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SUPPLEMENT TO SUMMARY OF PROSPECTING  ACTIVITY .= 

I. The 1997 season  was  veiy  successful in that  the  presence of  precious  opal on  the  Taha claims was 
confirmed, and 2 additional deposits  were  discovered on the  south flank of Tahaetkun  mountain.  Deposits 'TWO and 
three  were staked  (Joan claims), and  appear t o  be very  small  in extent  although more  work %ill be required to confirm 
that  opinion.  These  deposits are located  approximately 2 kilometers  east of  the original Taha. discovery 

over a vertical distance of  some 5 5  meters  on a talus slope. Individual specimens of precious  opal  range in :size from 
The Taha  deposit is contained in an  area approximately 150 meters  long by 70 metfas  wide.  and is exposed 

less that Imm to  the largest specimen  found to date which measures  some 3cm by 1 5 cm in xea.  The malc,riQ ofthe 
precious  opal found to date is too small for  jewelry  purposes.  hut much work  remains to be  carried  out  before  the 
economic  potential of  the  deposit can  be determined. Brightness.  play of colors.  and variety *of base  color is, excellent. 

includes nr ious  shades of red,  grecn, and blue 
Base  colors of the  precious  opal  include clear, white, lemon, brown,  and  blue  with varying shades of each. IFire 

on a talus  slope that has an average  slope  of  about 40 degrees which would  make  the use ofrnechanical  exc;ivation 
difficult and expensive. Exactly how  hrther exploration ofthe deposit will be carried out is yet to be  determined. 

the opal is loo small to be of commercial interest The south  face of Tahaetkun  mountain is difiicult to explore 
because ofthe steep  nature ofmuch  ofthe area,  portions  are heavily wooded.  and  portions  are  covered with 
overburden.  The potential for further  deposits on the mountain is quite high, and  further  prospecting is required. 

Exploration to the  southwest of Tahaetkun  has also been  encouragins  with  some jelly (transparent) opal 
discovered  This is  always  present  where  precious  opal is found so is an encouraging  indicator,  and again more 

One ofthe problems in exposing  more  outcrop on the  Taha  property  relates to the k t  that the  discovery is 

The  two deposits  found 2 kilometers to  the east  have  not been ii~lly explored,  but initial impressions  are  that 

W prospecting is warranted. 
The  precious  opal on Tahaetkun may also he  of considerable scientific interest as some  of it  would appear to 

be of very recent ori@n This obsrrvation is based on the fact that several  samples  have  been  observed  with tiny 

fractured basalt. It seems  obvious  that silica solutions  migrating down  these  organic  threads have precipitated 
grains of precious opal (sugar grain  in size) forming  along hair size  root fiber:$ that  have g o w n  through vesicles in 

precious  opal  granules and.  if this is the  case,  would  seem to indicate  that the fire  opal  has  formed in a relatively short 
period of  time which would be in serious conflict with  conventional  theories  that propose that  precious  opal  takes 
millions of years to form 

hampered  prospecting for precious opal. Jelly opal is almost impossible to see  when it is wet, and in  most cases 
precious  opal in this  region loses its 'fire' when it is wet  In retrospect many ofthe days spent  in Area One 
prospecting  for  opal may have  been  more  productively used in Area Two prospecting for  more conventional minerals b 

The Okanagan  region  experienced an unusual  amount of rain and  cloudy  weather this summer  that seriously 

The high copperisilver assay reported  under  Area  One - significant results - is actually from an are&" \.!3 c, ,+ 
0 fl Tertiaq Roc.ks. Vernon (821.) and Adjacent Map Areas'. Thls p a p e r 6  Peter B. Read, Geotcx Consultants limited 
$& &Ilkland which was  prospected in response to commentaty within a paper - 'Industrial Minerel Potential of the \. * w  

some  common  opal was  noted  during a one day  investigation. a mineralized that yielded the  above noted 
susests   Pase 214 (attached)  that  Estekwalan  Mountain may be  another  prospective  area for )precious opal. While 

assay was  ofgreater interest.  Ilnfortunately by the  time  the  assay  data was a\;ailahle it was to'n  late in the  season to 
return  for a more  thorough  investigation. 

Obviously  there is no  other way ofaetermining  the potential  value of precious  opal  short of offering the  gemstone  for 
sale to a knowledgeable  opal dealey - ofwhich  none exist loally. This  expenditure  should,  therefore. qualify as a 
legitimate cost of analyses. See  attachment for  details~  Note -the purchase was carried out throu$ a third party  in  a 
community  remote  from  Vernon to avoid  arousing curiosity re  the possibility of another disccwety of preciolJs opal in 

Downing.,  a director of Okanagan  Opal. 
the  Vernon  area.  This was deemed  necessaly  because the developeriproducer of the  Opal  Brightness Kit is Paul B. 

2.  The assaylanalyses costs include the  cost of an Opal  Brightness Kkfor precious  opal  evaluation  pwposes. )c. 



that  most ofthe travel was over local  logging roads many ofwhich have  been  decommissioned  and are overpopulated 
with badly designed  water bars which are  too deep. too steep, and too numerous. This  drivins is not only  hard on a 

3 .  If30 cents  per  kilometer  seems high for  use of a personal  vehicle consideration must be given to the fact 

iv vehicle in a physical  sense,  but results in excessive tile1 consumption due  to incessant shifting, and speed  variations. 
Only field prospecting  time was  charged,  and  numerous  other  costs  incurred to free  up  prospectirg  time  are 

not included  and,  indeed, do not  qualify under  the  terms of the  agreement. 
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1997 SAMPLING RESULTS 

-ntion 

Quartz  Rhyolite  dike within the  precious  opal  zone  Taha claims 

Same  as  above. Assayed re potential for sold  values 

Rust colored fracture zone, basalt,  west  end  Tahaetkun 

Sheared dioriteite, south of Chapperon  mountain 

Sheared  diorite  with quartz inclusions, south of C,happeron 

Sheared  tuff (7) horizon SW of Chapperon 

Shear zone with  quartz  inclusions, SW of Chapperon 

Sheared limestone, basalt  contact, SW of Chapperon 

Quartz vein, SW of Chapperon 

v 
S a m o l e m b e r  

1997-6 

1997-7 

1997-8 

1997-9 

1997-10 

1997-1 I 

1997.12 

1997-13 

1997-14 

Y 

r 

LQQliQn 

Area One 

Area One 

,4rea One 

Area One 

Area One 

Area One 

Area  One 

Area One 

Area One 

( 1997-15 Falkland Area Fractured  fine  grajned volcanic - green stain of malachite 

1997-16  Chloride  gneiss Eastern end of Tahaetkun  mountain 

1997-1 .kea Two Quartz biotite gneiss, pyrite, east of Doreen Lake 

1997-2 Area Two Same  as  above 

1997-3 Area Two Silicified fracture  zone in biotite  gneiss - north of Bear Lake 

1997-4  Area Two Shear in fine grained black basalt - west ol’Bear Lake 

1997-5  Area Two Rusty  outcrop basalt (?), east of Doreen  Lake 

1997  Precious  Opal  samples: A large number (200 plus) of precious opal samples  were  taken from the 3 
discoveries on Tahaetkun  Mountain. Analyzing these  samples using the Opal  Brightness GI: and the text by Paul B. 
Downing, Ph~D. entitled  ‘Opal  Identification  and Value’, it is my opinion that  Tabaetkun Opal meets  ’economic  gem 

base colors  is unusually broad, and early indications are that the  gems  are  stable.  Further trenching, etc., will be 
criteria’ in every  respect with the possible exception of stone  size.  Color is  brighi in all shades and hues, the  range of 

required to  determine if the  deposit(s)  contain  sufficient  gems of the size  required for economic  production 

If nothing else, the discoveries  on  Tahaetkun  Mountain  prove  that  Okanagan  Opal’s initial discovery of 
precious opal in this  region  (their  property in now in production),  was not a ’one of a kind’ geological anomaly. 
Further  discoveries of precious opal will be  made within this  region in the  years to come. 
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n Y P  GEOCHEMISTRY 
ASSAYING 

ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY 
ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING 

w 
10041 L.Trnns Canada tiwy.. R.R. fi2 Karnloops. B.C. V2C 614 Phone (250) 57:1~5730 

Fax (250) 5734551 

CERTIFICATE OF ASSAY  AK 97- 1090 

L.R. NILSEN 
6465 CLOVER  ROAD 
VERNON, BC 
V I  B 3T7 

A'TTENTION: L.R. NILSEN 

No. of samples received: 8 
Sample type: ROCK 
PROJECT#: NONE GWEN 
SHlfMENT#:  NONE GIVEN 
Samples submitted by: L.R. NlLSEN /I- 
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I Ag  Ag 
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ET #. Tag # (sN ( O W  (%.) 
7  1997-1  5  618.0  18.02 1.53 W 

15-Oct-97 

QC DATA: 

Standad: 
Mpla 

CPb-1 

XLS197 

I 

69.7 2.03 1.44 
0.25 

LTD. 
- 

' B.C. Certified Assayer 

Page  1 
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