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Ma+ IT PLEASE POUR EXCELLENCY :- 

I have the honour herewith to present to Your Excellency the Third Report 
oKthe Mining indnetries of the Province. 

‘All of’which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honour to be, 
Yoti Excellency’s obedient Servant, 

A. C. ELLIOT?, 

9th Jammy, 1877. 
Provincial Secretary & Mid&r of dlines. 

REPORT. 

A mere glance at the tabulated statementa of Mining statistics for the Province 
for the gears 1875 and 1876, by w&y of comparison,, is sufficient to establish the fact 
that the Returns of Gold are almost ia every directloo less in 1876 than they were 
in 187.5~ _ _ _ 

The estimated total yield for 1876 is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 00 
As against (in 1875) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

980,671 
. . 1,728,588 00 

In Owiboo, Kootenay, and Ca&w the yield ha,s been manifestly Iem, nor is it 
possible with auy degree of accuracy to lay down the exact cawee of the decrease. 

The amounta actually exported by the Banla in 1876 are as follows:- 
Bank of British Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Bnuk of British North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

464,814 90 

Wells Fargo & Co 
527,470 35 

. . . ..*........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 347,701 13 

Add one-third for Gold exported iu private hands . . . . . . . . 
$1,339,986 38 

446,662 12 

TOtal 
--- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,786,648 50 



Report of the&%&&r of i&es. I876 

In Oassiar, in 1876, the number of Miners employed wae certainly onefourth 
more than in 1875, and the results have been, to judge from general report aud 
from the reports of the Qold Commissioner herewith published, very astisfactory, 
and the prospect for the future Beaeon excellent. 

In Carlboo the rich claims ou Lightning Creek have not nearly e ualled 
ii 

in 
yield that of last year. erenee. 

Omineca is almost 
In other claims~ there appears not to be much cl 

to have declined con- 

and Mr. C. A. Vernon, 
that fsvourable~resulte 

A&AL Y~LD. 

The amount actual1 
in 1875, aud the tota 9 

exported hy the Banks in 1876 is over $500,660 1~ than 

$1,786,648 56, aa a 
estimated yield of Gold for the whole Province is 

4 This falhng o 
ainst $2,474,904 in 1875, or~$688,255 50 leaa. 
, a8 before mentioned, ie chiefly owing to the impoaaibility of 

working the rich olaima on tight&g Creek, the fact that the hydraulic claims 
were not washed up, aud a decreaee at 0amiar. 
of that for the yeam 1872,1878, a& 1874. 

However the yield is till in excess 

The ‘,eld of Gold in this section is e&mated by Mr. Commissioner Vow&l at 
$556,474 g the year 1876, ae against au estimated return of $800,000 for 1875. 

1,506 miners and others visited the Caviar dig 
went up in 1875. A lar 

‘rigs in 1876, while only 1,000 

it is generally believe % I? 
er yield of old might there ore have been anticipated, but $ 

that 1,50 miners were more than could be profitably 
employed; this opinion is forcibly expressed by Mr. Vowel1 in his letter of the 
31st August,~ annexed. 

A favourable indication for the future ~uccem of Ca&iar is the that that the 
benches of McDame and Thibert Creekd prospect richly, and only require a supply 
of water which is beiug provided) to produce excellent reaulm. 

Mr. b’ owe11 reports that uuggeta up to 18 oz. in weight have been found in 
what ia supposed to be the old channel in Thibert Creek, and that esuguine ex- 
p&&ions have been formed of the workings for 1677. 

If Uassiar has not realized the perhaps over eauguine expectations formed of it, 
it is at least satislhctory to knoti that it affords employment for 1,000 men, and hae 
this year produced ae much gold 88 Cariboo. 

* The Oommissiouer’s reports annexed contain much valuable and interesting 
information, and will repay a careful perusal. 

“BOB, cassuur, 
“29th June, 1876. 

“SIB: 
* * * * * * * * * 
<iIt is satisfactory to be able to report that some seven discoveries have been already 

made in the district this 8ea8on; they are a8 follows:-& the upper portion, 8ome 20 
miles from mouth of Thibert Creek; and ou Berry, French, Bear, California, and Merritt 
gulches, paying diggings have been discovered. The four first mentioned gulches are 
on Thibert Creek; the latter on tbe~west side of Deane Lake, about half a mile below 
Laketon. A valuable discovery haa been made at the foot of Snow Creek, a tributary~ 
of McDame Creek, and 8ome ei 
are Sylvester, Vital, and Fred 8 

hteen miles from the mouth oflatter The discoverers 
lack, all well-known prospectors, and deserving of the 

claims which they now hold, and which have paid, up to within a short time since, from 
$40 to 86p per day to the hand; the last accounts showing a much larger return. 



40 vie. Report of the Bfinister of Mines. 

‘LAc&-ding to the most accurate information which I can get at present, the num- 
ber of man already in this district msy be safely put down at 1700. In addition to the. 
rabove, men we arriving every day; and I learn that about one hundred more are m 
r6ut~. Of the above, there are some three hundred and fifty on Dease Creek (Chinsmen 
included), about four hundred on Thibert Creek and its tributaries, between seven and 
eight hundred in the vicinity of McDame Creek, and several parties prospecting in other 
portions of the district. 

“Included in the latter, are some forty men who have gone to Sayyea Creek on the 
Dcloire, where very encouraging prospects were obLained by come of that party last 
fall. Sayyea Creek is some three hundred and fifty miles from Laketon, and generally 
take8 from twelve to fourteen days to get there. I have empowered one of the party to 
iesue free miners’ certificates, etc:, and make mining records, a8 the creek is not of ati- 
cient importance at present to thmk of a 

<‘Owing to the many obstacles whio ii 
pointing an offioer for that looaiity. 
have had to be over‘come by the mining eom- 

mnnity this year, the claims, a8 a general thing, have not been in working order for any 
length of time; and, consequently, no estimate can a8 yet be arrived atlas to the probable 
yield of gold for 1876. 

“Much damage has been done, and delay cauee$ by the spring fresh& this year to 
mining property on the different creeks; in many mstances houses, bridges, and wing. 
dams innumerably have been Tmpletely sypt away. 

* * * * 
“1 find that Laketon, Deaae Creek, a8 the most central situation in the district, is 

the best adapted for the residence of the Gold Commissioner, and I shall, in consequenoe, 
make it my head-quarters. 

“It is my intention, ae soon 88 I get through all business re 
attention here, to viait Thibert and MoDnme Creeks, and should P 

niring my immedia& 
have time during the 

summer I would also wish to visit Sayyen Creek, on the Deloire. I doubt my being able 
to do 80, however, a8 I ahnll be obliged to visit ,Telegraph Creek, on the Stickeen, 88 
soon 88 possible, and business $11 be very ~reesmg hererabout the time I get back. 

* * * * 
“There areabout 430 animals engaged in packing between Telegraph Creek and 

head of Dease Lake, and wxne 60 more we expected to arrive from Quesnelle, overland. 
“‘There have been two deatha in this camp this year-Frank Domines and George 

Walters, the former died op 8th of April at head of lake, and la&r on 24th instant at 
Laketon,-both died from natural cawc8. 

“Great dissatisfaction prevails throughout the entire d&riot in consequence of there 
being no mail communication established between Victoria and Cassiar; all suffer alike, 
as regArda irregularity and excessive charges, on what does get here by the Cassisr 
Express. 

“Since my arrival the weather haa been very unseasonable, raining nearly every 
day, and very cold. 

“I am happy in having no criminal caee8 to report. 
“With a view towards the security of Government moneys in this district, I would 

suggest that an iron safe be forwarded to this office. 
* * * * * * * 

(Signed) 
“I have, &o., 

“Aar~na W. VOWHLL. 
I2 The Hon. Provincial Secretary, 

dc, &c., &c.” c 

JJ LAKETON, CASsIaR, 
‘I July 23rd, 1876. 

dz SIR,-I hnvo the honour to report, for the information of His Honour the Lieuten- 
snt Govonror, that I visited McDame Crock on the 7th instant, and have much pleasnre 
in being itMe to eta&e that I found everything on my arrivsl looking well, the miners in 
general looking forward to n tolerably pi-o~perous ~eeaeon. 

“!l’herc was a great don1 of business to be done during my stay there, keeping me 
employed fwm morning till night for thirteen days. 

!“I’he claims, 88 a general thin,, m have not yet, bwing to lateness of wason, been 
thoroughly opened, and consequently no opinion can be formed 88 to the probable yield 



@ goid ,thie goon. Some few claims were at work and pa 
dollirs & ,dsy to the hand. On Snow Creek, the Disaovery 6 

ing from ten to twenty 

dividend of $600 per week t,o the interest. 
ompany wa8 paying a 

The Dunlop Company, adjoining, wa8 paying 
2~ oz.,g.day to the h&d, and several others are at work on that creek with very fair 
p*OSp&l. 

“,Qn~Quar&.Greak a great deal of proepecting is being done, but 88 yet no definite 
idea can be formed 8s to its richness or otherwise. 

,“A disaouery .&as ~been msde in a place called Pleasant Valley, about 21 mites from 
Snow;Creek, and very nice gold taken out. It prospected $22 60 to 140 buckets. _ 

“On McDame ~Creek very few creek claims have been prospected, owing to the 
also@ of water constantly in that stream. 

“For BOXIN. distance on that areek, it is considered, should water be svailnble, that 
the banks would afford remunerative employment to quite a number of men. 

‘I There are about seven hundred men on &Dame Creek. 
* * * * * * * 

“I have, &c., 
(Signed) “A. W. VO~BLL. 

“LAKETON, OAaSIna, 
“August 31st, 1876. 

%a,--I- have the honour to report, for the information of His Exhellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor, the following particulars relative to my distrlot:- 

“The prospects 8s to the yield of gold in Cassiar for 1876 are, I regret to state, far 
from r&zing the general anticipations of the spring. Although several disooveries, 
slready reported on by me, have been made, unfortunately they have not proved exten- 
five; and not being ofa olssa to afford remunerative employment to any great number 
of men, SB discoveries they are of little importance. 

“Many claims on the different creeks, which paid and prospected well Iat season, 
have proved worthless this year, upsetting calculations which, in sccoi7lance with what 
is generally known to govern such events, were based almost npon B certainty. 

“The nnexpected and, from the results of the pa,st two 8ea8on8, the unjustifiable 
rush to Caasiar this spring, in a great measure accounta for the gcoor~l de’pression which 
affects alike the miner, the merchant, and the packer. Such an influx instead of helping 
t~he~district has had the oontrzry effect, ma~amuoh 88 more than half tho entire population 
here thia season had absolutely nothing definite to come to, and in fact were for the 
most part strangers to the country, whoac advent necessarily kept up the price of pro- 
visions and lowered tho rate of wneea. 

“When we contemplate the above facts and, in additto”, take into consideration the 
backwardness of the va~on, the unusunlly high fresh&-which in many ca8e8 destroyed 
nearly a summer’s work,-the difficulties in the way of prospecting, the shortness of the 
s&m&, the high price of provisions, the limited me&us of’ the majority of the men, and 
the consequent amount of credit obliged to be given by the merchants in addition to 
what was already on their books from the past two seasons, it is not altogether ii matter 
of surnrise that this season should not be a nrovitious one for those enaaaed either in 

. &  _ _ -  _ 

mini~~~~~~~~~d~hobwever many claims on the different creeks paying well; and had the 
number of mine&? been odnfinod to within anything like n reasonable limit, or to what it 
was laet year, BB~ from six to eight bundred”men,?he prospects for 1876 Gould appear 
in a much .more favourahle ligbt. 

“1 enclose a list of companies at work on the different creeka 88 an example. It 
muat be borne in mind, however, that a great many claims are paying much better than 
isgenerally reported, 88, without exoeption, the miners distinctly refuse to inform any- 
one 88 to the amount their reapcctive claims yield. 

“I have been most assiduous in my efforts, have, in fact, left no meana untried to 
obtain something like an approximate return of the gold coming out this year, but with- 
out any satisfactory resnlts. Such enquiries ~cem to bc looked upon with suepicion, and 
the actual returns from the various claima ax kept with a jealous care from the know. 
ledso,of all and everyone BBY~ the immediate owner& 
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“Snyyeta Creek hae turned out a complete failure, notwithstsnding the excellent 
prospects obtained last rsutumn. Mr. Levi Harris, one of the discoverers and one~who 
is well-known aa a good practical miner, has returned, and reported that the rich pros- 
pects of last fall have dwindled down to not more than from $2 50 to $4 s day to the hand. 

“Accounts from MeDame Creek are not flattering,-mining there being of B moat 
uncertain character, and full of disappointment& Getting good prospects on that creek 
amount8 to nothing, ns the gold is only found in spots, and consequently snch a thing as 
getting on the &ad and being able advantageously to follow it is a8 yet unknown. 

L’Such being the caee the present depression seem8 most natural, a8 the pros 
of any large body of men is proved by the success of the majority; P 

erity 
unfortunate y the 

majority are here unsucoessfhl; but why? Simply because a burden w&e placed upon the 
district that it could not bear, and that there was nothing on record to justify. The 
meet striking inference to be drawn from such an unsatisfactory state of things being 
that, it is owing more to the recklessness of the numbers who have flocked here this 
8eaeon than to any material falling off 86 to the comparative richness of the district of 
0a:asaiar. 

“Prospecting is now being carried on in the deep ground on Thibert Creek, and on 
the upper portion of Derase Creek, with every hope of eucceee. Should pay ba there 
found, diggings will be opened up which will afford for yeara employment to many men. 

i 

“Excellent prospects have been obtained in the hills from eight to twelve miles up 
Deaee Creek, but owing to the ground being frozen quite solid much difficulty and 
expense is experienced in working. One set of claims, which are a sample of many, 
have succeeded in running a tunnel, for a distance of 150 feet, by heating stones, piling 
them azainst the face of the tunnel. and then eoverine the stones with earth: when it 
is cons&red that the heated stonea l&c had the dea&d effect, they ILPC. rem&ad, & 
80 much of the pay dirt which has been thawed taken carefully out and washed; not- 
withstanding such II slow and expensive process, the ground, after they had got in some 
distance, payed from $10 to $15 B day to the hand. The ground ha8 been found to be 
frozen for B distance of over 40 feet from the surface level, and for more than a 160 feet 
from the slope of the hill or entrance of the tunnel. Should they succeed in getting 
through the frost and keep on the present lea<?, that ground would prove a8 rich a8 any 

-yet cl%yvered in British Columbia. . “1 nave no “e8ltntlo” I” staung tnat next year promises to be ite eUCCeeefIl, 88 any 
that Cassiar has yet known, for the simple roneon that it st,ands R chance of not being 
overdone. The lesson learned by a great many this season is not likely to be coon for- 
gotten, and is certain to act 88 a deterrent againat all future ill-advised rushee to a 
country unknown as to the rigors of its climate, and the many difficulties which beset 
the inexperienced miner and new-comer generally. 

“I have visited the different crecka and inspected them for a distance, in come 
instances, of twenty-miles and upwards. I have found them to have all the appearance 
of such creeks 88, from experience, have been found to confain rich auriforofis deposits; 
and the country generally gives evidence, according to the most approved theories 
eslablished by practical mindrs, of being one rich in minor& and of great oxtent; but 
owing to the convulsions of ia volcanic nature, which hare agitated and entirely changed 
the original formationof the country, these valuable deposits are onlyfouod in spots; the 
lead, &e it is generally understood in other miuing districts a,nd countries, being, with few 
exceptions, dieconnected by these suhterraneous disturbances and imposrible to hollow; 
thus rendering most of t,he rich discoverice already made in the district but the prc- 
cureore of disappointment to the many, proving only a source of wealth to the few. 

“Silver has been found in all its native purity; and but a short time since B piece 
ofpure copper, weighing come fifte,en pounds, wae picked up in B claim on Boulder 
Gulch, a tributary of Thibert Creek. 

L’H~~ev~r, the country notwithstanding its drawbacks has, amongst other precious 
metals, so much gold scattered through it that it affords profitable employment to a 
greater number of minors t.hnn any gold fields existing at the lreson~ day, &t least that 
oome immedintely under our notice, and are of comparatively easy accee~ to the miner. 

* * * * * * * 

“1 am happy~ in being a,ble~to report tbnt this camp has been very free from crime 
this season, which considering the popula,tion-at one time in the neighbourhood of 
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two thousand, exclusive of Indiana-is a matter of congratulation. 
08888 on record, neither being of s very serious charsoter. 

There are only two 

‘I Owing to the severity of the winter, very few miners will remain either on Deasc, 
Thibert. or McDame Creeks after about the middle of Ohtober; home hundreds it is 
thought will winter at Glenora; should such bo the case, 86 my presence ia most required 
at the centre of population, I will have to make arrangements to winter there also, 
returning to Laketon early in the spring. 

* * * * * 
“1 have, &c., 

(Signed) “A. W. VOWELL. 
j’ The Hm. the Provincial Secretay, 

a l%ctoria.” 

“LINT oV &.a~8 WOBKINQ ON MaDnnan CBEEH, lsr SENEMBE&, 1876. 

Nmne of Claim. Remsrks. 

Hilton Claim.. .............................................. Not given Making about 60 oz per week 
Oopper Alek Ckiim ....................................... Paying $14 per day to hand. 
Reensn’s Chim 

,, 
............................................ ,, Pagiog roll. 

Long Andrew Clsim ...................................... ,, $50 to the pen lsst week. 

“On Snow Creek there ie B long flat which prospects well, and if water were intro- 
duced would probably supply 200 men with wages from $10 to $20 per day for a8eeson. 

“ On Quartz Creek 8ome discoveries of good hydraulic diggiuga have beon found. 
“ On Rosetta Creek two companies are doing fairly. 

Name of Dlaim. No. Of men. Remarka. 

Psgao co.. .......... xl .................. . 11~ 
Yorning stsr co 
Enterprise Co 

.... . ..................................... 
............................................... 

Rath Co. (Bench) .................. d .................... 
Shesrer co.. .................................................. 
Feroed Co.. .................................................. / 
Wrange1 co. (Creek). ..................................... ) 
McDoneld Co.. ............................................. i 
Vitelle Co.. ’ ................................................... 
James Co.. ................................................... 
Gollins 00 .... i. ............................................. 
DiscoverT co.. .............................................. 
Hidden Treasure Co.. ..................................... 
Chins co ..................................................... 
Reed Go.. ................................................... 
Usekay Co.. ............................................... 
Yoore co ..................................................... 
Lwd Co.. .................................................... 
Wnldron Co.. ................................................ 
Three Frank Co.. ........................................... 
Portland Co.. ................................................ 
No. 2 Go ...................................................... 
Rlnck Diamond Co.. .............................. s.. ..... 
Smithey co.. ............................................... 
Mahow co ................................................ 
Aretie co ..................................................... 
French CO.. ................................................. 
McCullough co ............................................. 

DO. do. 
Do. da. 
Do. Do. do. do. 
Do. do. Do. do. 
Do. Do. do. do. 
DO. DO. do. do. 

Prospecting. Prospecting. 
Pqing wages. Pqing wages. 

Do. Do. 



i 

Name of Claim. / No. ofrnen. 1 I Remsrks 

Dan Dare Co. ...................... ..” ..................... Prospecting. 
Olympin co. : 
Flying Co.. 

................................................ Payiag wages. 
.................................................. 6 

Hefron Co.. .................................................. 4 
Black Hank Co. .......................................... 7 
Sotton co.. .................................................. 
Nip and Tack Co. ....................................... : 
Enreka Co. ................................................ 1 
Sam Hughes Co. .................... ..................... 
Perseverance Oo., No. I...... ........................... : 

Vioto& 
No. 2.. ........................... _ .. 8 

0. ...................................... I.. ...... 
ottaas co. ................................................ : 
Berry Creek ................................................ 26 One clsim psyiagwell; othetsproapecting. 
Boolder Creek ................................. ........... 12 
Auetralian 00. ............................................. 6 

Sma;oygca. 

Walsh Claim.. ....................................................... 
yictaria Claim ...................................................... 

bztinKtiog 

hearer Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Do, 
ms Claim _...,............................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Good prospect. 
br Stake Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

S~rhrst Ohim 
Wages, (about $7 per day per man.) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wy00 

Sinking. 

H0h -. 
lio.4 Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wages. 
yd Claim . . ;................... ..,....., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pnping well, 

* ‘XDree to one Oleim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a..*.. . . . . . . . . . *.. . . . . . . 
Welliwton 

Fifty dollars per week to hand. 
Clnim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-. . . . . . . . Foorteeo to sixteen dollsra per day to 

Caledoois. Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reported 51,000 par week to interest. 
Jones 00. Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._.........._. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
North 

Paying wages. 
Star Claim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,.,.... .,.,..... . . . . . . . . . well. 

Rath Co. 
Paying 

Ohim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Do. 
Lyons OIsim.. ....................................................... 
Side Wiper Olsim.. ...................... . .......................... 

Goo;r,ws mot over. 

Discovery Olsim.. .................................... ..” ......... Ground aluioing. 

hod. 

From tkii point nprsrds for the miles tkere~ere a fen Ohineae Companies aorking upon absndoaed 
gronnd. 

DlsmoodClsim,. ................................................... Thirty ounces per week. 
Cerrigao Ollrim.. .................................................. Goodasges, (from $10 to $16 pet day.) 
w<mr Li1.y Claim ............ i ..................................... Paying very well. 
P. Barris Claim .................................................... Apparent failure. 
Godfrey Olaim ...................................................... Not down. 
Booth Claim ......................................................... Good ahgea. 
Welch Claim.. ....................................................... Waees. 
Humphries’ Hill Claims .......................................... Fifty-ooedollats to two ~pnns; tunnel in lrbout 

100 feet, 50 feet be&? the surface. 



“ LAHETON, CassuE, 
“October l%h, 1876. 

<iSIR : 
* * * * * * * 
“Good indications have been foand in the hills rind benches on the different creeks, 

and next year is looked fiirwxrd to by all with every prospect of success. 
“It is not expected that there will be a8 many men~in &he district, but it is believed 

that those coming in next aprirlg will have better prospects and of & more defined natnre 
than any hitherto known to exist. 

“The benches on McDamc Creek, for miles, prospect richly ; and all that is re- 
quired to open up diggings for a large number,of miners is water. 4s there ha& been 
applications made and leases gnntcd, subject to~the approval of the Croranment, for 
ditches to convey 98 high BR two bhousand inches, that di5ioulty, I am happy to be 
able to state, is in a fair wsy of being overcome. Active operations have been already 
commenced, 80 88 to have the water about to be brought in svailable upon 88 early a 
date 88 possible next ~ea8on. 

‘:Altbough, on the whole, the &i&g on Th&ert Creek has not be& remunerative 
this year, yet I cannot say it has been unsuccessful, a, in addition to those claims that 
have paid fairly, there has been discovered in the benches what is considered to be the 
old channel or bed of the creek, and all interested therein are rery sanguine 88 to their 
euece8~ in 1877. Many good sized nuggeta huve been taken from there, the highest 
weighing something over 18 oz. The gold obtained seen18 to have been a good deal 
wmhed, which is a very ‘favourable indication. 

L’Denae Creek has also something to look forward to from its hills, which, 88 far 88 
is at present knoyn, promise to be very remunerative. 

~‘This district is a very extensire onea and beyond the c,reeks already enumerated, 
and their tributaries, but very little is known. Snygea Creek, on the D&ire, there 
seems to bc & variety of opinions about, and from all I can lenrn it, or it8 vicinity, has 
not yet been anything like prospected. From the evidence nlresdy obtained it is not 
unreasonable to expect that upon u more eystemat~ic examination it may prove 8. valuable 
addition to the Ca,ssiar district. 

~The Takoo country, which lies in a north-wwterly direction from Deaso Creek 
and is abont 100 m&x distant, also offers inducements to t,he enterprising miner, yery 
good proPpax@ having been discovered there. It ia at proseut a conntry very little 
known, but from what I can learn is of comparatively easy access, and not very iohos- 
pitable in its oha,raoter. 

1‘ On the bead waters of the Stiekeen, which awe situated &bout 75 miles from the 
head ‘of Dease Lake in a southerly direction, very good prospects hsve aleo been found, 
and several men intend going there next S@lg. ‘Thus it will ba seen that this country 
is comparatively ,in its infancy. and if only proper fucilitiea can be cst~ablished for getting 
in supplies so that they can be furnished to the minors at a rensonnblc rate, this mining 
district will be a successful one for yewa to come. 

‘lLaket.on, Deasc Creek, bein,g tbo most central situation, and taking in 88 it does 
Thibert Creek. which is only 12 miles dititxnt, will cor&inuc to be the principal business 
depbt in the district. :From here all the ,goods are iorvmrded to other creeks, via Dease 
Lake and Dease Rive+, and 88 the town consists of many substantial bueiness houses, 
there is no likelihood of my change taking plaoe. 

“ It will be seen by enclosed return8, that as nca a8 it is possible from claims re- 
oorded &c., to arrive at the actual yield of gold from the different creeks, the respective 
amounts are a8 follows, viz:- 

Dease Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~........ $160,300 00 
~Thibert Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I. 130,720 00 
&Dame Creek... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..__. ,......_......,......,...,. X3,700 00 

--- 
$463,720 00 

1: AS there has &-hg the a& mmn heen a good deal of imgular mining going 
oh of which ho traw could be cpt, I hare from the closest enquiries come to the con- E I 
elusion that 20 per cent, may wit.h safety be added to the anounts already &en, which 
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will, without any material difference either way, give 8. correct estimate of yield of gold 
in the Cassisr district for 1876’ the total amount would then be $556 474. 

* * *’ * * *’ * 
‘(From latest accounts it is estimated that about 75 men, Chinese included, will 

winter on Desse and Thibcrt Creeks; and from 10 to 20 on &Dame Creek, 8ome 30 in 
tend wintering at Telegraph Creek, and about 200 at Glenora on the Stickeen. 

“ There is a large stock of provisions in the district at present, which precludes the 
possibility of there being a scarcity of supplies in the coming spring, and consequent 
increase of rates demanded. 

‘6 I enclose a list of the prices current, &c. 
* 0 * * * * * 

Bneon ,, .................................... 

Aam ,, .................................... 

Besns ;; ......... ......... ......... ......... 
sugar 1, ..................... ............... 
Telc 
Coffee :: 

................................... 
roast ........................... 

Do. ;; green .......................... 
Rice 7, .................................... 
Oatmeal (, .................................... 
Fruit (, *hiin dried .................... 
.QPleJ 7, dried ............................. 
Fruit, per cm.. .................................. 
Beef, ,a ................................... 
cp!f”, per lb. ..- ............................ 

0 
F&toes ,, 

................................ 
................................ 

DO. per man .................................... 
Do. 

Pefdm :’ 
sweet ........................... 
.................................... 

Do. per lb. dried ........................... 
Bmndy, 
Whiskey 

per gal!, .............................. 
,, .............................. 

Boots, per psir .................................... 
Do. ., gum .............................. 
Neil+ per Ib. ................................... 
Ghovels, each .................................... 
Picks 

:: 
.................................... 

Axes .................................... 
pe$, per Ib. .................................... 

,, .................................. 
p;cco 11 .................................... 

,l fresh ............................. 
ytr, ( , .................................... 

.............................................. 

CaP.IBoo. 

The yield of gold in Cariboo, for the year 1876, ia estimated by the Govern- 
merit Agent at $646;000, a18 against W60,OOO for 1875. The falling off is chiefly 
in the rich claims on Lightning Creel+, which alone produced over $500,000 in 1875. 

From the report annexed, it wll be seen that the unprecedented high water 
was much against the Lightning Creek claims, while hydraulic claims, owing to 
i&e favourable 8eason for that purpose, have continued to worklatter than usual, and 
have not been “cleaned up,” 80 that the returns from such claims are not in- 
cluded in the detailed statement. 
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The probable BUCCBBB of the Eleven of England claim is ve 
being a teat of the value of the lower part of Lightning 
%ndeveloped. 

Several new Creeks have been opened, among~which Canyon Creek attracta 
considerable attention. 

The working of quartz ledges is also attracting notice, and B company haa been 
organiaed to test ledges that have been diecovered. 

The general tenor of the AgenVs report may be considered highly satisfactory. 

“ RICH~, 4th October, 1876. 
11 SIB+ be to transmit yen my Annual Report and Mining Statistics for the nine 

months ending eptember 36,1876. % 

% 
rominence BB the chief 

I cm gmtified to state that Cariboo still retains its, 
old-bearings district of the Province, thou h the yield of gold 

as not been 88 large 88 sat year, owing to the unprecedented hlg water, which has f .% 
operated against the working of 8ome of the claims oo Lightnin 

% 
and other creeks, 

whilst many of the hydraulic claima have not yet cleaned up, t e fsvoursble 8eaeon 
having enabled them~to pipe much longer than usual. 

“The greatest &re and attention have been aid to make the statements of amounts 
procured by the various mining companies 8s i-e mble as 
ness of come to make their business public, and r P 

oaaible. 
tlm inabi ity 

But the unwilling. 
of other@, through not 

having kept a 
Ii 

roper account of the ame, leave B great deal to the discrimination of 
the enqnirer, t ereby interfering with that accuracy which wootd be desirable. 

“On Williams Creek but little work has been done this summer in the deep or 
drifting claims, &used by the protracted freshet. The hydraulic olraims have, however, 
reaped the benefit of B good supply of water during the season. Hydraulic mining hae 
been hitherto confined to the right, or eastern, bank of the creek, but during the cum- 
mer good prospects were obtained on the west side, above Mink Gulch. Several corn- 

anies have located claims, one or two of wbioh are pa 
i f 

ing well. The Forest Rose and 
t. George Co. are the second company (the Black sck being the first) to initiate 

hydmulieing in the hill below the eafion, having constmcted a flnme, mn 8 ditch about 
a mile long, and made extensive preparations for uext year’s work. 

<‘On Lightning Creek the high water has 
P 

revented the accomplishment of work 
to any extent since last spring. The principa companies have started their pnmpe, 
and it is ex 
Eleven of !iT 

cted that it will take over B month to free the diggings from water. The 
ngland Co., about one mile below the town of Stanley, hsve struck pay, 

which has been gradually increasing every week.~ Should it 
it will be B most important discovery, practically testing B < 

rove to be remunerative, 
arge portion of the lower 

part of the creek. 
“Nelsoni Cocker, Burns, and other tributaries, or conti 

you will observe, have paid about equal to former years. F 
oua oreeks to Lightning, 

snyon Creek, about thirty 
miles north of Stanley, a tributrtr of Willow River, is attracting considerable attention, 
where two large companies have I een located, one of which is prospecting with exten- 
sive machinery erected for that purpose. 

l‘The valuable claima on Jack of Clubs have been lying idle this year, the expense 
incurred in finding the deep channel, running through the Discovery Co.% ground, 
having csnsed them to defer working until next year, when operations will be actively 
renewed. 

‘L’The Victoria Co., on Cunninghrtm Creek, have erected cost1 
l 

machinery and em- 
ployed twenty men, for the exploring of the deep ground, whio 
attempted by other oompapieq but without 8mxe88. 

had been previously 
They have paniped the water out 

of the old shaft and will proceed to sink without delay. 
“ I may also remerk that the bars of the Fraser River still attract B considerable 

number of Chinese, about 100 being engaged in mining between Soda Creek sad Fort 
George, with an average return of from $2 to $3 per day. 

“The estimated product of treasure from all 8ourcec, exclusive of that section of 
the country embodied in Jdr. Oliver Hare’8 report, which includes Harvey and Heithley 
Creeks and the Forks of Qnasnelle, is $646,377. 
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‘c?Imount exhibited in Mining Stati&ca.. .......................................... $361,377 00 
“Estimnted amounts unaccounted for.. ............................................. 125,000 00 
“Probable value of yield for last three months of 1876 ....................... 160,000 00 

-- 
“Making the approximate total for 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $646,377 00 

I‘ The Bank of British Columbia purchased for the nine months ending 
@eptember 30, 1876 . . . . ..t......................................................... $226,000 00 

“ The Bank of British North America bought during the same period... 210,775 00 
“Leaving in private hands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,602 00 
“Probable yield during months of October, November and December... 160,000 00 

-- 
$646,377 00 

“Taking into consideration that not only the Province at large shares to a great 
extent in the prosperity of this district, but that also a large agricultural population is 
entirely dependent on Cariboo for a market for its produce, it is obvious that efforts 
should be made to regain, if not all, ut least a portion of the prosperity which prevailed 
in former years, by the developing of the rich quartz vems which abound throughout 
this district. 

<‘The first step in thit? direction has been recently taken t,o 8ecme the bonefits 
arising from this permanent source of wealih. A company has been orguuized for the 
purpose of tostiug and workiug the ore8 t&on from various ledgcs in the vicimty. 

1‘ The 4.stamp mill purohaaed home ~0x6 since has been erected at Richfield, ad- 
joining ibe sawmill of Xessrs. Mencham”& N:~eon, who have kindly placed the motive 
paver of their steam engine at the disposal of tbc oompany. Rock is being taken from 
a ledge which cau be &aced for a considerable distance on either Bide of the mountain, 
at the summit of the trail leading from Bn,rkerville to Lowhee. The lode avera ‘es from 
twelve to eighteen feet in width, and exhibits indicaticms of the most favorab e t char- 
acter, excellent prospoct,s having bccu obtained from the cropping8 by Messrs. W. 
Forrest aud A. Watson, the lntt,er of whom, I understand, assayed u portion of the ore 
with a result of $80 in gold, aud the same amount ip sil’e? to the ton. 

~~Qonrta is also being taken from a seam in the canon, which seems to contain a 
good proportion of gold, and a quantity of’rock i8 at prcwnt being prepared for milling 
Fn or&r to teat its Gue ~va,lnc. 

“Mr. W. Holmes own8 a ledge near Six-Mile Creek, B tributary of Swift River, 
from which some 50 iba. of qunrt,z vas sent to San Frtlnciaco for resay, and a return 
made of $125 in gold and silvw to the ton. IIo is nom engaged in running a tunnel to 
strike the ledge at a greater depth. 

GL The mill will &ortly be ready for crushing, and, should the results prove 8uo. 
cessful, ieawres mill be taken to p~ocuxwmore extensive machinery, thus inaugurating 
a new era in the mining zmutrlfl of this Province, the advantages of Fhich cannot be 
over estimated. 

“Public attention has been of late directed to the fensibility of working Williams 
Creek from the surface t,o the bed-rock, by the constructiou of :L flume about 23 miles 
in length, at em estimated cost of $150,000. Starting from the falls of Valley Creek and 
striking rook nt a depth of TU feet, xould enable the working of the most valuable por- 
tion of the creek from the BalLnat claiul to the cniion, and render productive a large 
area of hill claims, which, under tho present expensive syatom of drifting, does not pay 
wages. 

‘I The pecuniary advantages offered to a company formed for the above purpose 
need no mention. It is impossible to cnlculnte tho immense amount of wealth still 
lying in the gravel deposit of \Villiams Creek, which musk eventually attract the atten- 
tion of capitalists to the aocomplishnlent of this ralunble undertaking 

“ I have;otc., 
(Signed) ‘( JNO. Bowuo~. 

‘I To the Km. the Ninistav of Mines.” 

From the Eeitbley Creek portion of the Cariboo IMrict the a ent, Mr. Hare, 
reports a yield of gold for 1876 from the Quesnelle and Forks egua to that of last 7 



year, &hough there mere greater difficulties to contend with. 130 Keithley and 
Harvey Creeks a considerable falling off ha,s taken place owing to the great &whets. 

This section of country seems to be almost exclusively occupied by Chiname~, 
who, nccording to Mr. Hare’s report annexed, rise not 60 prone to cave thew 
earnings as iB generally supposed, and contribute considerably to the revenue. 

“FORKS OP QUEBNELLE, 
“September Z@th, ,376. 

“SIR,-1 have the honour to forward, herewith, my report of the mining statistica 
of the Heithley Yistriot, compiled from information gathered OII my annual visit to the 
claims, and in meet caeee obtained from the actual owners. I consider it 8 tolerable fair 
estimate of the yield of gold. 

“As I hare before pointed out, the white miners are in most cases willing to give 
information; but the Chinese (with whom I have most to do) are by nature reticent and 
untruthful in their anavers, especiaIIy when it touches their pockets; thia I find to be 
the oae tiore among new arrivals from California than those who have resided here 
any length of time and who have confidence in me, and have found out they we no 
heavier taxed than the white miner; therefore, I think their account is not much vror~g, 
certainly more likely to be nuder than ovw estimated. 

“The claims on the Quesnelle and forks have yielded on the average equal to laf& 
year, although there were greater difficulties to contend with in the spring in opening 
them out. No wing-damming was attempted, either on the north ,or south fork, last 
winter. 

4‘ Owing to the nevere cold the river fell unusually low in February and March 
last, giving the Chinese R good chance for working among reefs and shoals to advan- 
tage. They also adopted II new style of mining in the south fork; rafts of logs were 
moored in the stream, on which were generally three Celestiafs, two of whom had 
shovele and picks with handles eight to ten feet in length, for scooping up the dirt from 
the bottom of the rirer, which the third person passed through his rocker ; although B 
tedious process, tbey managed to get from three to four dollars per man per diem of 
only a few hours. I saw nearly every day’s proceeds. therefore feel quite safe in stating 
that at least $3,000 c&u be added to the estimated yield of the claim& There is every 
probabiBtyt,hnt mining to t~he same extent will be carried on many years in this section , 
of the country ; nearly all the benches of the river have gold that will pay if water 
o&n be got on them, which will be accomplished wxne way or other. The Chinese have 
it nil their own way; the white miner seeme to have aet his face sgsinet this part of the 
country, or rather tha,n take the ehancee of four dollar diggings he will hunt till he 
nearly starves searchmg for better; not 80 with the Chinama& if he gets a claim that 
will pay fair wages he sticks to it, and if it pays belter, 80 much for luck ; any~oay .itis 
better than running over the country after a,n uncertainty. Many persons suppose that 
s Chinaman can afford Tao work for less wages because his style of living is eo much 
cheaper, but let me tell those persona that John ie ae fond of good living a~ they are. 
When I go to & Chineso cabin I can tell nearly at a glance if the claim p&ye by the 
number of oyster, lobster and sardine tins, also China wine and Hennessy brandy hot- 
tles lying around their domicile. 

“I am sorry to have to report that the outlying creeks have fallen off very much 
in their yield of gold, especially Koithley and Harvey ; one ma8011 is many of the old 
paying claims have been worked out and abandoned ; only two are working on Harvey 
this eeaso~, and one of them (the Cummings) is at preeent only prospecting, but it ia 
expected to pay well.next year, the other (the once famous Minnehahe) is all but aban- 
doned. On Keithley last yeas, the great drawback to mining operations was the long 
drought, but this year tho revawe has been more serious, for during the whole ~&eon 
there~ have scarcely been two succcmire weeks of dry weather, 80 that most, of the Ia- 
bow was expended in guarding a.#net fresh&, and clearing out flooded dlggings. A 
great many Chinese miners baw left for other districta non being able to get work here, 
but moat ofthem will bc back tlgain to wintorqusrtcrs. The town of the Forks is t~heir 
general rendezvous ; last winter more than two hundred lived there and upon the whole 
kept themselves very~peacouble. I had considerable trouble with gamblers at the com- 
mancement, but succeeded in reventing them carrying on their game8 publicly. The 
whole of the trading at the arks 18 done hp Chiwsr: the-r nrc screrai good etores 2 
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doubtodly orcate a f’uroro amongst,c:lpitalists; but here .it is singularly remarkable that 
it wetttes sc3rceIy B ripple of e%zitement, and scarcely :&I) effort mndc to develop n test 
100 feet in depth upox any vein from the outcrop. ‘Tbcve we certainly rema~knble 
features, whorl oxperience,oi’ mining operations io Hcxico nod ?ievndu went to show 
that the lower the workings mere curled tba bet.tor t,lre OI’CB proved to he. IIaving 
regxrd, therefore, to that fix%, 1 feel somcwbat confident in the futuw wvcalth of mining~ 
in these localities when capitsliuts are willin< to develop the mineral ~CSOUI’CCH in tboao 
divisions. During tbe year two Bilvcr mioi;lg licenceti have been issued, but the ledges 

~havo been but I,ttla wrought upon. There wc four white8 prospacting on Siaash 
Creek, hut with whxt success il) not yet asccrtuined. They arc nndw the auporintend- 
ence of Mr. Henry Masters, of B)nrmr~l Inlet, and nro prdspecting tbr quertz, a8 it is 
believed by expcriencod minars that tram tbe appe:waoces of the gold obtnined, rich 
gold-beariug ledges exist on Yiwash Creek. 

“I have. etc., 
(Signed) j‘ WILLIaN TEAQUB. 

“ The Hon. the MSster of Minra, 
“ Victoria. B. C.” 

Haraooes, September 2&h, 1876. 

“SIR,-1 hare the honour to report,, in compliance with request contained iu circu- 
lar of 7th July, lSi6, that miving opu+on8 in tbis section of Knmloops Division, 1 is- 
trict of Yale, are 01 a, very limited chur:lcrcr, being conlined wholly to ten or twelve 
Chionmen who we working on rTranqeille Rive]:, a small &ream emptying into Kam- 
loops L:lke, about ten niilw ill a westerly direction from the town of IGunloop~. This 
river, as far back DB the year8 lEti and 1%“. was the scene of considornhle miniog 80. 
tirity; then a number of minors worked portione of the hed of the stream, making from 
five to eight dollars a day to the hand. 
occatlionnlly ;it xork proupeotin 

Up to the yea:, 18il 3 few white met) were 
g, xvorkins over old digglnss; fiince then to the present 

time, Chinnmen hare been in undi~putcd possc~s:on, working for the most part on the 
bars. Owing to their wt~iccnce it is difficult, to ascertain the amount of gotil dust taken 
out by them, but it is fair to prcsuwo that their rcmu~~cration per day to the hand is 
very small. as they ore ;~l\mys willing to hire out nmons the isomers in their vicinity, 
during the mining wtlson; for orlo arid n half dolltws lx? day-irrigating or anything 
else thoy have for thrrn to do. I 

“On a creek emptying into the North Thompson river on West side. about twelve 
miles.from ita conflucncc? with tbc: rn;lin river at Httmloopn, enrouroging prospects have 
from tirnc to time been got. Last qxiny :t comlxny of Cbinnmon endearourcd to open 
a claim but were driven out by the ununoxl high watt, and have not .since resumed 
operstiona. “ I have, etc., 

(Signed) “JOHN USSHER. 
“ Chades Gootl, Esq., 

(‘Deputy Proaimial Secretary, Vi&riu.” 

“ LILT.• OET, R. C., 2ith September, 1876. 
* “SIR.-1 have the honour to fbrward to you hewwith enclosed Mining Statistics re- 

lating to ihis vicinity. 
~~The only mining enterpriw of any note in this section ia that of Ah Sam; he has 

commcnce;l tho construction ot’ r? ~litcb to take water from cbc Fountain Cretk and con- 
vey it t,o tbo wrrioua bars anil flats bctwwn tbc Fountalll and florsc Beef Bar on the 
Eat aide of Fraser Rirer. ‘She diteb wbun ron~plotcd nilI 1,~ ton miles long; ubout one 
third the distance wilt have to be flumed. The ditch mill carry fire bond~~ed inches of 
water nod will cost :&out il4,OOO. The work is ulreudy mo~x tbun half accompl&hed. 

*iAll the mining in this portion of the district is curied on by Chinese and Indians 
and is confined to tbe ballks of Fraser and Bridge Rirvrs. ‘I ho Chinese arc mostly cn- 
gaged on the Fraser and use 61uiceB xbero water coo hu got ; ihe rocker i8 also used, 
especially Carla rind Ixtc in the 8cason, xhrn tho water is low, nod rery rioh- dvpoi;ts 
are often found. In ~iomc loralitics tbc gois is co.~rse white ill others it i8 VDI’~ fiue :uid 
quicksilver has to he wad to R~VC it,. The mining swoon is aliout tight mootlrs, from 
the middle ot March tu tbc middle of Novcmbcv. ‘There are about sixty Cbiucso en- 
gaged in mining, and they averuge about $2.&J per day. 



~bero, also two botchers, a blncksmith and n ~utcbmnker; tbrer of the storekeefiers hare 
liquor licenses, and two of them opium ditio. On Kcithley there arc six storea, five of 
which have liquor licenses. A ?ast quantity of spirits ure ronsumed amon,g the Chi- 
new, but strauge to say one’never wxs a Cbinnm:in iutoxicated or quarrelsome in the 
streets. 

“I have, etc., 
(Signed) “ OLIVEB l-km, 

1‘ !l’he Eonaurdle the 24inister of Mims.” ‘I Gqw?mmt Agent. 

FRASEB RIVER. 

A good deal of desulfory mining i8 carried.on alo~lg the banks of the Fraser 
from Qnesnellemwth to Yale, of which it ia very diflicult to dbtain accnrate or 
dettiiled information. The a,xents at Lillnnet,, Yale, and Lytton, h;we mado retunls 
shnwing a yield ofgold nmowltinp to 8ome $42,000 which, ,thouyYh not of much 
coosequence in itself, goes to illcrease the geuerel yield of gold iu the Provin&. 

The reports of these agellts are annexed. 
Good prospects hzwe been found by Chinamen at the head of the celebrated 

“Efille Bar” below Yu,le, which illduced tlrcm to vowtroct a costly ditch; the 
agent, Mr. Teague. reports a yield of five to aeveu dollars a day to the baud. 

There is no doubt that the deposits of gold below Yale we far from being 
exhausted. 

Mr. TeaRue’s remarks a8 to the prospects of Silver in the Hope section are 
encouraging&d Torth perusal. 

‘YALE, 28th September, 1876. 
“SIR,-Ih pnrsnance with your request of the 7th July last, I beg to forward here. 

with my report, with mining te‘bular form for ISi% showin? statistirs of’mining for the 
Yale and Hope division, by which you will perceive thxt mining in these looslities is 
not diminishing since my rrpwt of last yew. I urn ,plcased to intorm you that the 
company of Chieamen alluded to thePein a8 prospecting immediately at the bend of 
“Hill’s Unr,” huve found very encouragiug prospects, extending into the bank of the 
large flat, proving sufficiently rich to induce them at a connidernble expenditure, to 
complete D large water ditch of over n mile and a half in length, and whew difficulties 
had to be overcome in perfecting the gwde by fluming, in order that they might have a 
full supply of wxte~. ‘They have just fbirly etarted to ~.a& the ground, and with the 
most satisfactory results. The claim y:el?, which I learn from reliablc ~ourceb, is from 
$5 to $7 per diem to the hand. Attention LR being drawn to the lerge flnt bearing placer 
deposits, which is marked with general characteristic indications, remainieg at the head. 
unexplored. and doubtless wbwo oatcnsive prospecting will shortly follow with equully 
a8 good returns, no doubt adding a new ara. to mining industries in tbo valley of the 
Fraser. The mineral resourc,w of these localities are vcr 1 J .gent and no doubt valuable. 
Ledges containing silrer. copper, hemutito and lead ure i’unnd in abundance throughout 
the divisions; and on ~evewl occasions specimens of silver-bearing rock of a most satis- 
factory character hare been taken from tho cropping8 of the lodges by parties prospeot- 
ing, from which tests of silver have been given of TV very promising mature. Within bhe 
past few weks (~6 ususlly i# the case at this B~GRO~ ‘of thu year,. seve~nl parlie have 
been out on a prospuctin tour, and wvcr;kl newly diecovered lodes we reported, and 

1 wme tine samples of i-tic XI‘O exhibited by (George Qordon and others, but the where- 
abouts ot’(?ordon’s lodge is kept R 8ccwt until the rctorns of nssays are known, when I 
hope no enterprising company will bo iormed and the ledge ~fully proved. An Indian 
gave Mr. Wm. C. Miryes mme rock t&m from the outcrop of*% vciu discovered in tho 
neighbourbood, uear the Indian village at Cbenm, und curiosity induced him to send it 
to California for nssny. The retwn~ nero received ? few due B since from the ‘LNevnda 
Mecallurgicu~l Wcrks;” giving silaer.5.?2, gold .G8 oz. per ion of 2000 ll.s., in which it 
wit8 ~~rnarked by tbo :~eenyel, YWhercrcr the rock wu~ found hit, is moat likely better 
silrer 0x8 will be fbuud,it’ the vrin were carefully exumincd.” The vein, 88 I~aswrtain 
from the Jndiiins,, i8 from four to eight, feet uidr, eury of’ni CEFP, rind utout huJP a mile 
distunt from the Fraser. The wxue discover& and taste made in Nevada would un- 

30 ,~ 
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doobtedly crcntc a furoro amongst,cnpitalists; but here.iE is singularly remarkable that 
it creates so:woely a ripp!e of exoitcment, and scnrcely au effort mndo to darelop a teat 
100 feet iu depth upon any vein from the outcrop. Those are certainly remurkable 
features, when axperiemxot’ mining operations in Mexico und Sevadn went to show 
that the lower the workings were rxrned the bettor t,he ore8 proved to be. &wing 
regard, therefore, to that tact, 1 feel somcwhnt confident in the future wealth of mining, 
in these localities w~hon capitulists are willing to develop the mineral rcsouree~ in these 
divisions. During the year two &lver mining licences have been isdued, but the lodges 
&we been but 1,ttle wrought upon. There are four whites prospecting on Sinnsh 
Creek, but with what success ia not yet ascerlained. They are under the auperintend- 
euce of Mr. Renry .&x&err?, ot’ Burrwd Inlet, und are prdepccting tbr quartz, ns it is 
believed by experienced miner8 that from the upyearsoces of the gold obtuined, rich 
gold-hearing ledges exist on Siwaah Creek. 

.<‘I have. etc., 
(Signed) “ wmuhl TEAQUB. 

(I The Ron. the &in&w of Knes, 
‘1 Victoria. B. C.” 

KAMLOOP~, September 2&h, 1876. 
‘1 &x,--I have the honour to repor$ in compliance with l’equwt contained in circu- 

lar of 7th July, 15i6, that mining opwut!ons in this section of Karnloopa Division, I is- 
trict of Yale, 81‘0 01 z very limited chuwcrer, being confined wholly to ten or twelxie 
Chinnmen who are working on ‘Tmnquille River, it small stream cmptyinp into Kum. 
loops Lnke, about tcu miles in a westerly direction from the tonu of Kamloopri. This 
river, as far back a~ the yew8 1861 and 18lZ. was the wene of considerublc mining ac- 
tivity; then a number of miners worked pwtione of the bed of the 8treum. making from 
five to eight dollars a day to the hand. TJp to t~he year 1871 a few white meu were 
occnaionully ut work prospecting, working over old diggilg8; since then to the present 
time, Chiuamen have be& in undisputed possession, workmg for the most part on the 
bars. Owing to their reticence it is difficulty to nscwtaiu the amount of gold dust taken 
out by them, but it is fair to preaumo that their romuucrution pw dug to the hand is 
very small. as they we ulwa~-8 willing to hire out among the fhrmevs in their vi&&y, 
during the mining wa&on, for one rind a huli’ dollars per day-irrigating or anything 
else they heve ior thrm to do. ’ 

“00 a creek emptying into the No1,t.h Thompson river on West side, about twelve 
miles,from its ronfluence with~tho main river at Ku~uIoop~, enrouraging prospeetR have 
from time to time been got. Lnst spring a cornpuny of Chinnmoh endeavoorcd to open 
a claim but wore driven out by the unuanul high water, and have not .since resumed 
operations. “I have, etc., 

(Signed) “JOEtN USSHZR. 
“ Charles Good, Eq., 

“Deputy Prmincial Secretary, V&w&” 

“ LILT~OET, B. C., 27th September, 1876. 
1‘ SIR,-I have the honour to forward to you herewith enclos,ud Minins Statistica re- 

Ming to ibis vicinity. 
“The ouly mining enterprise of any note iu this section is lhnt of Sh Sum; ho ha8 

commcnce,1 the construction ot’ a ditch to take wnter%wwthc Founta 
rey it to the vurious bars and flrlta bctmoeu the Fountulra and Horse Beet’ Bar on the 
East side of Fraser Hirer. The ditch when ron$cted will be ten milca long; about one 
third the distance will have to he Burned. 
water and will cost about S11,OOO. 

The ditch wi!l carry fir-e hundred inches of 
The work is ~lreudy mow tbun half nccomplished. 

‘<All the mining in this port~ion of the district ia carried on by Chincsc and Indians 
and is confined to the bank8 of Fraser and Bridge Rivws. The Chinese are mostly on- 
gaged on the Fraser and u6e sluices where water cain be got ; the rocker ia ~160 used, 
especially early and late in the 8euson, when the wuter is low, and rery rich. &posits 
are often found. In some lo?alitica the gohi ia co:~rse while iu others it ia very fine and 
quicksilver has to be used to fiuve it. Tha mining *ouron is nhout right months, from 
the middle ok March to the middle of November. There are about aivty Chinese en-’ 
gaged in mining, and they averuge~ahout 32.3 per day. 
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(1 There are about three hundred Indians who mine mow or lws doring the B~ZIRO~; 
they prcfiir Bridge River and the locaiitiea on the Fraser, whew the gold is coarse, for 
their mining oporlrtions ; tbry use 1 he rocker and 8ilve the gold lay meall of II blanlict 
OP gunny sack in tho bottom of the rozkcr ; they oflen fiod wry rich altots umong the 
rock8 wbcra neit.ber Whites nor Chines? look for gold. Las:, eprin,, (7 in ~lwcb, one, tnmily 
of Indiuns. about ten miles bcloa Ldlooet on the Fraser River, took 91,bOO frond the 
crevice of u l,ock. 

“I have, etc., 
(Signed) ;‘ A. 3V. SXITA. 

‘;The finourablc A. C. Elliot& j‘ Gourrrtmmt Apt, Liliooet. 
ji Minister of M&es.” 

ORANARAN. 

A new se&m of country hns hew developed dwi~lg 1876, naticly the mines 
of Cherry C&k ;rnd .\tissiou Crwk in 0ka~uaga11 District. 

Mr. C. Vernon, who has bwn appointed to act as Gold Commissioner, reports 
that. 20 meu are employ.yl on the fwrner ad 12 oo the latter Cwek, the yield on 
Cherry Creek being &I to $5 a day, and on hli:siou Creek $3 a day. He further 
reports that some $8,000 have heel1 takeo out. 

The proximity of these Creeks to farm settlementa mill, render living very 
c&ap, and if the diggings are aa good as ie anticipated important. resuke may 
follow, particularly the development of Silver known to exist on Cherry Creek. 

1’ ORANAUAN, B. C., December l&h, 1876. 

“&,_I beg to inform jou that not baring been authorized by the Government to 
visit the mining camps on Cherry and Mission Creeks (X(1 miles apart,) I am unable to 
make any accurate report with~rcgard to the permanent ricbnesa of the diggings. .I 
wish,, however, to mootion that the claims wbicb bare been paying on Cherry Creek 
arc sltuuted on the benches, about 50 or 60 feet nbovc the lcret of the creek. Purther- 
more, from the stntcrncnta of the miner% wbh bnvo bcrn employed tberc this wason, it 
appours that a bona tide ~enm ot pay dirt has been discovered, which will yield, on an 
average, about $6 pur day to the hand. Two men lmmod Pierre Bissett and Geo. 

.Leblanc, who returned from the creek a fcm dais ago, brought with them $540 iu dust, 
which they hsvo taken out of their claim since the 14th November (one,month), at 
which time nearly all hands lolt for wint~er quarters. 

“There RTC ~evcr~l compnnics of Chinamen at work, but it is impossible to find out 
their acerage daily yield. None of’theao claims have been recorded, nor are the China- 
men, to my knowledge, in possessiou of ttro required ccrlificnte. This loss to the 
Provincial Treasury will, 1 hope, bo remedied next gear by the influx of miners, which 
will necessitate every miner complying with the Government 1~~8 by recording his 
claim. Two men, named Squires aud Tborpc, who had been working ai1 the summer on - 
the Okanagan Mission waggon road, lift for Cherry Creek a short time before the com- 
pletion of the work, for the purpoee of prospecting, and took oat $90 for a few days’ 
Isbour. They have recorded claims about one mile above tbe Christian claim, OD the 
opposite side of the river, and packed up provisions, intending to commence work in 
the ewly spring. 

‘1 I beg alao to call your attention to the present impassable state of the trail from 
swamp and fallen timber, and to reqnest that you will endeavour to have a new trail 
opened in the early spring. ‘l’his, m my opinion, will cost at least $l,O(;O. 

u Considerable mining and prospecting hxs also been done on Mission Creek this 
fall, with a fair average yield of gold. 

“John Williams. $10 old Canbooite, has run a tunnel into the hill from the creek 
ttome li0 Sect, and Sound a good prospect. 

“ Kopp & Co. hare nlso recorded 300 inches of water, nnd are now busy sawing I 
lumber for fluming a portion of the main creek l+om the ca2on to their ground. Five 
men are interested in this company, who have ull recorded their claims and UL’O sanguine 
of doing well next 8ea8on. 
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‘li’he Mcl~on~all Co., of four men, hare rocordcd claims below the Ropp Co., and as 
they took out conzidcrnble gold Iaat month of a conme quality, are SUPe. of a good 
8eimm’s work next year. 

“It is 8incertily to bc hoped that a good mining camp will be formed both on Mis- 
sion and Cherry Creeks next ncnson, ~9, b&g csswltiaily 3 fuming country, produce of 
all kinda is both cheap and plenty. 

“I ha,ve. etc.. 

E00i3NAY. 

The Returns from Eontenay are not satisfactory. 
The estimate of’ Gold yield for 1876 is only &25,000 as agL,nst $41,00@ for 1975. 
The Gold Commissioner, Mr. Booth, reports that B great deal oflabour a,nd 

money is he@ expcuded in order to bring in water at a suificient heigllt to miue 
the hills and beuches of Wild HorAe Creek, from which f&wumble results may be 
expected; his report is annexed. 

‘~EOOTENAY, B. C., November lst, 18X. 

“ SIR -1 have the honour to forward herewith mining statistics for the DiRtriet of 
Koowoa; for the year 1876. 

(8 There have not been soy new discoveries of gold diggings in this district since my 
report of last year, but there has been a rwy considerable amount of labour and moooy 
expended in constructing ditches and flnmcs, in order to convey water at i\ sufficient 
hoight to mine the hills and benches on both sides uf Wild Horse Creek to advantage. 

“The Hang Co. (Chinese) dug a ditch on the south-east side of Wi!d Honx Creek 
last winter, four miles in length, wpnble ot’ carrying from three to four hundred inches 
of water, at a cat of about 83,000, and with it worked their hydraulic claim through l 

the wason with fair mxcess. 
1‘ The new Victoria Ditch Co., on the north-west (or oppoait,e) side of 88me creek, 

commenced last, and will complete this, winter, n ditch four and one half miles long, 
with a dam scvonteon f&t high at ditch head ; will be capable, when completed, of 
carrying from 500 to 700 inches oi xutor. Total cost. from $iO,MiO to 812,080. Those 
ditches will enable miners IO work R large wea of ground hitherto unattainsble. 

‘1 On Perry Creek there hnvc not been any new developments. notwithstanding 
Perry is a favorite creek. The rich p:~y found in.shallow diggil!gs below the falls, and 
on high points of rock at di&rent+ places for R ~dlstence of eight miles or mope up 
stream from the s&me falls, loads evwy practical miner to believe that there is abun- 
dance of rich mining gwund on Perry Creek. lnckine nothing to develop it but men and 
means sufficient to cope with difEcultiw of & not very formidable nature, when com- 
pared with others that have been successfully dealt with iu opening up and working 
deep gold diggings in other parts of British Columbia. 

“On Palmer’s Bar Creek ehellow diggingri mere worked through the 8ea8om 
Scarcity of water there confines operations within narrow bounds. 

1’ It is confidently expected that Quartz Creak vill bo well tested next 8ea8on, 88 
the Government trail will enable rnino~~+ to get there without risking the dnngerous 
navigation of the Columbia River. 

‘1 I enclose list of pricea of sundry articles hwe. 
“ I hava, etc., 

(Signed) 1‘ Comm.~us BOOTH. 
‘I The Emmura~le cha iKb&tev of Mines." 

- 
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COAL. 

The Returns from the Con1 Fields for 1871; shcw a,n incrense, and, considering 
the depressed. stltte of t.he Sno Frsncisco market and the fire which during t.he 
summer mwt nnkvtunatcly broke out in the Wellington mine, are most satisfactory. 

During the year great quantities of coal wore shipped to San Fra,ncisco from 
England or elsewhere as freight for return cilrooes of wheat, and were sold below 
market value. This circumstance prevented the tile of Nznaimo coal and, of 
course, decreased the export. 

Great activity in coal matters haa, however, been evinced in 1876. The 
Bapnes Sound mine ha,s been broug!t into active operation, and is already brin@ng 
coal to market. The Harewood mme has also this year entered into cpmpetition 
with the existing mines. The coal is brought down by aerial tramway to the sea, 
and the price of coal from this mine being put at a lower figure than has hitherto 
ruled, has reduced the price of coal geuerally throughout the Province to $3 75, 
instead of $10 and 811 a8 heretofore. * 

A comparative statement of the yield and ‘sale of coal of the Vancouvcrr 
Harewood and Baynes Sound Coa. ia herewith annexed. The return from the 
Welliugton Colliery has not been received. 

RETURN OP COAL RAISED AND SOLD, 1876. 

1 
/ 87,250 2 cwt. 

Welliagton Colliery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! *%2,9%l 
-_-- 

Tots1 Shipments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 140,185 1 cwt. 

COMPARAT~ STWEMEN~ mowm AMOUN;~ 08 COAL RAIEED AND SOLD 
IN 1875 AND 1876 RESP~ZTIVBLY. 

,v _-__ A---. 
/ TOIIB. 

I 
/ Total Ssles. 
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VAWX~U~ER COAL MIKE, 1876. 
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IN TAE MTN&S. 
1 Lineh double acting steann&np. 
1 5.inch do. 
1 43.inch do. do. 
2 IO-inch plunger pumps. 
1 S-incb do. 
1 ?I-inch do. 

1 Patent steam pump, Wiuch 8tomn cylindkr, and 6+ 
inch mater cylinder. 

Description of Railway . . . . . . . . . . . The Vanconrer Coal Company we on their railway 
hertry double-headed steel rails. E~?fbs to the yard, 
laid on iron chairs which we bolted to wood ties. 
The entire lengt~lr of railway, including pidings, is a 
little over 2 miles. The g:auga is 4 feet 81 incba. 

Descriprion of BCB~Y worked, Thcseam at p,reeont worked is commonly known aa 
tunoe1s, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the IIntvwwd YWLIU; it averagea about ti feet and 

yields B oo~ll cxcollent for steam, household und gas 
purposes; being ent,irely free from sulphur, it has 
been found to make gas of an unusuaiiy pure qua- 
lity. The mine continues to be carried on on the 
“ level free” plan, the eosl being all hauled out by 
mnkx withont the aid of engines OP pumping 
macbinel~~. The main level is in a distance of 600 
yxrda, rrnd according to tho prevent COUPS~ will give 
& lurge wppl~ of’ coal for many ymrti to come aith- 
out goin;r deepor. A how iB being nunk below the 
present wxun to prospect for the lower 8eam. It is 
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Number of hands employed. Retes of rages per day. 

I 
I I I I Whites. Chinese. 

Whites, 43. Chinem, 13. 
I I s2 I $I. I 

Nzme of seam worked . . . . . . . . . . . . The only uxm being worked is known &8 the ‘I Gaston 
Ee8m.” 

Value of plant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $57,600. 

Value of prop&y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $lli,500. 

Desoviption of seamy, tunnele, The ‘I GRfiton ~?llm ” is b&g worked “level free,” and 
levels; sbnfts, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . in 7 feet thick; 3 tunnels l,are been run into the aeam 

known as 1, 2, B 3. 

Description and length Of trrlm- 
way, plant,.&c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The tramxay is u narrow, sauge or 3 feet tramway, 

31 mile8 in length tram t,he coal bonknrs to the 
wharf. The rolline stork consists of 1 S-ton loco- 
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COPPER. 

--.._.__ 

A discovery of silver and copper has been made on Salmon Arm, Jarvia Inlet, 
which, to judge from the report hereto annexed: promises to be of considerable 
value to the l’roviuce. Veins of great richness have already been discovered in 
this vioiuity. 

‘1 an important discovery of copper ore ~88 made about two years ago on Salmon 
Am, 8 brauoh ot Jarvis Inlet, by Mr. Alexander Donaldson. Competent judges have 
de&fed the lode to be B true fissure vein, for the following rewons :-1st. The vein 
atone does not lie parallol to the oleavago of the surrounding rocks. 2nd. The blossom 
of quartz on the surface or hat of the !ode ihdioates that Fhe matter has been injected 
illto the fissure, and not wspnrated from the mltari of adJacent formation by chemical 
action, a8 in the case of & segregated vein; ho, the smoothne%+ of the walla showing 
attrition by injection of quartz. 

3, The profile of the lode can be examined to the depth of ZOO feat from the surface, 
88 it orops out in the face of a aliE, having doubtless been laid bare by aomc convulsion 
of nature. The lead ia thus clearly defined from the base of the precipice to the top, 
and may be stiI1 further trraoed along the surfwe of the ground for at least tl mile fiiom 
where it. first makes its appearance. 
base, where the ore is also richest. 

The vein is wedge-shaped, being thickest at its 

(I A company has been organized for the purpose of working this extensive deposit, 
and a test tunnel has been run into the hill for about 30 feet on the vein. At the end 
of the tunnel the be&m or vein of mineral is 3 feet 3 inches at the roof and 4 feet 2 inches 
at the baa& Aswys of the ore show that it contains 60 per cent.~copper and 91 OE. of 
silver to the ton. 

(1 The mine is situated about 22’ miles from the shore of the Inlet, and the facilities 
for shipping the ore are excellent. The water is deep enough alongside the rocks to 
float a vessel of 4,000 tons. 

unexperienced quartz miner8 from California, Nevadlt and Cornwall have pro. 
noun& the mine to be the ~richcst they have ever 8~11, the ore b&g 80 easily got out, 
and wood for smelting purposes being plentiful and convenient. 

~‘There is also good water power ou the ground, sufficient to run a mill of any 
cspncity.” 

IRON. 

Nothing has at present been done to develop the iron on Texads Island. 
A fresh discovery of valuable iron ore hes been made on the North end of 

Texada by Captain Start, who is now in San Francisco endeavoring to promote 
its development. The ore is in the vioinity of inexhaustible limestone, and exista 
itself in limitless quantity. 
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