prospecting activities on P.C. 
322921 on Monoshee Creek. 

TueslrRy, /Hay 21 

we&?e*, May 22 
fiurxby, May 23 

These days were spent bringing the equipment and supplies to the 
CklitlL 

Friaby. May 24 
Safuroby, May 25 

Friday and Saturday were spent setting up camp, and preparing the 
working site for operation. 

MonaQy, Mw 27 

Test site #l is located approximateh 30 m from the creek, at the end 

of the clearing, just before the creek enters a steep narrow valley, which has 

exposed bedrock on both sides. The interesting feature is that on the West 
side, the bedrock is composed of shiest and on the East side, is of a granite 

origin. I dug test hole #l in an old water ditch to the depth of 3 m. There 
was no topsoil, except for some moss on top of 30 cm of coarse tailings. 
Below that was 1.3 m of well washed gmvel, with all rocks being of a uniform 
size. The kwt 30 cm of gravel did contain some larger rocks, but I was 
pretty sure that I was digging this hole in somebody’s old tailings. I 

processed l3 m of gravel through the test trommel and recovered 3 larger 

flakes weighing 5.5 grains and very few small flakes (there was some black 

sand present), C!osed and leveled the hole. 



This test hole is located 25 m East of test hole #l, at what appears to 

be the end of old coar~ tailing piles. I dug through 30 cm of coarse PO&S 

mixed with some topsoil, underneath that was nice riverwashed gravel to the 

depth of 1.3 m, mixed with some larger boulders up to 60 cm in dkuneter. I 
carried l3 m of gmvel to the trommel (approximately 150 m away) and 
recovered 4 grains of gold, most of it being very fine specks, a large quantity 

of black sand, and nice red garnets, some up to 2 mm in diameter. Closed and 
kvekd the hole. 

Wedxesaby, May 29 

Test hole #3 is located 20 m South of test hole #2. Dug through 60 
cm of sand, soil, and the occasional sharply-edged boulder: after that I 
encountemd river gravel to the depth of 1.7 m. I carried approximately l3 m 
of gravel to the trommel and processed it. There were 6 gmins of gold 
recovered, along with black sand and some fine garnets. 

lhursa& May 30 

Got water in the fuel of the backhoe and spent most of the day 

repairing it, and doing equipment maintenance. 

fridzy, May 31 

Test hole # is located 80 m South-East of test hole #3. I dug 

through 60 cm of overburden, and underneath that was nice river-m gravel. 

Digging was very hard, because I encountered two larger boulders, each over 

1 m in diameter. This site was definitely never worked before. I carried 2 
half-full front bucketloads to the trommel and processed them. I recovered 

8 grains of gold, mostly small, thin flakes, along with some fine gold dust and 

black sand. 
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Enlarged test hole #4 in order to remove previously mentioned 

boulders, and by doing so I successfully reached the bedrock. Under the 
boulders I coma to a seam of clay about 50 cm wide, and underneath there 
was about 20 cm of a fine clayish-gravel material, which continues to the 
bedrock. I decided to do a larger test and dug out all the material, which 
amounted to about 12 m3, which yielded 63 grains of gold. All the gold 
recovered was very fine, so the old saying ‘The bigger the boulder, the bigger 

the gold” did not apply. The average value of gold per cubic meter of gravel 
would be $5 per cubic meter, which is not economical for a small opemtion. 
Closed and leveled the hole. 

Test hole #6 was located 25 m South-West of test hole #5. The first 

50 cm was composed mostly of coarse rocks mixed with a bit of soil. After 
that was 1 m of grayish gmvel material and in the last 50 cm of my reach the 
gravel turned rusty-brown and did not have as much clayish content as above. 

I carried to the trammel i m3 of material, mostly from the deeper part 

of the hole and processed it. The recovery from this test hole 

amounted to 6.8 grains of gold, along with black sand and garnets. 

Closed and leveled the hole. 

Tuesday, Ame 4 

In the first hour of digging test hole #7, I ruptured a main 

hydraulic hose on the backhoe, and had to go to Vernon to get a new 

hose. I returned in the afternoon, and spent the latter part of the 

day replacing the hose. 

Weohesdo~ June 5 

Test hole #7 is located 50 m East of test hole #6. The first 

60 cm contained medium-large bouiders, underneath that was 2 m of 

brownish gravel material containing lots of uniform small rocks, with 
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pieces of decomposing black shiest mixed in. Processed 1 m30f gravel 

and recovered 8.3 grains of gold. My wife panned the individual 

layers, and gold was present only in the deeper material, 

approximately 1 m from the surface. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Test hole #8 is located 45 m South of test hole #7. Dug 

through 40 cm of course rocks, after that I encountered 2 m of 

uniform small rocks, grayish in color, mixed with some sand. I 

processed 1 m3 and recovered 1.8 grains of very fine gold. It 

appeared that I was again working in old tailing piles. 

Friday, June 7 

Test hole #9 is located 30 m South of test hole #8. I dug in 

an old trench and encountered a large boulder with nice gravel 

directly beneath it. About 1 m deeper, I reached the water table, 

and continued to dig another meter under the water. Processed 1 m 

of the deeper-laying material, and recovered 6 grains of gold, 

approximately half of which was covered with Mercury, most likely 

lost from old workings. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Test hole #lO is located 20 m North of test hole #7. First I 

dug through 40 cm of coarse tailings, and after that I encountered 

80 cm of nice brownish gravel, mostly of uniform size, approximately 

10 - 20 cm across. After that was 60 cm of pure bluish sand, and 

below that was 1.5 m of brownish gravel again, with some clayish 

content on the bottom, and just above bedrock. The bedrock on this 

location was composed of hard granite-like rock, quite different from 

the exposed shale bedrock across the river (it almost appears as 

though the river is running down a fault). My wife and I panned each 

individual layer, and there were nice colors in each pan of material 



taken immediately under the tailing piies, and up to the sand iayer. In 

the sand there were quite a few nice red garnets, but no gold. Closed 
and leveled the hole. 

horn the period of June 15 to JIJ& 28 I went to Ailin and 

McCormefl Creek. 

Friday, August 2 

Test hole #ll is located 40 m South of test hole #5. Oug 

through 20 cm of topsail then through 40 cm of brown gravel with 
much sand mixed in; after that was 40 cm of grayish gravel to the 
bedrock. The bedrock was sloping West, under quite an angle (at one 
side of the test hole it was only 1 m to the bedrock, and 2 m away, at 

the other side of the test hole, it was 1.6 m to the bedrock. Tested 

1 m3 of gravel and recovered 4.3 grains of flat, fine gold, along with 

lots of garnet sand. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Saturday, August 3 

Test hole #12 is located 15 m South of test hole #ll. The 

layer of brownish, sandy gravel was considerably thinner in this test 

hole than in the previous one. The grayish layer was 1.5 m thick to 

the bedrock. Between test holes #11 and #12, the bedrock changed 
to a grayish-green country rock, and was very sharp, with large 

fractures in it. Processed 1 m3 of lower material, and recovered only 
a few specs of very fine gold. Closed and leveled the test hole. 

Monday, August 5 

In the morning, I cleared a trail that provides access to the 

claim on the Southern side of the river, starting from the clearing 

near the new concrete bridge. The river at that location is in a 

canyon about 30 m deep, with shale bedrock visible on both sides. 
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Dug test hole #13 approximately 60 m fram the Monashee Forest 

Road, and on the East side of the trail. First there was 30 cm of 

overburden, then 60 cm of nice brownish gravel with a few large 

boulders. Below that there was 30 cm of very hard-packed gravel to 

the bedrock. The bedrock at this location is composed of shale, and 

is relatively flat. Shoveled $ m3 of gravel through the sluice and 

recovered 4.5 grains of gold. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Tuesday, August 6 

Test hole #14 is located 25 m West of test hole #13. In the 
first 20 cm, there was sandy yellowish gravel, then the material 

changed to a grayish, uniform-size gravel; this layer is about 1 m 

wide. The next meter of material has many large boulders, most of 

them being river-worn. Below the boulders is a thin layer of yellow 

gravel that is well washed, and below that is a 50 cm thick layer of 

fine sand. Immediately under this sand was a well-washed material 

almost orange in color, laying on the bedrock. The total depth of this 

test hole was 3.2 m. Processed + m3 of material from the deepest 

part of the test hole, and recovered only a few very small specs. 

Hand-panned individual layers, and no colors were found. The 

interesting feature observed in this test hole was that although the 

hill was sloping upwards, the bedrock was sloping downwards. Closed 

and leveled the hole. 

Wednesday, August 7 

Test hole #15 is located 20 m North-East of test hole #14. 

The first 20 cm below the topsoil was composed of a rusty colored 

sandy gravel, and under that, the color of the gravel changed to gray, 

and contained some larger boulders all the way to the bedrock. 

Processed 1 m3 of material by hand and recovered 16.2 grains of gold, 
with lots of garnets present, and very little block sand. This is the 

best test hole so far. 



Thursday, August 8 

Test hole #16 is 15 m South-East of test hole #15, near the 

edge of the plateau, just before the ground drops abruptly towards 

the river below. First was a thin layer of rusty-brown material, and 

below that wos a layer of grayish gravel with lots sand present, all 

the way to the bedrock, 1.2 m below. Processed 1 m3 of gravel by 

hand, and recovered 5.8 grains of gold. Most of the gold is flat and 

fine. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Friday, August 9 

Dug test hole #I7 15 m North of test hole #16. First there 
was 20 cm of rusty-brown sandy gravel, then 1.5 m of grayish material 

to the bedrock. Processed 1 m3 of gravel by hond, and recovered 12.2 

grains of fine gold. It appears that the pay streak is running about 

15 m from the edge of the plateau, and alongside the river, in a 

North-Westerly direction. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Saturday, August 10 

Test hole #la is located 20 m West of test hole #17. This 

test hole was dug in the beginning of the old 2 m deep trench. First, 

I moved 40 cm of coarse tailings, then I encountered 40 cm of brown 

gravel and immediately under that began blue clay. There was a nice 

spring of water coming in just above the clay. I dug 1.5 m deep with 

no end in sight. I abandoned attempts to break through, besides, it 

was convenient to have water near the test holes on the high plateau. 

Monday, August 12 

Test location #19 

Made a road down to an old pit in order to reach hard-packed 

gravel on the opposite side. Gravel exposed on the opposite side is 
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about 3 m below the surface, the layer above being composed of 

glacial material. We tested individual layers with pans, and recovered 

gold from the lower-laying deposits up to the glacial deposit. The 

coarser flakes were located between the larger boulders. We spent 

Monday trail-building, and doing site preparation to bring in the 

trommel. 

Tuesday, August 13 

In the morning I removed approximately 30 - 40 m3 of glacial 

overburden on top of the pit so that it wouldn’t cave in and mix with 

the gold-bearing gravel. In the afternoon I stockpiled in the pit 

approximately 10 m3 of material from 8 m below the surface of the 

ground for processing. 

Wednesday, August 14 

Processed 5 m3 of the gravel that I hod stockpiled yesterday, 

recovering 12 grains of gold, mostly small and flat. My wife kept 

numerous red garnets up to 3 mm in diameter, some a very dark shade 

of red, and some very light. 

Thursday, August 15 

Processed 5 m3 of rusty brown gravel with a few larger rocks. 

This layer is exposed throughout all sides of the pit, approximately 

60 m in length. This material was easy to process, since it did not 

contain any glacial clay. Recovered 18 grains of gold, again mostly 

fine, except for two larger pieces, one of which contained some 

quartz. 



Friday, August 15 

Dug test hole #20 on the East side of the trail, just at the 

beginning of the clear-cut area. There was 20 cm of overburden, and 

underneath that, grayish riverwashed gravel commenced, continuing 

for the next 60 cm to tne bedrock. The bedrock at this location is 

sloping at a 45” angle, and is quite irregular, meaning that the river 

hadn’t flown over Et for very long. We handcleaned the cracks in it, 

and found only a few small flakes of gold. In the front bucket, I 

carried I m3 of gravel to the trommel which was still setup in the pit 

near the cabin. We recovered only i.5 grains of gold. Closed the test 

hole. 

Saturday, August 17 

Test hole #21 is located 8G m Scuth East of test hcle 820. 

Coarse gravel started immediately under the surface. I dug through 

2.5 m of that material,. which cantaired several large boulders, up to 

50 cm :n diameter. There weren’t any layers noticeable here, just one 

type of material. I didn’t reach bedrock at this location. Carried 1 

m” to the trommel and processed it, recovering 4.7 grains of gold. 

Closed the test hole. 

Monday, August 19 

Test hole #if22 i s 20 m Sosth of test hole #21, and again* gravel 

starts right below the surface and continues to the end of my 

back~we’s reach. I brought 1 m3 of gravel to the trommel and 

processed it, recovering 3.9 grains of gold. 

Tuesday, August 20 

-j-& “lo;-, #23 is loc-&yj 20 m Z&k ai test h=ie $22. ~y-he 

trail after this point becomes heavily overgrown. (iravel in this test 
hole was identical to that of the previous two. Ii appears that this is 
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pari of a large bench deposit, und I think that if I were to continue 

testing further South, results could improve, since the bench wns on 

the inside of the old river’s curve. Going further would require a day 

of trail-making, which the results from the lest test holes don’? 

juslify. Processed 1 m3 of gravel from the lower part of the test 

hole and recovered 4.4 groins of gold. Closed the hole. 

Wednesday, August 21 

I foiiowed the trail 230 m North o.f ,test hole ii22, and dug test 

hole fF24 on the East side. There was 40 cm of nice grayish gravel 

with Q few Icirger rocks in it, then after .that, the gravel became 

uni;‘orm in size and this layer was 60 cm thick. Just above the 

bedrock there was 10 cm of clayish materiai. My wife tcok samples 

and found the best results from the material just above the clay. I 

carried 1 m3 of material to the trocnmel and recovered 1.8 grains of 

gold; some black sand present, but no garnets. Closed the test ho/e. 

Thursday, August 22 

.lnere is a small truil thst turns South 40 m North of test hole 

K24, and is located on about Q 100 m wide plateau. I followed it for 

50 m and dirg test hole #25 on the East side of it. There was a 

grayish, uniform gravel for 1.2 m, at which point I reached bedrock. 

Bedrack at this location was relatively flat and smooth. I carried + 
m3 :o the Trammel and processed Yt, racovering only a few small specs 

of gold. Closed ahd leveled the hole. 
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I cleaned and orgurked the camp, stored the pumps and 

Fracessing equipment, and fcft for home in the afternoon. Tiring my 

3od3 last visit, he pointed out that our home and property is becoming 

quite neglected, 0; number of things needing attertion, so I decided to 

take some time off before the next project’s uadertak’rg. 

The Atlin placer mining area is situated in the North-West comer of the 

Province of British Columbia between the latitude of 59 degrees ond 60 

degrees North and longitude of 133 degrees and 134 degrees West. It lies 
on the Eastern margin of the Coast Mountains bordering the South-Easterly 

extension of the Yukon: Plateau. 

The Atlin mining district is accessible by Highway 7, which branches 

off the Alaska Highway at Jake’s Corner. The major source of supplies ond 

provisions is Whitekorse, which is 183 km North of ASin. The Providence, 

McKinley, and Feather Creek areas are accessible by Spruce Creek Road, 

South-East of Atlin. The Ailir miring distrrct is located 2900 km from 
Kelawna. 

‘tie parked in an abandoned camp site, 1 km below Lit-He Boulder Creek, which 

flows into Ijousder Crezic. t,iitle Botiider C.-k was open for staking, and we 

decided to spend a few days prospecting 01 if. All .festinq in the Atlin crea 
was done by hand ‘_. diggigs ~GS-+ h&s, and Yen panning. 



Monday, June 17 

The first test hole WQS dug just above the road, and on the edge of 
PNlL #1744. Little Boulder Creek enters the above-mentioned lease on ii’s 

North-Western corner. We dug through 30 cm of topsoil which was riddled 
with roots, then encountered ghcml mcnteriai for the next 60 cm, which was 

mostly composed of coars smr*ller rocks aith an occas~onul larger rock. The 
muterJ had quite a iurger quctniity cf clay, and was hard to pan. ‘We 
processed 20 pans, and found E srn~;II specs cf gold, mos?bf fr3m the. Iower- 
laying material. There mis also some black sand present. Closed rind leveled 
the hole. 

Tuesday, June 18 

Went approximately 30 m South of the first test hole, and dug test 

P~olo #2. Rroyression was arduous, as the whole area is densely overgrown by 

some species of dwarf ‘Willow bushes. Dug the test hole in what uppeured to 
ix the previous Creek bed, and was about 2 m South of the Oresent flow of 
tne creek. The first 30 cm were ugain composed of soil and roots, and 
tinderriecth .thu-t, bluish 9roy glcciui deposits composed the remaining 70 cm 

of the hole. WQ proce~ssed 20 pans of the glacitrl deposit, and found 6 small 

specs, and 1 thin flake 2 mm in dinmeter. Then was some black sand, + of it 
being non-magnetic. Closed and leveled the hole. 

Wednesday, June 19 

Dug test hole #3 40 m West of test hole #2. After the initiai 30 cm 
of roots and soil, started a bluish gray, mostly coarse, glacial material, which 

continued for the next 60 cm. We found Q few floats of jade, but it was of 

poor quality, mostly because of the light green color and many bhck dots in 

it. Nevertheless, we retained it as samples. We again processed 20 pens, and 
recovered 9 barely visible specs, and 2 of I mm in diameter. 



‘ihursday, June 20 

We deepened test hole #3 ho (I total &pth of 1.5 m. By tnen the +est 

h&z was 1 m m diameter, and work was progressing relatively slowly, mainly 

because 5f -he cwnpact-ed nature of the material, which was consistent 

throughout the entire hole. We processed 20 pans of the glucial gravel, and 

ngnin recovered only a few specs of gold, results that we found quite 

discouraging. In the afternoon we paid a visit to Mr. Rudy Rodigk, who owns a 

number of clams, including the one directly below Litile Boulder. In the 70 m 

c&p ma* made canyon on his cfaIp11, wz cbserged the layer of deposit, and 

came to the conclusion the ghcml !ayer tn our test hole above Mr. Rodigk’s 

ien.se could be 10 - 20 m deep, and thusly abandoned further work on test 

hoie k3. Mr. Rodigk permitted us to pan on his claim, which we did, just 

abc~ve some exposed bedrock, und we found a few very nice coarse pieces of 

gold, my wife finding a small nugget welghing 3.2 g. Later In the afternoon we 

returned to test hole tf3 ond filled it buck in. 

Friday, Jclne 21 

tVe packed up and decided to move to our next destination, the head 

waters of Spt*uce Creek. After a few kilometers, the road got narrow and 

very rough, and i: took us 3.5 h TO cover 23 km with the truck and trailer. 

We stopped at Rose Creek and prvlned in the creek, where we found a 

fmcainn of ground open. In 30 pans, we found 3 smail colors to each pan. 

Gravel was easy tc wash, witk no gkzicl mateciai found. Zn a South-Eastern 

direction from the creek, there was about a 20 m higt: rock rim prctrlrding 

from right next to the creek. 

Saturday, June 22 

We traveled furthep East towards the QUonnell River, camping nro~r 

the prtctton of Shte Creek and the UDonnell R&r. Zn the afternoon we 

took our Hondu FourTrw to McKinley Creek, which is accessible a.q$ by 

t-clveling towards Bull Creek, high on the mountainside; zi/entualIy traveling 

through a small mountain pass, v&ear nnothe.~ tm~l timers bqck in a North- 

Wes?wfy rikction, %t-d cle,C!i,,~~ shrp!y tnurnrds A!?cUinky C’rPPk~ il. _i... .*c. 

hiked/panned ulong the creek for 2 km and found only a few specs of gold. 

We. obsek*bve,d the creek bank, noticing -that gmvel was very shallow, 



Monday, ;‘Kr,C. 24 

We paid a visit to Mr. Bud Berg, one of our minmg acquaintances from 

Kelowna, who mines the O’aonnell river with heavy equipment. We mentioned 
to him that we. had spent the previous day prospecting on McKinley Creek, and 

he informe.d us ?hat ut cne time he had owned a number of claims on McKinley 
Creek. We ob.served his operation, and were very impres-sed with the amount 
of gold he recovered with his relatively crude woshplont. In the afternoon 

we panned near his workings, but it appears that gold is approximately 1.5 m 

deep, and continues all the way to the bedrock. 

Tuesday, June 25 

We returned to McKiniey creek foliowing u discussion with ofle of %r. 
&?rg’s workers, who pointed out that he had been present when Bud Berg was 
working on McKinley Creek, and he was impressed with the amount of gold 
recovered. We dug a test hole near the .!clnction of a smal! unnamed Creek 

and McKinley Creek, on the bank about 2 m above A&clLrley Creek. There was 
5C cm of well-washed un[fo:*m gravc.1, none 3f the rocks being larger than 1:: 

cm in diameter. After that was a solid yellow clay, with the occasiona! rock. 

We processed 20 pans of material, ,,just above the yeHow clay, and did not 
recover any gold or black sand. Closed the hole. 

Wednesday, Sune 26 

We returned aguln to McKn1e.y Ceek, and decided to dig a test hole 

closer fo the cwek. This location was approximately 1 ksm North of the trcil’s 
end. Immediately under the gras-, c biue clay began, but it wa~sn’t very solid: 

und easily broke down in the water. We processed 4 pans and didn’t frnd any 

gold. The ciuy continued for the next 50 cm and immediately beiow ii begun 
nice riverwashed gmvei. We dug 40 cm int:, the gravel and processed 20 
pans, recovering a few smuli colors in each pan, We could not dig any deeper, 
as water ‘was rapidly entering the hole, This made u.s beiieve ,that we were 
pd:ctp close to a scond Idyer of &y, since the wuter wasn’t draining. Tt; 
this tes? hole. there was quita a hri ai’ non-magnetic hematite, which CZJ/~ 



.Thursday, June 27 

We decided to return and prospect the upper reaches of Sprum C-k 

once again. On the way we stopped and prospected on Slate Ct%?eK where it 

enters the wide-open valley of the Q’Donnel River. ‘We dug a hole rn a bank 

near the creek; exposing a r%ce yellow vein of pmvel, aimost concreted 

tcc;et+er, with unusually coarse edges, cpproximntely 40 cm in width. We 

pwce.ssea 20 tram of rrwteriul, ad recovered goid colors, a few about 3 .r 4 

mm long, blit vu-y flat. There were not many other heavy concentrates 

prwsmt. Closed The hole. 

Friday, June %Y 

We drove to the junction of Spruce and Rose Creek, where we setup 

camp. 13 cume to my crttention the claim Rope 326909 becomes due FV 

renewal on June 2% We decided to do some more panning on Rose Creek. 

About 50 m North, the bedrock rs exposed on the Eastern side of t;le creek: 

we could see old overgrown Ming p;les from o. Eong tine ago, We panned 

materml from broken bedrock mixed with gravel, md recovered colors in 

We-P,i FWI. Gold was mostly small, but was coarse with o sma!l gmoun+ of very 

fine black sand present. In the afternoon we went to the mmmg office m 

Atlin to verify the state of the title Rope 326909. At the closing of the 

Governmen+ Agent, 4:3Opm, the clu~m had still not been renewed, so we 

dec:ded that the next day we would re-stake the obove-mentioned claim. 

Suturday , jlm 29 

We sta.r?ed clt 7am, crd with +he help of my Magi!!an PS, and tic 

i+iondn FourTmx, we progressed ouite rapidly. It would have been much 

faster had we used the exjstiny posi;, c but we decided .to move the claim in c. 

direction that would cover Q por,t:on of Spruce and Rose Creeks, which hai! 

rot been covered by the Rope c!a’m. We lwere abo-rt ha1fwo.y through cur 

work &eh~ mv wife. spotter! crno ++e.r nmsnector, SKJ 0.~1 j-ho.t tmm *we knew 

ihd we had mcde u mistake chunginq &e bo;rndur~ies of ;%e cinim. He 

changed the upper final post to be his ini~tial post, so that by the time we .sa’w 
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nim, :ic lwus completing his work L)i nuiiincj h ’ is -+ml tag on the previous in&i& 

post. ‘I was quite upset, kecntlso This seeiTzs 2 L. XT a vet-y rice. zraim TV work 

with light mahmery, and it &Q has twc cabins. ReGardless, we finished Our 

staknq, ami completran was at 9 l%m, our competitor’s had bezn at 8:Xam. 

To add insult to in&t-y, we saw -ihat the name of the cluim was now ‘IJ R 

PI%-IZ”. F&a.dless to say &at after aIF ihat walking and diqpointment, we 

didn’t feei like doing very much else that tiny,. 

We went for n ride cvev +& mountain divide that lies be-n Spruce 

and Wilson Creek. At about 4 km fram Spruce Creek we came to a mountain 

XI the Western side that was highly mmeralized. We were stiil quite a 

drstalce away, and it was hard to te!l whether it was iron or some other type 

Of mineralization. At the gth km of our trrp, we came across a gully, and above 

it Q rocksiide had occurred, most of the rocks bemg (1 nice green coior, Stif 

once again, ii- aas too far to tell what tL,ey were. We observed a vein ahove 

the rcckslide ,wivith binoculars, and it appeurcd !ike there WQS n kye vein of. 

jade high above the rocksiide. We arrived to Wiison Creek where we me.t a 

group of miners from New Zealand, who were ODeratrng a special trammel 

wi& hydraulic riffles, on a float. It is supposedly very efficient for fine gold 

recovery. We panned tributaries Of Wilson Creek on t+e way back, but did 

nnt recwer any gold. 

T;lesday, ,J”uly 2 

Went to Atiin far supplies and took the dav off. 

X’ednesduy , July 3 

We drove up O’DOnnel road to t&z JunCtiOfl with Culyon Creek, and 

?rO;m there, ‘we hiked in fOr 6 km. l%~e first 3 Am were staked, blrt evetythmg 

after wus not. There is YIG road cr l.t-a!I -to .t!lL2 cpper reaches of Canyon 

Creek, so we used <vl~~c~I +arls, and small patches between the Willow bushes 

-TV progress. We started panning apprOximntely 3 km upstream, III .the bank 

dx~c,+ :t, m uhve a beclvsr dam. 2.drcck was obnul 1 m under some rush- 

!~OkinS~ ;jMveI, <v&d was siopivly sharply towards ?-he creek. Kedrock wc.5 



b~tsibk in nw.y &~iuws ior -the next 2 icm. ‘We found coiors in 0 our oi’ iZ pans. 

‘I broke apart deteriorated bedrock, and ic -the smcl! remount of material from 

mide -rc?e cmck, I found 82 nice. tcurse flake 2 ~tlr in diameter. In the last 

kiiometer of our hike, the valley broadened, and there was no longer any 

vsibie bedrock. We panned yroyishlooking gravet in the upper reaches but 

,there wcls no gold present. A? 3:OOptn, we stc.rted heading back, and arrived 

nt the truck at ?:oopm. 

Thursday, July 4 

Returned to boulder Creek where we again met with Mr. Rudy Rod&k 

who LS a 75 year old prospector. He is clso a human enqclopedia of mining 

knowledge. 51 h,s iife he has been at just about every creek in the province 

tic8 curries gold, a well as some that don’t. Wz mentioned to him that in the 

previous year we tried to get to McConnell Creek in the Ominecc, and o.re still 

interested in t%at area He -told us 117~~ he had been at McConneli Creek 18 

years ago, as weil us giving us o:her usef~i information, <and drrrwing US ~1 ma?. 

h the c;fternoon we went hck I-G Little Boulder Creek, just ubove his cabirt. 

where we cut a tro.il through the thick W~liow and o?ber urderbrllsh for 

about IQO m, where we dug a test hole 86 cm de+ While digging, I broke 

opcrt a dull, block rock, exposing a beautiful vein 0.f biue. lead ore, and on the 

side, there wus a smafler vein of Mica, in~ermingld wit4 yellowish-green spots 

the Size of dimes, which I. believe is %+K ore. We panned the extracted 

materiul ‘- there was some black saod, but no gold. We closed the ho!e. 

Friday, July 5 

We took u motorcycle ride along Ruby Creek, stopptng above Q canyon 

&-,~t: *e c;~~id :xs &out 30 n o,f solid lcvn rock above compacted grave!. 

5a-reone was presently mining them with cm excavator and large trammel. 

From thilert we. rode to the upper periphery of t2uuby Creek, which was not 

cwwntly staked. We panned on a number of locations without any SUCMSS. 

\Ve &SW.& ~the Miqs f!?Grn one o:d shaft, mo,sily composed cf broken-, 

&a a ;e,l!&“:l rock 5, ~&i&l (I+ close e,~c:mi~w+iwf appxred to be gtwil’e wtti 

ikrge fi::kes sf A!&x il it. 01 tJ”e WG~ bock, we iook G road West, which 

&qtlt I?<: :n cl!! n,cj v,l:~~. r sono r;r(rtqr: drivino wnr hnrd due. to n!! then loose !CI.Jn “~‘2 “. 
rocks. We were later “aid by Rudy that at one time there had been 

pspectirg fw diomotw!s at that locction. 



We. e.vaiuakd our prospecting up until now, and Oecided that the be.st 

prospect so ,“;c?r was still McKinEey Creek, cxd deGided to t&urn for a dq. 

Vie dug 12 hok 10 m from ?hc creek, &S-i North cf -the tr3il. Firrt Ihe- ;~as 

11 thin [ayer of topsoil, therl (r 30 cm ?hick krfer of cloy, underneath that we 

allme to nice r!verw&ed grave?!, finding sma!I colors in the first pm. We 

deepened the hole to 80 cm, and fcund thhat gold was getting coarser as the 

hole got deeper. Our progress was halted due to the rising water leve! ir: +he. 

hcle9. Closea md reveled ?he ha!e.. 

Got up early and drove to McKinley Creek and staked 2 claims, the first 

one berng PC ft3476GC @ana), ihe secord Lcing PC #347607 (Britu;). We 

::ts.rted a: ?‘a*, 3r”d finisbed at I:?@pm. In the c;fterngon we hiked further 

up +he. McKiniey Valley, ponnirrg ci various locations, 

We took ?hr?. morning off, and in Ihe ui-ternour; we did a few hours OF 

nurd-sl;lic&g WI&I Mp. :Rodigk’s perrrGssi3n. He rw~tioned tc ES where +e 

previous owner of the claim head beep doing concentrate clean-ups, omd 

s~tggested that we reprocess these as he believed that the previour: owner of 

,ihe claim had dcfie c careioss job. We recovered 4. oz. of gold and a few nice 

ruji:ets in :! bicr;i-3 of WC&, .4 

Tuesduy , Jc ly ? 

We went fos a ride up WrxjV Creek, where. the.re are. a few operations 

going, one particuforly iarge one. They were removrng gmve! from on open ?!t 

m the middle af the vcllay, with 3 large trticks, brqrng mate.rial back LIP 70 

groufid Ieve; end dump&j it, w;ie;% there, was a 2-9 ccw iardly leveling 

ground. Apparently ~:‘iiey we:w. tyhj i3 tact; -ite bctton of the valley. We 



t.he past them -far about 2 km, where we noticed some exposed bedrock; 

:‘jc ;;izlncd gravel abo:rt 1 m above the bedrock, ard reccvered a few fine 
colors iE each pan. ~nt3r, we cleaned ihe bedrock in 4 different locatrcns. 

cd rwcvewd 5 nice fiakes, cne 5 mm across (yet quite fla?). 

Wedne.sday, Jtily 10 

Wee decided to Irave Atiiri since we couldn’t get a work permit for our 
new claims right awq, ‘While we were registerinq the claims, I had the ST&US 

o:’ +hc h4cComlel Creek claims in Ommica mining district checked, rsd learned 

+hat ?i?ey bad all lapsed. We had another 3 weeks left, so we decided to try 
once rroain to bocnte and ~rospec? FikcConne.1 CreEk. We drove al! day and 

crrived to Liar6 Hoi Sptiqs at fipm. 

.Thursday, July !I 

JUST 50 km past Ft. Nelsan we hsd a flct tore, urld abou-i ‘75k~~ past t-in. 

S-jt. Jokm we .aent +g shp, wgd sw+en we. woke “up, wc. Ipad a .Y’ f!ot tire, & F+. 

9. J’chn, we replaced both tires slncx they were boyor~d repair, stocked tin 
cfl supplies and fuel for- lCG0 Km since the.re: are no more. services from 

McKenzie NOI+. 

The j&Cornell Cm.k area, is located In ,tke North Cent& area of 

Mritiqh Columbia in the C3mineca Mountains in the, Omineca Mminq Divi~sion, ir 

1s West of the Rocicj Mountain Trench, the North end of Williston iake, and 
.i:re Swanneil Range. 
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between the lakes and the canyon, the week FJows d-~sough wide meadows and 

“w ?yirg be#iches. 

WC termed on the gtijvei road 30 km before McKenzse. The road 

towrards d-5~ Nation River was so bad that they had stopped logging. In some 

pkxe~ mud was coming out im the middle of the road, and we could feel t)-e 

WLYCK +nking: Nevertheless we made 1-t through tiis 70 km. Afterwards, the 

ipaad WI(IIS qood slnd solid. VQe stopped tit Osdinka loggang camp and asked for 

directEon.S;, WICX there we quite CF. few new logging muds. t+om there we 

drwve to “‘lmisville, Po~;uldQw: Y ~wwhere WC met Louis and Nicole, *who were 

very heipfd and rnfornath~e, fop tt~ey had lived %ese 8 years. We slept r,t 

kihme-ker 422 where tie smd c~cess road turm &w-f to hkConnd Creek. 



Tuesda.y, Jwiiy 16 

Mh?.dnesda;ly, .Jdy 17 
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IV@ recellved the per;rmit for hand work for our new claims on McConnel: 
Creek and we ief7- home on septembm- fZ. We urrwed at U+L #sll on the 
evening of Sepjembelr 94. There wan no way &at we could bring our traiier 
to V+L #i? md V*L #3 since crossing -!-he creek with it was just too hard. We 
brought with us an old stove, plcstfc for +he windows, and all the necessary 

things nlE?o,ded to make one of tie Iwo c&ms on VA #3 livable, 

Sunday, September 15 

We took I?I~ truck which was loaded to -H-E top, we even brought 

roofing shingles since the roofs of both cabins were in very bad shape. We 
rnude it cdl right -to V+L #3, but just before we crossed the creek, we go1 
stuck quite badly. The trarl d- that poiast WCS mostly clay, and to makt: 
matters worse, there was a small stream crossing it. It took us 3 hours and 

lots of hard work +o get the truck through. When we got to the cabrns, w 
rrnioaded all the supplies and returned with the -truck to higher, solid ground, 

which WGS 0.6 km frcm the cabin. F’rom ?here, WC commuted ;;rtth our Honda 
F’ourTrax which hrrd no problems crossiraq -!-he muddy section; it WQS lucky for 

us -dmj. we did so, as it rained heavily for the next few days. We returned 3 
km South -to t-he ,trailer to sleep, since ohs cabin wasn’t reudy yet. 

Monday, September 3 6 

We shingled t%se ros? oyi the IJC~CP cabin, cleaned out rail the mess that 

prxckra-% and porcupmes had made since the last occupants left (most likely in 
the 1950’s). ‘I instailed the door, stove and bed, and this was the first night 

:hc-t we spent in the cabin, which was yui-~e roomy, and with the stove rn the 
center, throwing lots of heat, it was very enjoyable. It almost felt like we 
went back in time, especially after readmg ali -Phe old writing on the waiis. 

Tuesday, 5ep tember 17 



Wednesday, September kt? 

We started staking at Barn, and since the trail was qosng North along 

the creek, we made good time. We were again assisted by the Magellan GPS 

and -the Monda. We finished staking V+L *#@I at llam. We used the remainder 

of the day to explore T&T new ctaim. 

Thursday, September 19 

WC took our Honda utd drove up the McConneli Creek mining trail for 

6.5 km WI a NortnE&ztern direction. We came to an abandoned hard rock 

menrng cump an good cor~dlTlon. About 100 m NorTR of the camp we reached 

the headw&ers of McConneEl Creek, which at t-ha? point Flows in a Wes-?erly 

direction. -F)ae.re WCIC” r a 3ome evidence o,f pkxer activrhe.s, but compared to our 

claims -seemed virtually non-exustent. ‘We panned at that location, and 

recovered traces o-f’ qoid rn every ~2”~ pan. From -iBe camp we back-tracked 

for about 100 m, then turned East on a newer mining roud which brought us 

to the top of C-I motmtain. There WC foylnd a quartz vein 1.5 m wide, where we 

took some munew~lized samples keturned to the cabin Late in the afternoon. 

Fil*iduy, septeifher 20 

We started prospecting South of the cabin on V+L- #3. -We hiked along 

the West sads af the creek, which at t&a+ location flows .through about a 150 

m wide valley. About 0.5 km further South, therm is a 25 m high bench where 

we r?oticed some nlld workings. WC. panned for 2 hours, and in every pan we 

recovered between :O and 30 visible colors. There WQS only about 1.2 m of 

rice brown gravel above the bedrock. This IS the first place on our claim tha-t 

~WNC found true bedrock so near “fre SLW~CKE. 



trenches quite fur from each other, and between them iit much of the 

undisturbed gravel, axid so far we hcwen’b bud u pal mtainlng less -!-km 19 
coilors, the best being 60 colors to one pan. &~:R+.I is easy to wash, but it 

does contain lots of bkrck -sand, and we also found a few specs of platinum. 

Ir ter;t hcle ~71 there was about 30 cm of brown -sandy g~vei, underneath 

“ha+ wus grayish sandy gravel wrth jiots of black sand. My wife panned the 

grayish layer and recovered up to 45 colors to the pan. We processed about 

i. d ot’ gmvei througn the slu~e and recovered 5.4 grains of gold. Closed 

the tkst hole. 

Monday, September 23 

Cktg test hole ##Z 35 m North cf test hole #l, ut the end of un old 

twwch, rnosd of the trenches being about I- 1.5 m deep. There was about 25 

cm of brown grave1 msst of it being uniform sire, and underneath that, it 

tawed gray with occassolvlas boulders. Processed 1 m by hand through the 

she, recoYerlng 18.7 grains of gofd. We kepi alI the black sand, and from 

f-h is tkzst’ 17 Q I e; we cokcted allmost Q f-d! pint. C!osed the hole. 

Tuesday, SepTember 24 

Test hole #3 is locuted 1QQ m North of test hole #2, once again at ?he 

tmd of a trench, Here too was 30 cm of rusty brown gravei witn a few Iarge 

bou Bdess, some up to i m in diameter. Under this layer gravel changes to a 

grayish coIcr, and rocks become more uniform in size. We processed 4 m3 

?I.r~asgh the slice and recovered 3.6 gr&s of goid. We tested each layer by 

hand panning, and go!d was found from right below the grass roots ail the way 

to the bottom of the hole (which was one meter deep). Closed the hole. 

WG?&Pzsday, Sep?ember 25 

Test hate itf4 is 50 m South of test hole #3. Gravel was the same as in 

the previous iholes, but the gold *wE; m0x plentiful here. We processed -$ m3 

c.f material and recovered 4.1 grains of gold. Closed the test hole. 



This mnrnrng we had 20 cm of f-resh snow on the ground. And decided 

.t was trme to lexrve before we got snowed in. We boarded tip both cabms, 

:xrad brought dl %e supplies to the ti*tick in four trips, At 3pm we l&t 

McConnell Cmek. We were relieved after wcr, made the climb ,to the top of 

the hiIR wh& wouldn’t have been possible without a 4x4 ard chains. S;per:-! 

-he ntghi~ ncmr Mentard Creek. 
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The 1996 season has been the most successful since I began prospecting in 

the early 1990’s. Wi-lh the help of my wife, I staked four claims in the 

McConnell Creek area, and two on McKinley Creek in Atlin this year. I am 

looking forward to 1997 to do more testing with my equipment. 

I am very grateful for your grant, for it has greatly eased the financial 

burden on my family and I and I am looking forward to working with you next 
year. 

Yours Truly, 

Vladimir Pogorevc 




