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This is the supplement report to the summary of prospecting activities os
required by the Prospectors Assistance Program and provides details of
prospecting and mining activities on Cherry Creek in the Vernon Mining
Division, McConnell Creek in the Omineca Mining Division, and various Creeks
in the Atlin Mining Division.

PRIMARY PROJECT LOCATION
PLACER CLAIM #322921 (BIG JON/
NISMAPSHEFET P82 L2E

PC 322921 is located on Monashee Creek about 35 km East of the
village of Lumby via Highway 6 in the Vernon Mining Division. From the bridge
on the South Fork Road at Monashee Creek, go 95 meters, turn North on the
logging trail, then go 210 m to post #1, which is on the Eost side of the trail,
approximately 30 m from the creek. Posat #2 is located 325" Northwest,
approximately 920 m from Post #1, and 50 m West of the creek.

Due to the late spring in 1996 I was not able to start prospecting as
planned since there was still snow on the ground in April.

I transported my equipment to the claim on May 21-23. My equipment
consisted of a 580 Case backhoe, a portable test trommel, a tool and storage
trailer, a travel trailer, a hopper with an 8 meter conveyor feeder and grizzly.
May 24 and 25 was spent setting up camp for my and my wife's stay at P.C.
322921

All my testing sites were recorded on the attached map, and they
correspond to the actual test sites in the field.

During testing I located the area that had not been worked previously
(by old-timers), mostly because it's location on a bench 60 meters above
Monashee Creek. This location hadn't been worked mostly due to the fact
that the water was far away, but with 120 meters of hose and a 3" Honda
pump, that problem will be easily solved. This promising location is in the
South Western corner of the ckim (test sites 13 - 18). The depth of the
gravel (to the bedrock) is between 2 and 4 meters. The results from the
first few test holes weren't very promising, but as I progressed, it got
better, and the best results were obtained from test site #15, where I




recovered 16.5 grains of gold from 1* mefer of gravel. This bench deposit
wasn't very large, but it would have kept me working for the whole season,
and provide reasonable wages. Gold at this location was relatively fine,
except for a few coarse pieces, and was distributed evenly throughout all the
gravel.

The following is a detailed daily report of prospecting activities on P.C.
322921 on Monashee Creek.

Tuesday, May 21
Wednesday, May 22

Thursday, May 23

These days were spent bringing the equipment and supplies to the
chaim.

Friday, May 24
Saturday, May 25

Friday and Saturday were spent setting up camp, and preparing the
working site for operation.

Monday, May 27

Test site #1 is located approximately 30 m from the creek, at the end
of the clearing, just before the creek enters a steep narrow valley, which has
exposed bedrock on both sides. The interesting feature is that on the West
side, the bedrock is composed of shiest and on the East side, is of a granite
origin. I dug test hole #1 in an old water ditch to the depth of 3 m. There
was no topsoil, except for some moss on top of 30 cm of coarse tailings.
Below that was 1.3 m of well washed gravel, with all rocks being of a uniform
size. The last 30 cm of gravel did contain some larger rocks, but I was
pretty sure that I was digging this hole in somebody's old tailings. I
processed 1° m of gravel through the test trommel and recovered 3 larger
flakes weighing 5.5 grains and very few small flakes (there was some black
sand nresent). Closed and leveled the hole.



Tuesday, May 28

This test hole is located 25 m East of test hole #1, at what appears to
be the end of old coarse tailing piles. I dug through 30 cm of coarse rocks
mixed with some topsoil, underneath that was nice riverwashed gravel to the
depth of 1.3 m, mixed with some larger boulders up to 60 c¢m in diameter. I
carried 1° m of gravel to the trommel (approximately 150 m away) and
recovered 4 grains of gold, most of it being very fine specks, a large quantity
of black sond, and nice red garmets, some up to 2 mm in diameter. Closed and
leveled the hole.

Wednesday, May 29

Test hole #3 is located 20 m South of test hole #2. Dug through 60
cm of sand, soil, and the occasional sharply-edged boulder; aofter that I
encountered river gravel to the depth of 1.7 m. I carried approximately 1° m
of gravel to the trommel and processed it. There were 6 grains of gold
recovered, along with black sand and some fine garnets.

Thursday, May 30

Got water in the fuel of the backhoe and spent most of the day
repairing it, and doing equipment maintenance.

Frigay, May 31

Test hole #4 is located 80 m South-East of test hole #3. I dug
through 60 cm of overburden, and underneath that was nice river-run gravel.
Digging was very hard, because I encountered two larger boulders, each over
1 m in diameter. This site was definitely never worked before. 1 carried 2
half-full front bucketloads to the trommel and processed them. I recovered
8 grains of gold, mostly small, thin flakes, along with some fine gold dust and
black sand.



Saturday, June 1

Enlarged test hole #4 in order to remove previously mentioned
boulders, and by doing so I successfully reached the bedrock. Under the
boulders I came 1o a seam of clay about 50 cm wide, and underneath there
was about 20 cm of a fine clayish-gravel material, which continues to the
bedrock. I decided to do a larger test and dug out all the material, which
amounted to about 12 m’, which yielded 63 grains of gold. All the gold
recovered was very fine, so the old saying “The bigger the boulder, the bigger
the gold” did not apply. The average value of gold per cubic meter of gravel
would be $5 per cubic meter, which is not economical for a small operation.
Closed and leveled the hole.

Monday, June 3

Test hole #6 was located 25 m South-West of test hole #5. The first
50 cm was composed mostly of coarse rocks mixed with a bit of soil. After
that was 1 m of grayish gravel material and in the last 50 cm of my reach the
gravel turned rusty-brown and did not have as much clayish content as above.
I carried to the trommel 1 m* of material, mostly from the deeper part
of the hole and processed it. The recovery from this test hole
amounted to 6.8 grains of gold, along with black sand and garnets.
Closed and leveled the hole.

Tuesday, June 4

In the first hour of digging test hole #7, I ruptured a main
hydraulic hose on the backhoe, and had to go to Vernon to get a new
hose. I returned in the afternoon, and spent the latter part of the
day replacing the hose.

Wednesday, June 5

Test hole #7 is located 50 m East of fest hole #6. The first
60 cm contained medium-large bouiders, underneath that was 2 m of
brownish gravel material containing lots of uniform small rocks, with



pieces of decomposing black shiest mixed in. Processed 1 m®of gravel
and recovered B.3 grains of gold. My wife panned the individual
layers, and gold was present only in the deeper materidl,
approximately 1 m from the surface. Closed and leveled the hole.

Thursday, June 6

Test hole #8 is located 45 m South of test hole #7. Dug
through 40 cm of course rocks, after that I encountered 2 m of
uniform small rocks, grayish in color, mixed with some sond. I
processed 1 m®> and recovered 1.8 grains of very fine gold. It
appeared that I was again working in old tailing piles.

Friday, June 7

Test hole #9 is located 30 m South of test hole #8. I dug in
an old trench and encountered a large boulder with nice gravel
directly beneath it. About 1 m deeper, I reached the water table,
and continued to dig another meter under the water. Processed 1 m
of the deeper-laying material, and recovered & grains of gold,
approximately half of which was covered with Mercury, most likely
lost from old workings. Closed and leveled the hole.

Saturday, June 8

Test hole #10 is located 20 m North of test hole #7. First 1
dug through 40 cm of coarse tailings, and after that I encountered
80 cm of nice brownish gravel, mostly of uniform size, approximately
10 - 20 c¢m across. After that was 60 cm of pure bluish sand, and
below that was 1.5 m of brownish gravel again, with some clayish
content on the bottom, and just above bedrock. The bedrock on this
location was composed of hard granite-like rock, quite different from
the exposed shale bedrock across the river (it almost appears as
though the river is running down a foult). My wife and I panned each
individual layer, and there were nice colors in each pan of material



taken immediately under the tailing piles, and up to the sand layer. In
the sand there were quite a few nice red garnets, but no gold. Closed
and leveled the hole.

From the period of June 15 to July 28 I went to Atlin and
McConnel/ Creek.

Friday, August 2

Test hole #11 is located 40 m South of test hole #5. Dug
through 20 cm of topsoil then through 40 cm of brown gravel with
much sand mixed in; after that was 40 cm of grayish gravel to the
bedrock. The bedrock was sloping West, under quite an angle (at one
side of the test hole it was only 1 m to the bedrock, and 2 m away, at
the other side of the test hole, it was 1.6 m to the bedrock. Tested
1 m® of gravel and recovered 4.3 grains of flat, fine gold, along with
lots of garnet sand. Closed and leveled the hole.

Saturday, August 3

Test hole #12 is located 15 m South of test hole #11. The
layer of brownish, sandy gravel was considerably thinner in this test
hole than in the previous one. The grayish layer was 1.5 m thick to
the bedrock. Between test holes #11 and #12, the bedrock changed
to a grayish-green country rock, and was very sharp, with large
fractures in it. Processed 1 m® of lower material, and recovered only
a few specs of very fine gold. Closed and leveled the test hole.

Monday, August 5

In the morning, I cleared a trail that provides access to the
claim on the Southern side of the river, starting from the clearing
near the new concrete bridge. The river at that location is in a
canyon about 30 m deep, with shale bedrock visible on both sides.



Dug test hole #13 approximately 60 m from the Monashee Forest
Road, and on the East side of the trail. First there was 30 cm of
overburden, then 60 cm of nice brownish gravel with o few large
boulders. Below that there was 30 cm of very hard-packed gravel to
the bedrock. The bedrock at this location is composed of shale, and
is relatively flat. Shoveled § m® of gravel through the sluice and
recovered 4.5 grains of gold. Closed and leveled the hole.

Tuesday, August 6

Test hole #14 is located 25 m West of test hole #13. In the
first 20 cm, there was sondy yellowish gravel, then the material
changed to a grayish, uniform-size gravel; this layer is about 1 m
wide. The next meter of material has many large boulders, most of
them being river-worn. Below the boulders is a thin layer of yellow
gravel that is well washed, and below that is a 50 cm thick layer of
fine sand. Immediately under this sand was a well-washed material
almost orange in color, laying on the bedrock. The total depth of this
test hole was 3.2 m. Processed § m® of material from the deepest
part of the test hole, and recovered only a few very small specs.
Hand-panned individual layers, and no colors were found. The
interesting feature observed in this test hole was that although the
hill was sloping upwards, the bedrock was sloping downwards. Closed
and leveled the hole.

Wednesday, August 7

Test hole #15 is located 20 m North-East of test hole #14.
The first 20 cm below the topsoil was composed of a rusty colored
sandy gravel, and under that, the color of the gravel changed to gray,
and contained some larger boulders all the way to the bedrock.
Processed 1 m® of material by hand and recovered 16.2 grains of gold,
with lots of garnets present, and very little black sand. This is the
best test hole so far.



Thursday, Auqust 8

Test hole #16 is 15 m South-East of test hole #15, near the
edge of the plateau, just before the ground drops abruptly towards
the river below. First was a thin layer of rusty-brown material, and
below that was a layer of grayish gravel with lots sand present, all
the way to the bedrock, 1.2 m below. Processed 1 m® of gravel by
hand, ond recovered 5.8 grains of gold. Most of the gold is flat and
- fine. Closed and leveled the hole.

Friday, August 9

Dug test hole #17 15 m North of test hole #16. First there
was 20 cm of rusty-brown sandy gravel, then 1.5 m of grayish material
to the bedrock. Processed | m® of gravel by hand, and recovered 12.2
grains of fine gold. It appears that the pay streak is running about
15 m from the edge of the plateau, and alongside the river, in a
North-Westerly direction. Closed and leveled the hole.

Saturday, August 10

Test hole #18 is located 20 m West of test hole #17. This
test hole was dug in the beginning of the old 2 m deep trench. First,
I moved 40 cm of coarse tdilings, then I encountered 40 cm of brown
gravel and immediately under that began blue clay. There was a nice
spring of water coming in just above the clay. I dug 1.5 m deep with
no end in sight. I abandoned attempts to break through, besides, it
was convenient to have water near the test holes on the high plateau.

Monday, August 12
Test location #19

Made a road down to an old pit in order to reach hard-packed
gravel on the opposite side. Gravel exposed on the opposite side is
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about 3 m below the surface, the layer above being composed of
glacial material. We tested individual layers with pans, and recovered
gold from the lower-laying deposits up to the glacial deposit. The
coarser flakes were located between the larger boulders. We spent
Monday trail-building, and doing site preparation to bring in the
frommel.

Tuesday, August 13

In the morning I removed approximately 30 - 40 m® of glacial
overburden on top of the pit so that it wouldnt cave in and mix with
‘the gold-bearing gravel. In the afterncon I stockpiled in the pit
approximately 10 m® of material from 8 m below the surface of the
ground for processing.

Wednesday, August 14

Processed 5 m’ of the gravel that I had stockpiled yesterday,
recovering 12 grains of gold, mostly small and flat. My wife kept
numerous red garnets up to 3 mm in diameter, some a very dark shade
of red, and some very light.

Thursday, August 15

Processed 5 m® of rusty brown gravel with a few larger rocks.
This layer is exposed throughout dll sides of the pit, approximately
60 m in length. This maferial was easy to process, since it did not
contain any glacial clay. Recovered 18 grains of gold, again mostly
fine, except for two larger pieces, one of which contained some
quartz.



Friday, August 16

Dug test hole #20 on the Zasi side «f the trail, just ai the
beginning of the clear-cut area. There was 20 cm of overburden, and
underrieath that, grayish riverwashed gravel commenced, continuing
for the next 60 cm to the bedrock. The bedrock at this location is
sleping at a 45° angle, and is quite irregular, meaning that the river
hadn't flown over it for very long. We hand-cleaned the cracks in it,
and found only a few smali flakes of gold. In the front bucket, 1
carried 1 m® of gravel 1o the trommel which was still setup in the pit
near the cabin. We recovered only 1.5 grains of gold. Closed the test
hole.

Soturday, August 17

Tes* hole #221 is located 8C m Scuth Cast of test hcole #20.
Coarse gravel started immediately under the surface. I dug through
2.5 m of that material, which contaired several large boulders, up *o
50 cm i diameter. There weren't any layers naticeabie here, just one
type of maierial. I didn't reach bedrock at this location. Carried 1
m* to the trommel and processed i+, recovering 4.7 grains of gold.
Ciosed the test hole.

Monday, August 19

Test hole #22 iz 20 m South of est hole #21, and again, gravel
starts right below the surface and continues to the end of my
backhoe's reach. I brought 1 m* of gravel to the trommel and
processed it, recovering 3.9 grains of gold.

Tuesday, August 26
Test noie #23 is locatea 20 m South of test hoie #22. The

trail after This point beconies heavily overgrown. Gravel in this test
hole was identical to that of the previous two. It appears that this is




part of a large bench deposit, ana I think that if I were to continue
testing further South, results could improve, since the bench was en
the inside of the old river's curve. Going further would require a day
of trail-making, which the results from the lcst test holes don't
justify. Processed 1 m® of gravel from the lower part of the fest
hole and recovered 4.4 grains of gold. Closed the hole.

Wednesday, August 21

1 foliowed the trail 200 m Norih of test hoie #22, ond dug test
hole #24 on the East side. There was 4G cm of nice grayish gravel
with o few .arger rocks in it, then after that, the gravel became
uniform in size and this layer was 8G cm thick. Just above the
bedrock there was 10 ¢m of clayish malerial. My wite tcok samples
and found the best results from the material just above the clay. 1
carried 1 m® of material to the trommel and recovered 1.8 grains of
gold; some black sand present, but no garnets. Closed the test hoie.

Thursday, August 22

Tnere iz a small trail thet turns South 40 m North of test hole
#24, and is located on about a 100 m wide plateau. I followed it for
50 m and dug test hole #2b on the East side of it. There was a
grayish, uniform gravel for 1.2 m, ai which peint I reached bedrock.
Bedrock at this iccation was relatively flat and smooth. I carried 3
m® 1o the trommel ond processed T, recovering only a few small specs
of gold. Closed and leveled the hole.
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Friday, AugusT 23

I cleaned and orgarized the camp, stored the pumps and
processing equipment, and left for home in the afternoon. During my
son's last visit, he pointed out that our home and property is becoming
quite neglected, a number of things reeding attertion, so I decided to
take some time of f before the next project's undertakirg.

SECONDARY PROJECT LOCATION
NISMADPS [0IN1iWANID 04N I E
PROJECT LOCATION

The Atlin placer mining area is situated in the North-West corner of the
Province of British Columbia between the latitude of 59 degrees and 60
degrees North and longitude of 133 degrees and 134 degrees West. It lies
on the Eastern margin of the Coast Mountains bordering the South-Easterly
extension of the Yukor: Platecu.

ACCESS

The Atlin mining district is accessible by Highway 7, which branches
off the Alaska Highway at Jake's Corner. The major source of supplies and
provisions is Whitekorse, which 15 183 km North of Atlin. The Providence,
McKinley, end Feather Creek areas are accessible by Spruce Creek Road,
South-tast of Atlin. The Atlir mining district is located 2900 km from
Kelowna.

On Wedhesday, June 12, my wife ond T left on our prospecting frip to Atlin.
On June 15 we arrived at our destinetion, Boulder Creek which is located
Fast of Atlin and flows into Surprise Lake.

We parked in an abandoned camp site, 1 km below Little Boulder Creek, which
flews into Bouder Creex. Liitle Bouider Creck was open for staking, and we
decided 1o sperid a few days prospecting on it. All testing in the Atlin crea
was done by hand - digging test holes, and +hen panning.
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Monday, June 17

The first test hole was dug just above the road, and on the edge of
PML #1744, Little Boulder Creek enters the above-mentioned lease on it's
North-Western corner. We dug through 30 cm of topsoil which was riddled
with roots, then encountered giacial material for the next 60 c¢m, whicn was
mestly composed of coarse smaller rocis with an occasiondl targer rock. The
materal had quite a lurger quantity ¢f clay, and was hard +¢ pan. We
processed 20 pans, and found 8 small specs of gold, mestly from the lower-
laying material. There was also some black sand present. Closed and leveled

the hole.
Tuesday, June 18

Went approximately 30 m South of the first test hole, and dug test
nole #2. Progression was arduous, as the whole area is densely overgrown by
some snecies of dwarf Wiillow bushes. Dug the test hole in what appeared +o
be the nrevious Creek bed, ond wes about 2 m South of the present flow of
the creek. The first 30 ¢m were again composed of soil and roots, and
undgernecth thai, bluish gruy glecial deposits composed the remaining 70 cm
of the hole. We processed 20 pans of the glacial deposit, and found 6 small
specs, and 1 thin flake 2 mm n diemeter. There was some black sand, § of i*
being non-magnetic. Closed and leveled the hole.

Wednesday, June 19

Dug test hole #3 40 m West of test hole #2. After the initial 30 cm
of roots and soil, started a bluish gray, mostly coarse, glacial material, which
continued for the next 60 cm. We found a few floats of jade, but it was of
poor qualify, mostly because of +ne light green color and many bilack dots n
it. Nevertheless, we retained it as samples. We again processed 20 pans, ang
recovered 9 barely visible specs, and 2 of 1 mm in diameter.
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Thursday, June 20

We deepened test hole %3 70 o total depth of 1.5 m. By tnen the *est
hole was L m in diameter, and work was progressing relatively slowly, mainly
because of the compacted nature of the matericl, which was consistent
troughout the entire hole. We processed 20 pans of the glacial grave!, and
again recovered only 2 few specs of gold, results that we found quite
discouraging. In the afternoon we paid a visit to Mr. Rudy Rodigk, who owns a
number of ciaims, inciuding the one directly below Little Boulder. In the 70 m
deep manr made canyon on his clam, we ebserved the layer of deposit, and
came to the conclusion the glacial layer m our test hole above Mr. Rodigk's
lecse could be 10 - 20 m deep, and thusiy abandoned further work on test
noie #3. Mr. Rodigk permitted us to pan on his claim, which we did, just
obeve some expesed bedrock, and we feund a few very nice coarse pieces of
goid, my wife finding a small nugget weighing 3.2 9. Later in the afterncon we
returned to test hole #3 and filled it back in.

Fridey, June 21

We packed up and decided to move to our next destination, the head
waters of Spruce Creek. After a few kiiometers, the road got narrow and
very rough, and it took us 3.5 h 1o cover 20 km with the truck and trailer.
We stopped at Rose Creek and panned in the creek, where we found o
fraction of ground open. In 30 pans, we found 2 smail colors to each pan.
Gravel was easy t¢ wash, with no glucial mate~al found. In a South-Eustern
direction from the creek, there was about a 20 m higk reck rim pretrading
from right next to the creek.

Saturday, June 22

We traveled further bast towards the O'Donnell River, camping neor
the junchion of Slate Creek and the O'Donneli River. in the afternoon we
took our Honda FourTrux to McKinley Creck, which is accessible only by
traveling towards Bull Creek, high on the mountainsidz, esventually traveling
through a small mountain pass, where another trail turns back in a North-
Westerly direction, ard dedlines sharply towards McKiniey Creck,  We
hiked/panred along the creek for & km and found only a few specs of gold.
We observed the creck bank, noticing that gravel was very shalilow,
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semetimes only 20 em, and below that was a blue cley. We reiurned to camp
a* 130 pr, =till in brigkt dayligh*

Monday, Jure 24

We paid ¢ visit ¢ Mr. Bud Berg, one of our mining acquaintances from
Kelowna, who mines the O'Donneli river with heavy equipment. We mentioned
to him that we had spent the previous day prospecting on McKiniey Creek, and
he informed us that at cre time he had owned a number of claims on McKiniey
Creek. We observed his operation, and were very impressed with the amcunt
of gold he recovered with his relatively crude washplant. Ir the efterncon
we parned near his workings, but it appears that goid is approximately 1.5 m
deep, and continues all the way o the bedrock.

Tuesday, June 25

We returned 1o McKinley creek foliowing a discussion with one of Mr.
Berg's workers, who pointed out that he hod been present wher Bud Berg was
working on McKinley Creek, and he was impressed with the amount of gold
recovered. We dug a test hele near the junction of a small unnamed Creek
and McKinley Creek, on the bani aboui 2 m above ¥cKrley Creek. There was
50 cm of well-washed uniform gravel, none 2f thz rocks being larger than 1C
cm in diameter. After thet wos o solid yvellow clay, with the occasiona! reck.
We processed 20 pans of material, just obove the veilow clay, and did nct
recover any gold or black sand. Closed the hole.

Wednesday, June 26

We returned aguin te McKinley Creek, and decided 7o dig a test hole
closer to the crezk. This location was approximately 1 km North of the trail's
end. Immediately under the grass, biue clay began, but it wasn't very selid,
and easily broke down in the water. We processed 4 pans and dion't find any
gold. The ciay continued for the next B0 cm and immediately beicw it bagan
nicz riverwashed gravel, We dug 40 cm into the gravel and precessed 20
nans, recovering a few smali colors in eoch pan. We could not dig any deeper,
as water was rapidly entering the hole. This made us beieve that we were
pe-heps close to a second luyer of clay, since the water wasn't draining. 1Ir
thrs test hole there was quite « ot o7 nen-magnetic hematite, which could




pose quite a prodlerm in a larger sperciion, 631t is very difficult 1o separate
from fine geld. Clesed and leveled the test hole.

Thursday, June 27

We decided to return and prospect the upper reaches of Spruce Creek
once agamn. On the way we stopped and prospected on Slate Creex where it
enhters the wide-open valley of the O'Donnel River. We dug a hole in a bank
near the creek, exposing o rice yellow vein of gravel, aimost concreted
tngether, with unusuclly coarse edyes, cpproximaiely 40 cm in widih. We
processed 20 pans of matermal, and recovered geid colors, a few about 2 - 4
mm long, but very flat. There were not many cther heavy concentrates
present, Closed the hole.

Friday, June 28

We drove te the junction o7 Spruce and Rose Creek, where we setup
camp. It came to my attention the clam Rope 326909 becomes due for
renewal on Jure 28. We decided to do some more panning on Rose Creek.
About 53 m North, the bedrock is exposed on the Eastern side of the creek:
we could see old overgrown tailing piles from o long time ago. We panred
material from broken bedrock mixed with gravel, and recovered colors in
every pan. Gold was mostly small, but was coarse with a small amount of very
fine black sand present. In the afternoon we went to the mining office in
Atlin 1o verify the state of the title Rope 326903. At the closing of the
Governmen® Agent, 4:30pm, the clarm had still not been renewed, sc we
decrded that the next day we would re-stake the abeve-mentiored claim.

Saturday, jure £9

We started at 7am, and with *he help of my Magillan GPS, and the
Honda FourTrax, we progressed cuite rapidly. It would have been much
faster hod we used the existing posts, but we decided to move the claim in
direction tha* would cover a porton ¢f Spruce and Rose Creeks, which had
rot been covered by the Rope clam. We were gbout halfway through cur
work when myv wife snotted angther arosnector, and ot thot fime we knew
thoi we hod made ¢ mistake changing he bounduwries of the ciadm. He
changed the upper final post to be mis nhal post, se that by the time we sow
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nim, e was completing his werk by nailing his Vina! 1ag on the previous intial
post. T was quite upset, because this seems *¢ be a very rice claim o work
with light machinery, and it aiso hos twe cobins. Regardless, we finished our
staking, and completion was at 9 15am, our competitor's had been at 8:20um.
Te add insult to injury, we saw ihat the name of the claim was now "U R
Hinz". Neecless to say vhat after all that walking and disappoiniment, we
dicin't feel like doing very much else that day.

Mordery, July 1

We went for a ride over the mourttain divide that lies between Spruce
and Wilsors Creek. At about 4 km from Spruce Creek we came to a mountain
an the Western side that was highly minerclized. We were still quite a
distance away, and it was herd to te!l whether it was iron or seme other type
of mineralization. At the 8™ km of our trip, we came across a gully, and cbove
it a rockslide had occurred, mest of the rocks being o nice green coler, but
once again, it was too far to ieli what they were. We observed a vein above
the reckslide with binoculars, and it uppeared like there was a buge vein of
jade high above the rocksiide. We arrived to Wiison Creek where we met a
group of miners from New Zealand, who were operahing a special trommei
with hydraulic riffles, o a float. It is supposedly very efficient for fine goid
recovery. We pamed tributaries of Wilsor: Creek on the way back, but did
net recover any gold.

Tuesday, July 2
Went to Atlin for supplies and took the day off.
Wednesday, July 3

We drove up O'Doanel roud to the junchion with Canyon Creek, and
from there, we hiked in for 6 km. The first 3 «m were staked, but everytning
after was not. Therz is nc road or *reil to the vpper reackes of Canyon
Creek, so we used anwral Trails, and smoll patches between the Willow bushes
to progress. We started panning approximately 3 km upstream, in the bank
abort L0 m adove a beaver dam. 3edrock was aboui 1 m under some rusty-
'coking qravel, ard was sioping sharply towards the creek. Bedrock wos
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asible n many places for the next ¢ km. We found colors in 6 out of 12 pans.
I broke apart deteriorated bedrock, and in the smcl! amourit of material from
pade the crack 1 found a nice coarse fleke 2 mm in diometer. In the last
kilometer of our nike, the valley broadened, and there was rc longer any
visibie bedrock. We parned grayish-looking gravel in the upper reaches but
there wos ne gold present. A+ 3:00pm, we storted heading back, and arrived
at the truck at 9:00pm.

Thursday, July 4

Returned to Boulder Creek where we again met with Mr. Rudy Rodigk
who 1s a 75 year oid prospector. He is clse a human encyclopedia of miring
kncwledge. In h:s iife he has been at just about every creek in the province
thet carries gold, as well as some that don't. We mentioned to him that in the
previous year we tried to get to McConnell Creek in the Ominece, and are stili
irferested in that area. He told us that he had been at McConnell Creek 18
years ugo, as weil as giving us ovher usefui informatien, and drewing us o map.
In the afizrnoon we went tack to Litile Boulder Creek, just cbove his cabin,
where we cut o trail through the thick Willow ang other urderbrush for
about 100 m, where we dug a test hole B0 cm deep. While digging, I broke
apert a dull, black rock, exposing a beautiful vein of bive lead ore, and on the
side, there was ¢ smaller vein of Mica, intermingled with yellowish-green spots
the size of dimes, which I believe is Zinc ore. We panned the extracted
materai - there was some black sand, but ne goid. We closed the hole.

Friday, July B

We took a metorcycie ride ulong Ruby Creek, stopping above a canyon
where we could see about 80 m of soiid leva rocic above compacted gravel.
Someone was presently mining there with an excovator and large trommel.
From there we rode to the upper periphery of Ruby Creek, which was not
currently staked. We panned on a number of locations without any success.
We observed ihe iailings from ore oid shaft, mestly composed cf broker:-
dowa yel'oaish rocks, which at close exemination appesred to be grande with
terge Fiakes of Mica in it. On the way bock, we Took o road West, which
prought 115 to an o d Voloane crater: driving was hard due to all the loose lave
rociks. We were lafzr +oid by Rudy that at one time there had been
n=cgpecting for diamonds ot that lacation.
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Saturday, July 6

We evaiuated our prospecting up unhl now, and decided that the best
prospect so far was stili McKinley Creek, arnd decided to returr for a doy.
Ve dug ¢ hoie 10 m from the creek, just Morth ¢f the traid. First there was
n thin layer of topsail, then a 30 em thick layer of clay, underneath that we
came Yo nice rverwashed grave!, finding smal colors in the first pan. We
deepened the hole e 80 em, and feund that gold was getiing coarser as the
hole got deeper. Qur progress was halted due to the rising waier leve! in the
hele. Closea and leveied +he boie.

Sundav T
Sunday, July 7

Got up early and drove to McKinley Creek and staked 2 claims, the first
one being PC #3476066 {Nana), the second being PC #347607 (Brian). We
started at Tam, and finishked ot 1:20pm. In the fternoon we hiked further
up the McKinley Valley, panning ot various lacations.

Mordey, July B

We tock the morning off, and in ihe afierncor we did a few nhours of
hard-slaicing with M~ Rodigk's permission. He merticned fc us whare e
previous owner of the clum had been doing concentrate clean-ups, and
siggested that we reprocess these as ha believed that the previous cwner of
ihe claim had dere o careiess job. ‘We recovered 3 oz. of geld and a few nice
rugeets m 2 bours of werk.

Tuesday, Juiy 9

We werit for a ride up Wrighi Creek, where there are ¢ few operations
going, one particularly iarge one. They were removing grave! from an oper pit
n the middle of the velley, with 3 large trucks, bringing material back up o
ground level ond dumping it, where there was a 2-9 constantly leveling
ground. Apparently they were trying to naack the bettom of the valley. We
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Jreve past them for about 2 km, where we noticed some exposed bedrock;
we panned gravel about | m above the bedrock, and reccvered o few fine
colors in each pan. Leter, we cleaned +he bedrock in 4 different locatens,
ant recovered B mee flakes, che D mm acress (yet quite flat).

Wednesday, July 10

We decided 1o leave Atlin since we couldn't gei a work permit for our
rew claims right away. While we were regisiering the claims, T had the status
of the MeConnel Creek claims in Ominica mining disirict checiked, ard learned
that they had all lansed. We had another 3 weeks left, so we decided to try
orice agoin to iocnte and Lrospeci McConnel Creek. We drove ol! day anc
arrwved to Liard Hot Springs ab 1ipm.

Thursdey, July 11

Just 80 km post Ft. Nelson we had o flet tire, and about 75kin past £i.
5+ John we want +o sleep, and when we woke up, we hud a 2" flat tire, in T+,
5t Jehn, we replaced both tires since they were beyond repair, stecked up
on supplies and fuel for 1000 km since there are no more services from
NcKenzie Norik,

THIRD PROJECH LOCATION

NEISMAP 41V [6W

The McCorrell Creek aren 18 located i the North Central area of

British Calumbia in the Ominece Mountaing in the Omineca Mining Division. It
5 West of the Rocky Mountain Trench, the North end of Williston ake, and
tne Swannell Range.

The McConnell Creek Vailey is approximately sixteen kilometers leng
with the McConneil Lakes at the Morth end of ihe voliey. McConnell Creek
commensas less twr a kdomeier Soutk of e lokes and flows in a gouth
| A DU l o . ) L1 . ] LS. IR | A . ! "!74","; PILI L
fosterly directen fo ihe Irgenika Fuer whon empies into Wikisior Lake
about 160 kilometers 1o the Easr, FPor tance ilometers befare reachire the

e

Urngznika, Molonnell Creek flows thepuoh o canyer. For the six kilometers
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between the lakes and the canyon, the creek flows through wide meadows and
'cw lyirg benches.

PROSPECTING TARGETS

P

Prozpecting targets are gold and platinum in placer deposits. Geld has
been found along the ertirs length of the wolley in varying
concentrations and at various ievels. The geld occurs as the fire, short
variety, as smail rounded grains, and smali Flatrened nuggeis. Very fine
goid is found in the black sandz. Platinuim is found aleng with the gold,
and occurs as small flokes and rectangular arains, and is also found in
the biack sands.

ACCESS

We turned on the gravel road 30 km before McKenzie. The road
‘ewards the Nation River was so bad that they had stopped logging. In some
places mud was coming out in the middle of the road, and we could feel the
truck sinking; Nevertheless we mode it through this 70 km. Afterwards, the
road was gooad and solid. We stopped at Osilinka logging camp and asked for
directions, since there are quite ¢ few new logging roads. From there we
drove to “Leuisville, Population: 2" where we met Louis ond Nicole, who were
very helnful and informative, for they had lived there 8 years. We slept ot
kilometer 422 where the smail access road turns East to McConnel Creek.

Saturday, July 13

We iraveled 23 km, wnich toox s 6 hours andg lots of hard work. The
road was in good condition, except fer a number o wash-cuts which we had
to repair i order o cross. In the afterncon we sztup camp ot o leve! spot,
Just before the junction of Jensern and McConrell Craek.




Monday, Julv 15

We crossed McConnel Creek with the truck, water in the middle of the
creex beng about 1.Z m deep, mostiy because there was still snow melting in
the mountains, ond it had been raining for the last few days. After crossing,
we unlcaded the Henda FourTrax and followed the road on the East side of
the creek for 1.3 km, where the road crosses the creek again, back to the
West suie, where water was too deep to cross with the Fourirax. We
started panning ot various places or the way back, and found fine gold

avery location.
Tuesday, July 16

We crossed the river agair with the truck and decided te dig test holes
about 30 m away from the river. We dug a hole 1 m deep, reddish gravei
starting right under the grass roots, and convinues to 80 cm in depth. After
that, it slowly turns grayish. We processed 23 pons, and oo tained excelient
results from the firs® par on. Average count was 12 colors to *he par, with «
few ponfulls as high as 30 colors per par. The coarser colors were cbout 20

cn below the surfoce, but there were not any sizabie tiakes. Another

?

feature of this test hele was the largest concentration of black sand ar &
had ever seen, which could be troublesome for removing gold.

Wednesday, July 17

We were quite excrted about our findings, and decided that we wouid
stake 3 clams all in a row in a Northernly direction, before someone couic
beat us to 11, as with Rose Creek in Atiin. ‘We crossed McConnel Creek twice
with the truck, and for the last 3 of the claim we used odometer on the
FourTrax, in conjunction with the Magelian GPS. The first claim storts at the
junciion of Jensen and McConneli Creek, VoL #1, PC #348435. The second
claim g Vel #2, PC #34843%8, and the third is 'L A3, PC #348437. V+«L #C
hos two cabins which date from the 192C's and are in good condition, eside
from the reofs which need repairs.  We aecided 1o return the next day and

pon crodrd The cabins wihere exteriye wury aod peen gone in early doave,



Thursday, July 138

We heve B cm of snow on the ground this morning. We crossed the
creek with the truck twice, and socn affer we crossed, we came jo iarge
failing piles (approximately 3 acres). We parred where the old timers had
stopped, processing about 3 m of gravel, and recovered 3.2 grains of goid and
a large quentity of black sond. We alse came across o buried shaft which led
us to beseve that we are on oid workings dore by #r. Jensen since he 1s the
orily one on record thal sunk ¢ shaft ai Mclonrel Creek, To the cepth of 190
Feat iv w ot tempt to reach bedreck.

Friday, July 19

We drove the truck across the river to the start of Vi 713, from
there we hiked 1 km to tha cabing. We were panning in old trenches and
getting up to 40 small colors and lots of black sand in each pan, and spent the
day prospeciing in that crza. Or a trall thet leads down ¢ Mclonnel Creek,
wez found exposed bedrock, about 2 m below a bench. We sturted *o dic
down in ore of the old frenches, in an ottempt to reoch bedrock, but 1t
became to dangerous as the walls of the trench became unstable since we
were removing the rocks frem the bottom.

Saturday, July 20

‘We spent the cay prospeciing Vil -#1, we siarted panning at the
juniction of Jensen and McConnell, without much success. About 200 m
North, we came ocress u flat plateau, and between small irees, we feound
guiie ¢ bt of old werkinas, approximatay 2 acres; The noticeable feature of
s sive was ihal goid-bearing gravel was only about I m ceep. We panned on
wory diffecen! focations, ard found The st colors about 20 cm below the
surface {there was much bleck sand present ot this location aiso). It was
reuning a bit ail cav, and we decided to ge home, since T was aiso enxicus to
“eiidier our clkums as svon as pessibie. Ve left early in the morning on

Surday, July 21, and arrived home late Monday evening.
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second | rip to McConnell Creek

We received the permit for hand work for sur new claims on McConnel;
Creek and we ieft home on September 12. We arrived at Vil #1 on the
evening of September i4. There was no way that we couid bring our traiier
to V+b #2 and V+L #3 since crossing the creek with it was jus* too hard. We
brought with us an old stove, plagtic for +the windows, and all the necessary
things needed to make one of the two cabins on V4. #3 livable.

Sunday, September 15

We took the truck which was loaded to the top, we even brought
roofing shingles since the roofs of both cabins were in very bad shape. We
made it all right to V+L #3, but just before we crossed the creek, we got
stuck quite badly. The trail at that peint was mostly clay, and to make
matters worse, there was a small stream crossing it. 1t took us 3 hours and
iots of hard work to get the truck through. When we got to the cabins, we
unloaded all the supplies and returned with the truck to higher, solid ground,
which was 0.6 km from the cobin. From there, we commuted with our Honda
FourTrax which had no problems crossing the muddy section; it was lucky for
us that we did so, as it rained heavily for the next few days. We returned 3
km South to the trailer to sleep, since the cabin wasn't ready yet.

Monday, September 16

We shingled the rosf on the larger cabin, cleaned out al! the mess that
packrats and percupines had made since the last occupants left (most likely in
the 1950's). T instailed the door, stove and bed, and this was the first night
thet we spent in the cabin, which was quite roomy, and with the stove in the
center, throwing lots of heat, it was very enjoyable. It almost felt like we
went back in time, especially after reading ali the old writing on the wails.

Tuesday, September 17

We went prospecting North ot Vil #3 where the deposit on the West
side of the creek rises about 30 m cbove the creek, We nanned rumerous
iccations, not finding gold everywhere. There was o very gocd spev arcund
100 m North of V+L #3, s0 we decided ¢ stake one more clam, V+H. #4.




Wednesday, Sentember 18
Y. S

We started staking at 8am, and since the trail was going North aionq
the creek, we made good time. We were aguain assisted by the Magellan GP5
and the Horda. We finished staking V+L ##4 at 1lan. We used the remainder
of the day te explore the new claim.

Thursday, September 19

We took our Honda and drove up the McConnell Creek mining trail for
6.5 km in a Nerth-Eastern direction. We came t¢ an abandoned hard rock
mining camp n geoc condition. About 106 m North of the camp we reached
the headwaters of McConnell Creek, which at that point flows in a Westeriy
direction. There was some evidence of placer activities, but compared to our
claims seemed virtually non-existent. We panned at that location, and
recovered traces of goid in every 2™ par. From the camp we back-tracked
for about 100 m, then turned East on a newer mining road which brought us
to the top of @ mountain. There we found o quartz vein 1.5 m wide, where we
tock some mineralized samples. Returned to the cabin late in the afternoon.

Friday, September 20

We started prospecting South of the cabin on V+L #3. We hiked aiong
the West side of the creek, which ¢t that location flows through about a 150
m wide valley. About C.5 km further South, there is ¢ 25 m high bernich where
w2 noticed some old workings. We nanned for 2 hours, and in every pan we
recovered between 10 and 30 visible colors. There was only about 1.2 m of
nice brown gravel above the bedrock. This is the first place on our claim that
we found true bedrock so near *he surface.

Sarurday, Seprember <1

We decided to de mere thoroush, systematic testing near the cabmns.
Dug test hole #1 approximately 20 m Fast of the cabmns, near “he water nipe
wtuch suppiies water to the cabins. Beiween ihig test hole and the creek
there is approximately 2 - 3 acres of coarse tailing niles. Old timers dug the




trenches quite far from each other, and between them les much of the
uncisturbed gravel, and so far we heven't had a pen centaining less thar 12
colors, the best being 60 colors to one pan. Gravel is easy to wash, but it
dees cortain lots of black sand, and we also found a few specs of platinum.
Ir test hele 7#L there was cbout 30 cm of brown sandy gravel, underneath
that wes grayish sandy gravel with lots of black sand. My wife panned the
greyish layer and recovered up to 45 colors to the pan. We processed about
$ m’ of gravei through the sluice and recovered 5.4 grains of gold. Closed
tne test hole.

Monday, September 23

Dug test hole #2 35 m North of test hole #1, at the end of an cid
trench, most of the trenches being about 1- 1.5 m deep. There was about 25
cm of brown gravel most of it being uniform size, and underneath that, it
tarned gray with occasional boulders. Processed 1 m by hand through the
sluice, recovering 10.7 grains of goid. We kepT all the black sand, and from
this test hole, we collected almost a ful! pint. Closed the hole.

Tuesday, September 24

Test hole #3 is located 100 m North of test hole #2, once cgain ot the
end of a trench. Here too was 30 cm of rusty brown gravel with a few large
boulders, some up to 1 m in diameter. Under this layer gravel changes to «
grayish coicr, and rocks become more uniform in size. We processed 3 m’
Hrough the shice and recovered 3.5 grains of goid. We tested each layer by
hand panning, and gold was tound from right below the grass rocts all the way
to the bottom of the hole (which was one meter deep). Closed the hole.

Wednesday, September 25
Test hole #4 iz 50 m South of test hole #£3. Gravel was the same as in

the previous hcles, but the gold was more plentiful here. ‘We processed + m®
of material and recovered 4.1 grains of gold. Closed the test hole.




Thursday, September ¢é

Test hole #5 is 100 m Lnat of res hole 44 o tae direction of the
creek. We didn't have envuah hoses to reacs i1:s ocation, s¢ we were just
hand panning, but even sc w= st had 1 curry materal abeut 100 m e the
nearest water. The first pans that we processed wz took from a 4 m deep
trench, with rocks stacked on both sides, in Chinese stvie. The vesults were
quite amazing, as we were gettvig over 100 coiors fo the pan, with a few
fiakes aboui € mm acress. As soon as we staried panning the side cf the
trench, and under the rocks, the amount of gold dropped off dramatically,
which brought us te tne conciusion that the aold we were recovering from
te center of the trench hae most ikeiy been tost by old timers. We found
3.€ grams of geld.

Fridey, September 27

Dug test nole @5 70 m North ‘Aest of test kole #%, and once again
this test hole waz dug at the end of ¢ *reach. We started processing gravel
from B0 cm below the surface through the sivice bex. The first meter was
brownish grave! with a few jarger houiders, and underneati that was «

grayish sandy laver “Ae processed oo’ of mwrercl, tvy wife panning eoch

loyer individually. There was go'd *hroughout, but omezingly there was more
sold in the sandy leyer. We recovered 10.7 graing of gold. Closed the test

hoie.
Saturday, September 28

This morning we had 20 cm of fresh snow on the around. And decided
't was hime to lecve before we got sncwed in. We boarded up both cabins,
and brought all the supplies to the truck in four trips. At 3pm we left
McConnell Zreek. We were relieved ofter we mode the climb to the top of
the hill which wouldn't have been possible without a 4x4 and chains. Sper:t
the. night near Menard Creek.

We arrived to the Ominica mining road at llam on Sundey and were
back home in the Okanagan on Tuesdav, October 1. This concluded our
nrospecting and mining for this season.
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The 1996 season has been the most successful since 1 began prospecting in
the early 1990's. With the help of my wife, I staked four claims in the
McConnell Creek area, and two on McKinley Creek in Atlin this year. I am
looking forward to 1997 to do more testing with my equipment.

I am very grateful for your grant, for it has greatly eased the financial
burden on my family and I and I am looking forward to working with you next
year. ‘ ’ '

Yours Truly,

Vladimir Pogorevc






