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REPORT 

,MINISTER OF MINES 

sFOB THE YEAR 1880. 

To His Eonour ALBEXT NORTON R~oalla~s, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of British 
Columbia. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXOELLENOY,- 

I have the honour herewith to present to your Homu? the Seventh Report of the 
Mining industries of the Province. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Hononr’s obedient txwmt, 

T. B. Hu~mm~s, 
Provincial Secretary and Minister of Mines. 

REPORT. 
I 

GOLD. 

‘The amounts actually exported by the Banks during 1880 are 88 follow:- 
Bank of British Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $340,741 09 
Bank of British North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256,560 30 
Garesohe, Green & Co ,......................,............ 247,255 05 

-1 
Total..... . . . . . ..*................................. $844,856 44 

It is most difficult to estimate the 8um mhich should be added to this in order to 
cove? private export. Retaining one-fifth, a8 in the &fining Reports for 1878-79, gives 
the total of $1,013,%X 88 t.he probable gold yield for 1880. 

CARIBOO. 
This remarkable district, which--so far a8 tbs production of gold is concerned-baa 

been the main-stay of t,bo Proriuoo for twenty yeara, showa DO ~iyns of exhaustion; on 
the contrary, the yield for tbo last three ycnrs liar steadily increased, md the Gorern- 
merit Agent anticipates ‘Ia much lag:? return for next yesr’a work.” In nll probability 
he will be justified by the reeult. 

__-__-___,________.. -_~_-- .__-- - --,-- ---- __-__-_-----.-- 
._-__ ---,- 



The yeturn for the past %%~Boo, estimated-including Ominoce--at $600,000! is the 
more satisfactory inasmuch as it has been gained in eplte of the temporary fsllure of 
two moat imporLnnt enterprises, probably the two most important yet started in the 
District. The Wavorley Hydraulio Mininy Company, after going to great expense in 
bringing the necessary water upon their ground, unfortunately commenced operations 
in the wrong place, add failing to find tho outlet of the deep channel, the wbrk of the 

ii 
a& season, other of OOUI’BO than tbo bringing on the water, wv88 thrown away. This 
owever has not in any way lessened the great confidence which is felt, particularly by 

miners who have worked ou Grouse Creek, in the ultiumte %~CO%BB of the Waverley 
Company. The other enterprise referred to-The Cnriboo Lake Ditch and Mining 
Company-has been practically in abeyance. More extended curve B demonstrated 
that w%t%r could not be ta,ken’from Cariboo Lake and down the North ark of Quesnelle 4 
except at an eoormons cot&, and that scheme we,% therefore abandoned. An easier line 
at x lower level, taking the water out of the river, has uow been found, and +ork on 
the ditch will be vigorously provocuted next aeaaon. In this undertaking the dituh 
itaolf is almost the only element of uncc~.lainty,-breaks, repairs, &C.--the ground whiah 
it will cover having been koowu to be rich for many years, in fact ever since its first 
discovery in lS;,i. 

An era of hydraulic mining ha% DOW fairly commenced in Uariboo, and will probablv 
extend to other districtfi. Every successful “ wrasb-up ” is B stimulus to engage in free6 
ventures of this nature, :and it may be predicted with come confidence that many of the 
benches of the Fraser between the mouth of Cottonwood and Lytton, & distance of 
over 250 miles, will he worked by hydraulic power at uo distant date. 

The discovery of comparatively rich ground on the upper benches of the Fraser 
and Quesnelle Rivers, in the vicinity of their junction, indicates the immense sren of 
ground not yet thoroughly tested, and will greatly oncourage bench-prospecting. 

In the Keithley division the returnfrom Snowshoe Creek i8 again “eep%oiallp favonr- 
able.” The yield for the past three 8ea8one has been eatimalod a% follows:--1878, $9,000; 
1879, $25,000; 1880, $44,000. Considering that this creek has been known, proapeoted, and 
more or less worked? for twenty years, it furnishes u wonderful example of the care 
with which Nature hldes her riches, and a hint to the miner not to be easily discouraged 
in the pursuit of them. 

Nothing worth speaking of has been attempted during the past year towards the 
development of the quartz resources of the district, but notwithstanding this the future 
looks bright, in feolirrg of coniidenca prevails, and Cariboo may well feel proud of its 
speedy recovery from the depression, and decreased yield, caused by the undue quartz 
excitcmeut of 1877-78. 

u RIOHFIELD, 23rd November, 1880. 
‘( Sm,--I hnvo the honour to enclose tabular forms showing approximately the 

result of miuing operations in this district for the past seaeon. 
CL I am pleased to he euablad to report an incrense of gold over the preceding year. 

This is especially gratifying, considering that a uumber of our producers have been 
engaged the wholoseason preparing claims for working by hydraulic process. 

‘8 These, in the near future, are aertnin to add their quota to the general output, 
and bring renewed prosperity to the district. I speak thus confidently, having the 
assurance that all these claims have been thoroughly prospected before their owner% 
would expend large sum.% bringing in long ditches, purchasing costly iron pipe and 
other material necessary for the suocessfui working of such claims. 

“The 8%&8ou has not beer. without its complement of drawbacks. A number of 
companies which expected to have taken out pay were prevented from various a,~%%%. 

‘(The Central Company of Jack of Clubs Creek had expensive machinery to put in 
position. The Wave&y .Eydraulio Company, of Grouse Creek, failed to find the outlet of 
their ground. Ihe Bardscrabble Hydraulic Company have not yet ,eaohed bed-rock, 
consequently did not get much pay. A Hydrauiic Company was organized to operate 
on Sugar Creek, and a ditch mude prepitrntory to commencing nctive operations next 
spring. The North Fork Copprtny of the North Fork of Quesnelle River, after spending 
a considcrnble sum on surveys, were obliged to abandon the original plan of diverting 
the w:~b%r from the lake in con~vqi:s:~te of lbc diificoltios to bc overcome, consisting of 
rocky points and precipitous blufiz, around which a flume would have to be suspended 
for several miles in length. Subsequently a more feesible route w&8 found at B lower 
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elevation, by which the water from the river o&n be made available, and which will 
materially lessen the estimated cost. This discovery, however, was made too late to 
commence the construction of the ditch during the present BB&~OD, therefore bna little 
progress has been made in this promising undertaking. 

“Many other companies in different parts of the district might be mentioned 8s 
having been engaged during the ~eaao11 in what ia kaown 88 “dead work.” 

‘1 It will, therefore, be readily 88en that B much lest number than in former yeare 
were actual producers, 88 there has not been any material increase in our population. 

1‘ Scarcity of water will be the only drawback to successful hydraulic mining on 
many of the old creeks. 

‘1 Willow River and its tributaries offer special inducements for this kind of mining, 
on account of its lower altitude, its immense gravel banks: and the facilities for getting 
wster “eon them. 

6‘ As an illustration of the advsntnges of hydraulic mining, when possible, over the 
old way of drifting, an instanoe occurred this seaon. >Ir. I. H. Neson purchaacd the 
Bon&a alaim, where tbe’owner had drifted about for years, barely making wagea. 
This se&son, under hydraulic pressure, five men working the claim cleaned up $7,000 in 
about throe months. 

“Very important discoveries were mado during the 8ea8on on the high benches 
along the Fraser and Queanelle rivers. Heretofore mining operations on these streams 
have been entirely carried on by Chinese, who principally restricted their operations to 
rocking on the bars during low water. In consequence of the recent discoveries of 
richer ground on the higher benches, quite tin impetus has been given to this kind of 
mining in that portion of the district. Some fifty claims, including&half-dozen of white 
companies, have been recotded, and it is reported that some of the Chinese are taking 
out 88 much as $50 pm- day with a rocker. Similar diacoreries were made on Quesnelle 
river, and I firmly believe that R thousand Chinamen and a good many wbito men will 
find profitable employment there during the coming 8ea800. 

1‘ Messrs. Barlow, Dnbig & Co. located a claim about dx miles above the month of 
Quesnelle, and diverted the water from Four-Mile Creek, using it to ground-sluice with. 
The frost prevented their cleaning np their ground-sluice, but they got sufficient out of 
their sluice-boxes to justify the bolieftbat thoy have a valuable claim. 

‘1 Quartz mining has been entirety suspended, with the exception of 8. small amount 
of work done by the Enterprise Company upon their Island Mountain location. 

“Mr. James Reid, of Quesncllemouth, has purchased the Beedy Quartz Mine on 
Bums' Mountain, and has advertised for tenders for running B tunnel to tap the ledge 
a 0. +ater depth than heretofore reached. 

‘1 ‘The following statement from the Government Assayer at ~Burkervitle gives tbe 
relative amounts melted for the years 1879 and 1880. 

‘1 It is gratifying to note that the amount assayed in 1880 reachos nearly $40,000 
over the preceding year. 

For six months ending Juno 30th, 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 68,296 81 
For six months ending December 31st, 1879 . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143,919 65 

-- 
$202,215 36 
-- 

. X380-For six montbs ending June 30th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $51,141 13 
,, -To 

Estimate or remainder of year based on corresponding period, 1879. P 
eriod onding November 15th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170,412 93 

18,000 00 
__- 

$239,554 06 
1879 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202,216 36 

1880-Increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37,338 '70 

1’1 have not been able to obtain reliable information as to the mining resulta in 
Omineca, but learn that the amount realized will fully equal that of last year. 
Including Omineca, I place t,he total yield for the ye&r 1880 at $600,000, or $60,000 over 
that of last year, which I account for &B follows:- 
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Barkerville Polling Division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $219,061 
Lightning Polling Division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79,400 
Quesnellemonth Polling Division . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,000 
Eeithley Creek, including Fraser se fnr a8 Soda Creek (approx.)..... 100,000 
Omineca (approximate) ..,... ,.............. ._.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,........... 36,000 
Estimated yield from date of aslculation to 31st Decwnber through- 

out whole district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60,000 
Probable amount taken out throughout the district of which no 

return was made to collectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,639 

Estimated total yield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $600,000 
1‘ I anticipate 8 muoh larger return from next year’s work. 

1‘ I have the honoor to be, Sir, 
“Your obedient servant, 

:, JOHN BOWEON, 

I‘ To the &on.~the Minister of Mines.” ’ 
I‘ Government Agent. 

“ Fosxs Qnesrrm~~, B. C., 
“ November 9th, 1880. 

“SIR,-I have the honoor to enclose herewith the Mining Statistics for Keithlep 
Polling Division, Cnriboo District. The amount of gold obtained this se&eon is B slight 
increase over the amount of last year, and is satisfactory 88 showing that for the paat 
few yerrrs the yield of gold is steadily on the increase in this section. 

1‘ It is very difficult to get at B correct re art of the amount of gold obtained from 
the rarions rivers and creeks in the Keithley g. nwon, owing to the greater pert of the 
mining being done by Chinese, and they sre scattered over a large extent of country 
and generally working in pairs without any recording of claims, mining licences, ?r any 
thing else they oan avoid paying, and as they are contiouslly on the move from one 
place to another during the mining m&non, it is difficnlt to keep the run of them; but 
when they are working in the crone section where white men are located, then they 
work in organized companies, and there ie little or no trouble with them. But then it 
mast be admitted that a B general thing they (the C’hinese) work ground that under 
exmting circumstances could not be remunerntively worked by white men. 

‘1 Owing to tho severity of the weather last Winter there WBB no river mining done, 
but the heavy snow-fall and cold backward Spring kept up the supply of water in the 
small streams well into the Summer, quite making up for any shortness ,on aocount of 
no river mining. 

“1 have no new strikes to report this year from this section, although taking into 
consideration the emall number of white men located upon Snowshoe, ~Keithley, and 
Harvey Creeks, there ia a considerable amount of prospecting being done by them. 

“The yield of gold from Snowshoe Creek this year has been better than soy former 
sewon, while Keithley Creek atill holds out, although showiug a falling off from other 
yGUt3. Harvey Creek has not realized the hopes we had of it at one time during the 
8ewoo, yet the companies located on the creek are still hard at work prospecting. 

“Queanelle River, with South and North Forks, haa contributed fairly to the 
~eason’s work. 

‘1 The C&boo Lake Ditch sod Mining Company during the greater part of the 
season were trying to find the most practicable route for their ditch from Cariboo Lake 
down tbe North Fork of Quesnello River. In this enterprise there are considerable 
di5culties to be overcome, and a heavy outlay of money incurred before any returns 
can be received; but with the ditch once completed, and a sufficient supply of water 
obtained, it will, I think, open one of the best hydraulic mining sections in Ceriboo. 

“ I have the honour to be, 
“ Sir, 

‘(Your most obedient secant, 
‘1 w. STEPHENLION. 

---- 
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CASSIAR. 

It must be admitted that the result of last year’s work in this district haa been 
unsatisfactory. In the first place the pretended discovery by Dan I‘ Bowen ” or “ Been!” 
in the Autumn of 1879, of a crook ‘I the richest and most extensive yet discovered m 
Cassiar,” turned out to be R pure fabrication; in the second place the prospecting of the 
past ww.on has been barren of any good result. It is, however, doubtless true that the 
ground travelled over has been very imperfectly tested, and creeks hitherto only 
“soratched,” may yet be proved rich. The hills and benches of the o\d paying areeks 
will in future attract more attention, and it is probable that the yield for 1881 will not 
show s further decrease. 

11 LAKETON, Caaeiar, B.C., 20th Ootober 1880. 

“ &%,-I have the honour to forward herewith the i’ddining Statistics for 1880, and 
beg to submit the following particulars in reference to the past 8eawn at Cssaiar. 

‘1 Exclusive of Indians, there have been about 800 men, miners and others, in the 
district. Of these nome 350 were Chinese. 

“Several prospecting parties have been out in different directions, but nothing 
worth recording has been discovered. 

“88 far a8 has come to my knowledge, very. few of the prospeoting parties that 
have been out in this district have had an op 
creeks and rivers met with in their travels, t % 

ortonity of testing satisfactorily the many 
e groat objeot of each being apparently to 

get over ILL much ground a8 possible, and to discover what, in miners’ phraseology, are 
designated 1‘ sack of flour” diggings,-mesning mines that prove remunerative without 
any outlay of either money or labonr. 

‘1 It having nom been nscertained tbat withiu a wdius of 100 miles or more from 
the present central creeks no suoh mines exist, it is to be hoped that some effort may 
be made to work those benches, eta, in the immediate vicinity which, with the expendi- 
ture of not a very large amount of capital or labonr in constructing ditches, etc., for the 

’ purpose of bringing on water, might be made highly remunerative, affording profitable 
employment to many. 

“ As I bare previously reported, the beds of the old creeks are almost worked out, 
the returns for this year being very light. ‘The hills and benches, however, m-e not 80, 
and doubtleaR when the fact is realized that easier diggings are not to be had, the latter 
will become of mom intereat to tho mining community than they have hitherto been. 

‘( Very fair prospects were taken late this eezwon from some of the few hill claims 
being worked on Deaso and Thibert creeks. In some inatanoes a different load of gold, 
soemmgly of a richer quality than that taken from tho channel of these creeks, has been 
found. 

‘1 The great fraud practiced by Mr. “Dan Boen” upon the people of Cassiar, etc., 
last fall, caused much disappointment and lotls, as ilumbers not only neglected lees 
promising speculations but expended much labour and money in getting out lumber and 
in building BOOWB and boats for 11 Boon’s Creek,“-it having been fully believed, to the 
last moment, by the expectant many that “ Boer? would “yet arrive” aud pilot them to 
the promised Eldorudo. 

“The past mining ee88on having been neerly a month shortcr than usual, and the 
eevere frosts of last winter having per&rated to a grout depth in the mining ground of 
many companies, materially affected tlw output of gold for 1830. 

The returns, a8 closely aa can with any accuracy be obtained, are 88 follow:- 
Deaso, Thibort, and Defot Creeka, &C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $133,850 
McDames Crook section, iucloding Walker’s Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130,000 
Liard and Stiokoen Rivers .._.__.. ~.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 

$263,850 
Unaccounted for . .._........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,000 

Totnl ctitimated yidld for 1880 . . . . . . ..__............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8298,850 
If It I~OCONCL more diflioult each succeedin g yew to obtain a correot account from 

claim OWIIWS of the amount of gold coming ou;. tho to,odcncy Lung in all cue8 to uader- 
rate the rwpoctivo yields, etc. Next you iL id gonarally oxpacted that our population 
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will be about the wane a8 it ~88 daring this, and tho returns, it is confidently believed, 
cannot be leas than the fiwree given above exhibit. 
* * * ** * * * * * x * * 

“I have, kc., 
“A. W. VOWELS 

‘I The Honourable the Minister of Mines.” 

LILLOOET. 
The report from this district include8 the bars and benches of the Fraser from 

Foster’s Bar, 25 miles below Lillooet, to the mouth of the Chilcotin River, a distauce of 
owr 100 miles, and also Bridge River. The estimate of the total yield made by the 
Government Agent appeurs high, and it ia possible that he is in error; but the great 
extent of nuritcrous ground covered by the report must not be lost eight of, and to tbo 
lhbour of the Chinese scattoredup and down Fraser River, must bo added that of,nosrly 
300 Indians during the stages of low water in the Spring and Autumn. 

A creek emptying into Anderson Lake on its wast bank, about eighteen miles from 
its head, has been found to yield co&se gold in paying quantity. The discovery has 
not 80 far proved of much importance, but thwconntry lying between thia lake and 
Bridge :Riva has been known for many years to be gold-bearing, and the &ding of 
oow8e gold on this creek may induce further prospecting with more important results. 

It is most gratifying that the ditch constructed by Ah Sam & Co., at the great cost 
of $31,500, should he considered a good iuvestment. There is room on the Fraser for 
many wch undertakings. It is to be hoped that our own people will realiao this fact, 
and not allow the best locations to be monopolized by Chinese. 

‘I LILLOO~, 23rd November, 1880. 

“SIR,-1 have the hononr to trrmsmit the annual mining statistics for the distriot of 
Lillooat for the year 1880. Heretofore mining etstistics were only made for the 
Lillooet ,section of the district, this year I hnvo included Clinton and Dog Creek. 

‘j Since my last raport a diacovory of gold diggings has been made by a company 
from New Westminster District, on a creek which omptiea into Anderson Lake. The 
gold taken out is coww, and sells here at ~16.~0 per oz., while Frneer River gold sells at 
$16. The discovery w&8 made near the mouth of the creek, and the upper part of it, 
strange to say, remains still unprqspeoted. Three men went Srom hare last Spring to pros- 
pect it, bnt then the 8oow wa8 too deep, and they postponed the work for a future 
occasion, which has not yet afiived. Five men also came from New Wostmiuater District 
to prospeot, b& they remained only a short timo. The crook consists chiefly of awry 
rough c&on a8 far s.8 the prospectors ascended it; veins of quartz were visible. On 
the portage, between Seaton and Anderson Lakes, Indians axe making small wages. 

“ The water ditch constructed by Ah Sam & Co., ifs a ~necess. It haa cost a considcr- 
able outlay to complete it, but it ~88 a good inventment. The benches and flat8 from 
opposite Bridge River to Horse-Beef Bar will p&y good xages for many years to come, 
meny parts of which have already paid them $6 to the hand. 

“ J!he Indians atill continue to work the bars of Fraser and Bridge Rivers in their 
usual prim&ire mode. The Chinese we sluices when possible. It is Astonishing what 
quantities of gold are taken out of the bars of those rivers. 

“Although the mining ion this districb ia chiefly desultory, the total yield is wry 
good, namely, $81,500. It is impossible to obtain the &ccwate amount, 88 son10 is carried 
away or remains in private hands. It would be safe to add $1,000 to the above, making 
the total amount then $82,500. 

1‘ I have the hononr to be, 
‘< Sir, 

1’ Poor obedient servant, 
(‘ c. PHAIR, 

1‘ Government Agent.” 
“ !lh Homumble the Minister of Mines." 
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KOOTENAY. 
The only subject of interest in this report is contained in the last paragraph, and 

sihce ita receipt newspapers have reportd ofthe eucce~e of the party mentioned 88 pros- 
pecting on the north end of the Kootenay Lake. 

‘! KOOTENAP, Oct. 4th, 1880. 
‘I SIB,-I have the honour to forward herewith the mining statistics for the Boctenay 

Di,strict for the seaeon of 1880. 
‘1 On Wild Horse Creek the hydraulic mining olaims have aa B whole paid better 

thsn in former years, with every prospect of their continuing to pay for the future. 
There has been no new development cn this creek. 

‘1 There is at present only one oompcny at work on Perry Creek, who 8~8 taking 
good pay out of the creek bed below the falls. The upper portion of this creek is 
supposed to be rich, and good prospects have been obtained there at different times, but 
the difficulty of opening up the ground has hitherto prevented it from being worked. 

‘t I hear there is a probability of a company being formed to try and open up this 
portion of the creek. - - 

_ 

“ There are B few men mining on come of the tributaries of the Mooye& River 
making small wages. 

‘1 There has been scarcely any prospecting dono in this district this sec~cn, although 
at present there is & party out on the north end of the Kootenay Lake who are very 
wignine of 8ucces8. 

1‘ I have the honour to be, 
“ Sir, 

“Your obedient servant, 
“ WI~J,I~M FF,RAIE, 

I‘ Goverment Agent, Kook-nay 
” The HOZI the Minister of Mines." . 

YALE. 

No return has been received from the Okanagan Division. 

KAMLOOP~ Dxv~sroti. 

I&ing in this division is confined to n few Chinamen working on the Tranqnille 
River. 

“ KAMLOOP~. Nov. 26th. 1880. 
“ Sm.-I have the hononr to enclose vou the mining statistics for the K~~~OOPS 

Division of Yale District. 
“Tranquille River, the only stream on which mining operations are prosecuted, 

still attraeis a small nnmber of Chinese, the majority of.wLom eeccre but ~B scanty 
remuneration for choir labour. This is partly cawed by being compelled to shovel the 
dirt into boxes from a depth of live or 81x fee!, there not being sufficient fall in that 
portion of the river remaining unworked to adnut of ground-sluicing. 

‘6 The yield of gold for the w&eon, a8 near ~8 can be estimated, is about $2,000. 
“ 1 have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, 
1‘ Your obedient servant, 

“ G. C. TUNWPALL, 
I‘ Governntent Agent. 

‘6 5% Honoumble the Xnister of Mines.” 

YALE ANND HOPE Dwwons. 
The report from these divisions is withort interest. 

‘~YALE, ZZnd November, 1880. 
gL SIR,--In pnrsuar~cu with the request mentioned in your circular of the 29th July 

last, I beg to submit herowitb my mining report for the Hope and Yale Divisions for 
the year 1880. 
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I‘ I regret to sny that the yield of gold for these divisions has not been 80 great 88 
heretofore, 2nd illiio that t,hc WZW.OU t~lwougl,out the year has not been a favourable one 
for mining. The unusual qwntities of 8now wlrich fell during tha winter monthe, to- 
gether with the lateness of the spring 8etaon, nrerc much againat mining development. 

U The discovery of gold last Autumn on tlro tributaries flowing into the ‘ Quo.que- 
balla,’ about twelve miles distant from the town of Hope, gave fair promise of opening 
out remunerative diggings, hut unfortunately the season has not been a favourahle one 
for the prospectors. Although a considerable number of miners had located claims thereon 
they were prevented from thoroughly prospecting them on nocount of the continnally 
high stage of the water dnriug the year. Therefore many have returned here and 
sattled into winter quarters,-gone to work in the tunnels of the railway construction, 
with the intention of again returning to their claims next Spring. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

“ I have the honour to be 
“ Sir, 

“ Your obedient servant, 
ii WILLIAM T~aow, 

(1 me Honoura6le the mi&ter of imws.” 
“ Government Agent. 

OMIIiECA. 

This district ia increasing in importance, and would 8eem deetined to emerge from 
the obscurity which has hung over it since the discovery of Ceasiar, The thoroughly 
reliable estimate ok Mr. Eenney, the Mining Recorder, plnoes the yield at $45,800, as 

;ninst $36,000 last year; the number of workers remaming the 8ano, viz.: 80 all told. 

SILVER. 

YALE. 
A well defined lead of silver and gold-bearing rock has been discovered at this 

place, and B certain amount of work has been done with a view to teating its richness. 
So far as it goes this is satisfactory, but until more is known it ia impossible to give any 
opinion 88 to the economic value of this discovery. If it be proved that the ore can be 
worked at a profit, however small, its importance, not only to Yale, but the Province at 
large, C&D hardly be over-estimated. 

“YALE, Noveuber ZZnd, 1880. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

“Although the events of the past year have not been oharacterised by any great 
activity in our quartz lodes, nevertheless the opinion regarding our silver-hearing lodes 
is gaining more confidence by the recent diecoveries, and fine specimens of ore taken 
from theQueen Silver Kline on YaleCreekare indeed ofaverypromisingohar&cter. Every 
effort has been made by this company, struggling by dint of perseverance, to prove the 
solution of the eilver-bearing deposits abounding in the neighbourhood. Blow by blow 
the drill penetrates the rook, inch by inch is gained, t,hereby, slow a8 the progress is by 
limited capital accomplished, the day mill come and dawn upon u8 with more cheering 
rays of 8ucce88; and 88 certain 88 the railroad is preparing the way, 80 8ure will the 
mineral re~ource8 of the Province follow progwssively in remunerative enterprise. 

“Great importance attaches to the recent, discovery of a well and truly defined 
lode of silver and gold-bearing q unrte which shows h quality of ore tha,t is indeed 
worthy of attention, arid may possibly lead to the keg of our great storehouse of mineral 
wealth. The ledge can be trnccd by compass south of Yale Creek for miles, and the 
character of the ore found on surface is ide!ltica,l. The lode has not been cut through. 
The hanging wall has not been seen below surfwe, hut the toot wall 80 far seen is smooth 
and baa a most favourablo appearance, carrying n beautiful ganguc with its course; the 
vein has a uniform appearance and is about 28 feet wide. A short surface tunnel has 
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been driven to penetrate the lode on Cemetery Creek, about 400 yards distant behind 
the Cemetery, by Donald McLean, M.D., who has been most energetia in bringing the 
ore to the notice of San Francisco cap&lists. 
Thomas Price of that city resulted 8s follows: 

Two assays of this ore made by Mr. 

First croppings, silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.54 to 2,OOOlb 
Second,six feet deeper, silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.60 

(fold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.45 I I 
$36 to 2 ooofb 

‘1 Two claims are located by representatives of San Francisco capitalists. No doubt 
this orgamzation is the signal for the resumption of work upon onr mineral re8ource8, 
and that the lode will be developed npon a scale which it justly merits. 

“It is understood the parties interested in the ’ hlount Hope ’ and ‘ Fannie Miller’ 
Companies are establishing a powder factory, about & milo distant from their locations, 
for the manufacture of explosives, gunpowder, d 
coon be obtained at considerably lower rates then z 

nsmite, glycerine, &c., whioh will 
eretofore paid. A saving at leaat of 

35 per cent on this item alone will be a boon in assisting small capitalists in fttnre 
developments of our mineral refwuroe~. 

‘I I have the hononr to be, 
“ Sir, 

“ Your obedient servant 
“WILLIAM EAOUE, Yd 

u !Phe Eonourable the Mnistsr of Mines.” 
I6 Government Agent. 

COWICHAN. 

The u Sterling Mine” is situated on the Koquessila River in this dietriot, and is 
about twelve miles from navigation on Saanich Inlet. The lode, which’is 9 feet wide, 
runs east and west, dipping to south at an angle of 63”; it is clearly defined between 
hanging and foot walle and consists of B se&a of veins, the matter in these veins and in 
the quartz between them appearing to be of very different quality. A tunnel, level 
free, 9 feet wide and 8 feet high, has been run along the vein 8. distance of 36 feet; &B 
the tunnel advanced, the body of ore--i. e. the number of veins-increased. Various 
assays hare been made from the ore taken out of the tunnel and returns made varying 
from310 to nearly $100 a ton in gold, silver and lead. One sample, assayed in the 
United States Assay Office, New York, yielded gold $6.20 and silver $69.43 per ton, 
beaides 28Q per cent of lead. 
ton in gold and silver. 

Five sumplee sent to San Francisco averaged $23 to the 
It is the intention of the owners to resume prospecting on this 

mine in the Spring. They do not claiw that the ore is of & high grade, but have strong 
faith m being able, by ,working large quantities, to make It pay. 

The count,ry in the vicinity of the mine has every sppearsnoe of containing minerals, 
but being almost insacessible has not yet been prospected to any extent. A line for a 
road has been explored and blazed from the old Victoria-Cowiohen road to the mine, a 
distance of nine miles, which passes through come good agricultural land. 

COAL. 

It is most gratifying to be again sble to report a substantial inoreaee in t’he output 
and sales of coal during the pest year. 

The disadvantages under mhioh our Collieries lsboor, in exporting coal, are 80 
serious that it is natural and proper for the Governmont Inspector to follow the 
example of his pred&zessorin bringing them to the notice of the public. The Provincial 
Government are powerless to help, but the Dominion Governmeot have alread 
one concession in sanctioning a drawback of half the duty on blasting powder. % 

made 
urther 

nppesls to the ame quarter are sure to be listened to and carefully considered, and may 
be suooesaful in obtaining the great boon of other reductions in the tariff on articles 
used in the working of coal mines and not msnufactured in the Province. Every legiti- 

--- 
_--_----,- ___~. ~-- 
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mato c%ort should bo used to induce the Dominion Government to lighten .w much BB 
possible the great weight which, in competition with American mines, now oppresses 
this most valuable industry. 

The satisfactory report of the Government Inspector, will well repay perusal. The 
increased sales for “home consumption ” is a significant fact worth pondering over by 
British Columbians. 

The following table shows the output of each year from 1874 to 1880 inolusive:- 
Pear. No. of Tone. 
1874 . . . . . . . . . . . ...! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1876 ..,..,..................,...,. 

81,000 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,000 

1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,......,................. 

139,000 
164,000 

1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171,000 
1879 .,......,........,......,....., . . . . . . . . ..*........... 241,000 
1880 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268,009 

“ INBPrnOB OP Mms’ OrnICE, 
“ Nanaimo, 20th January, 1881. 

Coal 
‘I Srrr,-I have the honour to submit this, my first annnal report, as the Inspector of 
I&i~es ior British Columbia, being the third under the ‘Coal Mines Regulation Act.’ 

(1 On comparing returns for the year ending 31st December, 1880, with those for $879, 
it is gratifying to notice that the coal trade in this Province is steadily increasing. 

‘r At the close of the year 1879 there were about 15,000 tons of coal on hand, and 
the output of the year 1880 amounted to 267,595 tons, making available t.otaI of coal for 
export and sele of 282,596 tons,, the rodiZZuf%K~mines of the Vancouver Coal Com- 
paoy at Nanaimo and ‘Chase Rwer 2, me@, and of the Wellington Collieries. 

‘1 Of the above !quantitios 225,849 tons were disposed of by shipment to San Fran- 
cisco, and other p&a in California;. Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington Territory; 
Onnslasks, Alaska; Acapulco, Max~co; and tho Hawaiian Islands; and by fuel supplies 
for the mail steamships, and celling steamers, being an iccrease of 34,764 tons over the 
shipments of 1879. 

‘1 Sales for Provincial oonsnmption nett 46,513 tons, being an advance of 6,223 tons 
upon last year’s sales. 
forward to the year 1881. 

Thus there is left an aggregate of 10,476 tons to be carried 

‘1 I beg to draw attention to the gratifying fact that the quantity of coal raised in 
1880, &B compared with previous years, fully maintains the progressive character of the 
coal mining industry of Vancouver Island. 

“A glance at the totals for the three years since the introduction of the ‘ Coal 
Mines Regulation Act,’ will confirm this view. The total output for the year 1878, was 
170,000 tons; that for the year 1879, 241,000 tons; and the total output for the year 
1880 w&8 268,000 tona. 

‘I But, while the inore!ased production is satisfactory, it is s matter of seriona regret 
that the dissdva~ntages under which the mine-owners of this Province labour in their 
competition with American producers still continue. These 81‘8 (1) the imposition of 
75 centa per ton at the United States ports of disoharge, and which form the ohief 
branch of the foreign market; (2) compulsory pilotage in this Province; and (3) the 
heavy duties payable under the Dominion Tariff upon colliery supplies. 

“ I feel it to be my duty? in the interests of all, to confirm the accurate pe resents. 
tion of my predecessor in hm last report 88 to the op 3 ominion 
Tariff upon the coal industry of this Province, which % 

ressive bearing of the 

earnifigs of a large wm for Dominion duties u 
&B to submit to & deduction from 

miscellaneous articles in every da p1 ” 
on the artieans’ and miners’ tools, and 

duties on mining machinery and f 
we at the olherw., besides which, there are the 

p ant. 
“ I.am able, however, to report a slight diminution of the Tariff, for which the 

Dominion Gowrnment is entitlod to credit. Through the exertions of the Hon. A. Bunster, 
M.P. for Vancoover District, a conoesaion ~88 mado in favonr of the miner, of B draw- 
back of half the duty payable under,the Tariff upon blasting powder actually used’by 
the miners in this Province since the 1st of April, 1880. This concession, small a8 it is 
in comparison with what is actually needed, is IL boon to the coal miner, who is relieved 
thereby from what had been virtually a tax of $1 to $1.60 per month on his wages. 



(‘ IO this corm&ion I trust I may be pardoned noticing, on behalf of employers 
and workmen engaged in the coal enterprise in my district, that the rates of freight 
preclude the menufaoturars of the Eastern Provinces from furnishin our Collieries with 
supplies, and, there being no immediate prospect of manufaotories emg established in pb. 
this Province, it appears manifestly unjust to continue the application of the Tariff, in 
its entirety, to the coal trade. I would therefore suggest that the Dominion Govern- 
ment should be asked t,o grant D total drawbaok of the duties on all articles thus not 
obtainable either in this or the Eastern Provinces, to such extent 88 to make their im- 
portation SB favourable ILB if they were purchased in Eastern CXnada, and said drawback 
to be appliod to such articles 88 are actually used in the Collieries of British Columbia. 
Such concession might, in my opinion, be wisely and greaefully made, 80 as to foster, 
aid, and encourngo our con1 industries, which would even then be heavily weighted in 
the r&o8 against American competition by the pilotage dues and the impost on coal 
entering into the United States of 75 cent8 per ton. 

(‘The coal mines not in operation during the pasL year 81% the Union (which oatl 
hard1 be called a mine, seeing that very little coal has been taken out), Bnynes Sound, 
snd Ef nrewood Compaoy. The machinery is all taken away from Baynes Sound Dline. 

“Since 12th June, the other mines have been inspected I~B follows: Iianalmo Col- 
lieries, Chase River Mine, and other mines belonging to the Vancouver. Coal Compsny. 

“ I have inspected these on ten different occasions, besides four or five times which 
I did not record when I NLW looking at the machinery and other works above ground. 
I always found those mines in good order, and safe to work. Sometimes the brattioe 
was behind B little, but where there is no gas to contend with, instead of nine feet, 88 in 
the ‘ Coal Mining Act,’ in my opinion, eightecn feet would bo B safe distance to have it 
from the face; if closer than that, it is always liable to bo broken down when blasting. 
On my inspection of Chase River Mine, there were 42,710 cubic feet of air per minute 
circulating for the consumption of (51) fifty-one men and three mulee, which ia an 
abundant supply. Reporting more fully, I may state in reference to Chase River Mice, 
that it has been almost entirely free from fire-damp; nevertheless, there are two firemen 
who examine all the workings, morning and noon of each day. It is vary seldom that 
they ever discover any gas, and, if 80, only in small quantities. 

(1 During my personal inspection of this mine, at no time WC@ I able to,flnd any gas; 
and eince my inspections were not confined to any particular times, the manager or 
other officials did not know I ~88 about to make au inspection until they 8&w me at the 
mine. Sometimes I went through tho greater portion of the mine, left, and did not 888 
any of them, 80 that thus I obtained vary good evidence of the general condition and 
usual state of tho works. From my OWI meesurementa, I found the coal to vary in 
thicknees from four to seventeen feet. This coal is worked out from a slope about 1,700 
feet long, with levels to both sides. Those at present working &re known as No. 3 and 
No. 4 levels. On the north side this mine is connected with the Douglas Pit workings, 
at a point where formerly coal ~a.8 taken out, but it wa8 found much chea er to bring 
it oat here. The ventilation of this mine is caused by B large furnace at t Ii e bottom of 
the upcaet shaft; the air is conducted on the separate split system. There are four main 
divisions from the slope, two to each side, or one for each level, where the air is then 
conducted to and around the face of the workings, and back again to the furnace, where 
it forma one current. At no time did I find less than 35,000, or from that to 44,000 
cubic feet of air per minute circnlating iq the mine. 

“I always found plenty of timber on band, and with but few exceptions, the timbeti 
is of a substantial nature and executed in a workmanlike msnner, and, 88 far 88 I ~0n1 % 
me, it is a safe mineto work in. In these works they &re greatly ohstrnoted by L faults ’ 
and ‘ want8 ’ in the coal, which make the product of this mine leas than it would other- 
wise be. 

“ Fitzwillinm Mine 

1‘ Is being reopened, but there is not much doing at present. The coal which ifl being 
worked is close to the slope, and about 1,200 feet from the entrance of the mine; the coal 
here is two feet six-inches, and of & good quality. This mine is well ventilated by R 
furnace, and BB there are only six minors workidg here at present, they have plenty of 
air; but more men from time to time may bo employed. 

30 
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“Douglas Pit. 
“At present there is no cosl being taken out of this mine, but there are good pros- 

pects of finding coal in B rock tunnel which is being drifted out from the bottom of the 
shaft. The coal from the lower workings goes to the Chase River Mine. 

“The Vancouver Land & Mining Co. have conducted extensive explorations 
throughout their west and south coal fielda, and in the Douglas seam, during the year 
1880. In the west field B ahaft W&B sunk 114 feet through to the rook, and the Corn. 

E - 
any’s valuable diamond drilling machine ia now boring through the measures; and & 
and bore, which is down about 370 feet, ie also at work at the western part of the field. 

In both the diamond drill sod hand-bores, the proRpectsare e.o far encouraging. In the 
south field, & large areaof coal land has been proved by diamond drill boring in different 

it 
laces. South of Chase River a prospecting shaft has been auk, from which R drift has 
een carried to the face of the coal, and a slope is now being driven in order to thoroughly 

test the roam. Steam winding muchinery and pit headworka lmvo been erected at the 
shaft month, snd there is sermon to believe that & large and important coal mine will be 
developed by the Vanoonver Coal Mining Company upon this portion of their property. 
This Company, I believe, also oontemplete opening an extensive mine near the town. 
The Douglas seam has been explored some distance below the “ great pitch ” by the 
diamond drill, and these efforte have been rewarded by the discovery of a ten-feet seam 
of coal. 

“~mzzington cozziery. 
“In this mine they have been working steadily the greater part of the year. 

Everything connected with this Colliery is in first class order. The mine is ventilated 
by & large furnace at the bottomof the upcast shaft; the air is conducted oo the separate 
split system, with the divisions in the slope; the air after being conducted through the 
airw&ya and round all the workings, retune to the furnace. On my last inspection 
there were 44,000 cubic feet of air per minute in circulation. This mint being connected 
with South Wellington Mine, a section of it ia aired from that place, and now that it is 
extensively opened and well ventilnted, there is very little gas met with. Since the 
1Ot.h June I have inspected this mine seven times, but never met with any gas, although 
in 8ome of the stalls the firemen frequently sea a little of it when they are going thoir 
rounds of examination previous to the miners going to work. The coal in this place 
varies in thickness from six to ten feet, and although there have been several accidents 
during the year, I consider this a safe mine to work in; there is always plenty of timber 
on hand and lyzng conveniently for the we of the miners. 

“South Wellington. 
‘( Since July last I have exsmined this mine seven times. The entrance is by I% 

shaft 140 feet deep. The coal is hoisted by two owerful engine8 which take 25 cwt. of 
coal st one time. In this mine everything is in t i e best of order. Travelling roads and 
airways are alike perfectly safe, and of large dimensions. I eodeavoured to find if 
there ~88 anything tocom lain of, but there w&8 nothing. This mine isventilated by B 
fan erected on the upoast 8 i aft. The fan is 30 feet in diameter, and 8 feet wide, worked 
by two powerful enginea, one at each side, and if anything should go mroog with one, 
the other would work the fan, and thus there would be very little stoppage in the 
ventilation. 

1‘ On the 6th October, while I was there, the f&n wna making 39 revolutions per 
minute, and at that time the quantity of sir travelling in the mine wy&8 72,000 cubio feet 
per minute to supply SO men and 3 moles. At this time a ‘fault’ W&B got in No. 2 level, 
which ~88 giving off‘much gas, but now there is very little gas to be found at any time 
in the mine. ‘The runners who take the coal to the bottom of the shaft, 6ound it wry 
disagreeable because the air w&8 80 strong that it put their lights out. They therefore 
reduced the motion of the fan, and, on my last inspection, it was making about 17 revo- 
lutions peg minute, and the air circulating in the mine was 4&000 cubic feet per minute, 
which is ample for all the men employed in the mine. This is the first ventilating fan, 
on B large scale, in the Province, and is a great benefit Tao the proprietora in working 
their coal, and also to the miners, &B they get B constant supply of fresh air. Great 
praise is due to the msnlrging partner for expending so much in the erection of such a 
machine, and I hope 8oon to 888 moreof them in use in this Province for the ventilation 
of the coal mines. 
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‘I At prose& another shaft is b&g sunk, aim 17 feat by 7 feet, in the valley of the 
Millstone River, where it iii -anticipated coal will be got early in .eummer, and when in 
full operation it will add greatly to the product of this Colliery. 

“In the report of my predecessorfor the year 1879, mention is made of the discovery 
of & first-class 8eam of con1 under the estate of Messrs. Sabiston and Horne. This dis- 
covery w&8 made by Messrs. John Dick and Jacob Blessing. After going to a large 
expense they have been rewarded by finding coal in & shaft 40 feet deep. 
of this is five foet thick, and of a first-class quality. 

The upper ply 
There is an in-drift in from the 

bottom of the shaft 280 feet, which proves the coal to be of a uniform thickness; it ie to 
be hoped that the bottom ply will turn out 08 good. Some of the coal was sent to San 
Francisco for trial, and tbo report fr,om that place saps it ie 318 good as any coal which 
comes from British Columbia. There were about 200 tons brought to Nanaimo for 
domestic we, which gnw goqeral sa,titlfnotion. The saidcosl proves to betbefamed Wel- 
lington seam, which must extend all ‘down the valley of the Millstone River fro& the 
Wellington Mine. This discovery is within two miles of Nanaimo Harbonr, with a very 
easy acoesa thereto, and is a valuable acquisition to the coal fields of Nahaimo. 

May 

M&Y 

‘I It will thus be seen that there have been three fatal accidents during the year, via: 
one mmer and t+o Cbinamen. Two of the three accidents happened while the men 
were at work in their stalls, through an error in taking out the props before other 
supports vwe put to the roof; hence a fall of rook 30 feet by 12 and 3 feet thick. 

1‘ Five swious accidents to miners occnrred by the falling of the roof o? coal on them 
while at work in their stall, and 0x1~ by coals thrown from a shot or blast. 

1‘ From these facts it becomes apparent that the class of noeideut6~both serious and 
fstal--resulting from tLe falling of the roof or coal in the stalls where the miners work, 
and which being within their control misht be averted, ia about eouel in number to 
those which resu”lt from all other causes combined. ’ 

“ The accidents of this class can only be lessened by more owe and caution on the 
Dart of the miners thornselves. The soecinl rules udder the Coal Mines Rerrulation Act 
&%ainly contain a provision subjecting the minors, while they 8~8 exeroisi~g their own 
skill and oxporience in doing their beet to make their working place ~eoure, to the 
gener+l supervi+on of the Manager or home competent person acting for him, who, on 
finding the miners careless or incapable of keeping their stalls safe, oan~dlrect them to 
do what be thinks best for their s.afoty, or he may cause them tg leave their places ubtil 
such time 88 they may be mndo anfe by other workmen. These remarks apply to the 
danger of accidents arising from the falling of the roof, when not being roperly tim- 
bered, or from the coal not boing properly Bpragged whore known to be 4 oose; and it 
will only be through the exercise of o&i-e and caution on the part of the working miners 



themeelW that this eleds of sooidents o&n be obviated. The Menagef or his Superin- 
tendent cehnot BB fi rule be more than a few mintitee in, each stall, but he may prokmg 
his visit where he perceives he Is most required; bat tie workmen 81% ever liable TV 
d&n@, therefore mow caution ought to be exercised. 

“ Aom persOba1 obeervetion, I have always web plenty of timber put down at the 
mine for the mae of the mioorq 80 that enoh rnsn can take whet length his lsee reqaires, 
a%tid by putting his, mu&e? on the props the men who run out the coal w 1 know where 7 
tu take them. 

“It ~111 be ob%emed in the list of accidenta that there w~id six pereods slightly 
bUrh@d by e~ploaioos of gad. TWO of these happened about noon. l’he men w‘e‘nb OUL~ 
frOto their stall far about an hour, and when they e&me bnok to wvk they did nbt take 
the preoantiOn to search fop gas in their plaoo becawe they hed ndt aeeo euy for two 
mbnths preUioasly; and 80, on this day, they went in with their naked light~s se oti 
former aocadlons. There wee plenty of air going cl&w to the frtae, but there w&e ~clarge 
pie08 of coal wbiob had been blasted oat and where the air could tiot get behind. EIere 
the gas had oolleeted, &hd it ignited at the naked light, burning two men 08 the fade 
and hands. Ae respects all these accidents, though slight, no blame WBB attributable to 
the Companies 80 far as I could find out. 

“ It shows that in all mines where pa8 is found there cannbt be too much care exer- 
oiaed in having the plaae e%amined witch a safety-lamp befol’e any one goes baok ta his 
Stall after being 6ot for & time. 

“I have fre 
workings, and x 

nently inspected all the minea, t#atellidg Wap!, sir ways, old waste 
B workings io this district, and only onae did gas flash in my lamp. 

TlMt happened in No. 2 level, South Wellington, where tbere was a ‘fault ’ whioh WRB 

f 
iving off B greet quantity of gas. The miners were working by the light of the snfety- 
amp; the b&tic% was about two feet from the f&f%, and tbwe ~fer9 6840 cubic feet of 
air per minute going round the end of it; but with all that the g&s would sbow itself in 
the safety lamp 0x1 being held close to the roof. 

” The flretien frequently oome in eontaot vith a little gas wbsa going their rounde of 
inspection in the Wellington aud South Wellingtoh mines, bht previous to their notify- 
ing the minera that all is clear and safe for them to proceed to *wk. Where tbcre is 
danger known to exist they notify the minera net to go to such p&s until they are 
made safe. 

1‘ l’he following Is a statement showitig the atioflnt Of ode1 i%ised aiid the nun&r of 
fatal and non-fatal accidents that have dccnrred dnrillg the l&et three yeare:- 

Year. Tma raid. P?ital A&dents. Non&t%1 A&dents TotIs ratsed 
per life lost. 

I I 

I, I 

Lt Appended beret6 are the ahnbel colliery returns. 
“ I have. dco.. 

.--------~---------~- ---_--_._.-- __-_-_~_-~_--__--__-- .___ .~. ____ _ __--______ 



Man ........ 229 61 7 8% to 33 75 $1 to 81 25 
I 

$1 so $1 50 
Boys ...... 15 

Name of &earns or Pits:-Chase Iziver, Douglas, and Fitsmiiliam,. 
Value of Plant:-$110,000. 

DESOB~ION OP SEAMS, TTMELS, LETEGS, Saa~rs, kc., .m~ NUMBEB OB S.&M& 
Chase River %Iine, called Now Donglss, has been wmking steadily the whole year, 

excepting stoppage of’ six weeks during B strike. 
producing aa largely 88 heretofore. 

Hampered by faults, this mine iS no& 

Douglas Mine has not been in operation since July Ias& rhecoal remioing to the 
rise of the “gre& pitch” is being taken opt by way of New Dou la8 Mim. 

Fitzwilliam Miw i8 being wopened, and is producing II maI f 
shipment. 

qwo$ity of -1 for 

K B&w 
w-mn COLKEBfm. 

189,361 13-20 tms. 26,672 tons. 1@2,668 tons. 4,442 LO-20 tans. 4,734 3-20 torul 

- 

Name of Sesm or Pits:-Wellington. 
Value or Plant:--8245,000. 

DE~CBI~ON OF SEAMS, TUNNELS, LEVELB, SHAXTB, kc., AND NIJMBER OB SAM% 

Six to 10 feet thick; ‘i levels working; 1 shaft working, 1 not working and 1 sinking, 
1 elope working; 2 sir shafts-l of these large furnace at bottom, the other ventilating 
fan, YU feet diameter, driven by pair of engines. 

DEBCRIPTION AND LENQTII OP TEAM~AY, PLANT, &c. 

Ten miles of railway, 5 locomotives, 150 waggons, 5 stationary engines working, 2 
engines not used at present, 4 steam pumps; 5 wharves for loading vessels, with 
bunkers, &c. 

Dnmxum, Draoa & Co. 
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” WBLLINOTON COLLIERY, B.C., 
(‘ 14th June, 1880. 

(‘ Inqoest on the bodies of James Dolan and Ah Bow w&e resumed at Wellington 
before Coroner W. R. Spalding and B Jury. 

“Archibald Dick, Inspector of Nines, appeared on behalf of the Government. 
“Thomas Corlet, miner. baviog been duly sworn, stated:-1 have seen the bodies 

of the daceaaed, and I identify thorn as those of James Dolan and Ah Bow, a Cbinamnn. 
On Toesday, the 8th inst., I wae at work in No. 7 Level, next place to where James 
Dolan and Ah Bow were at work, and at about a quarter to 8 o’clock a.m. James Dolan 
osme to me and asked me to help him to put up a stringer, which I did. I then went 
back to work, bat had not gone to my place when I heard a cave, and mimediately 
returned to eee what wae the matter. I mw that the roof had f&an, and I could eee 
the handof the Chinnman, Ah Bow, sticking out from under the fallen timber and stone. 
Jnet at thia time Mr. James Dunsmuir, the Manager, nod Mr. Robert Scott, Foreman, 
arrived. I assisted to remow the rook, &a., from the body of the Cbinnman, and on 
getting him oot found he w&e dead. We contiuued removing the fXlen matter until TVG 
came upon the body of James Dolan, who we also found was dead: Wo carried the 
bodies up to the surface, and the medical officer of the mines 8&w them at once. I coo- 
eider the cauee of the wve w&e owing to the men having the centre’props from under 
the stringers, which they ought not to have done. 

“Rees Evans, miner, having been duly ewoln, stated:-1 have eeen the bodies of the 
deceased, nod 1 identify them as those of James Dolao and Ah Bow. At about quarter-past 
8 o’clock a.m. on the 8th instanL I WBB working in my stall in No. 7 Level when James 
Dolan came to me and asked if I would holp him to put up a stringer. I wedt ae coon 
as 15nished filling my box. James Corlet was there before me, and they hnd one end 
of the stringer up waiting for me to come. I assisted in putting it up, Dolsn and myself 
holding it in position while Thomas Corlet fastened it with a wedge, when Dolan said, 
‘ Thank you boys! I can get along now.’ Corlot and I then started for our work, and 
had only got about 10 yards off when I heard the cave. 
and called out but got no anewer. 

We immediately turned heck 
We tried to go on the lower side of the owe but 

could not manage it, and at this time the Nanager, Mr. Jnmea Dunsmuir, and Robert 
Scott, the Foreman, arrived. We then went to work on each side of tbe cave to move 
the rocks, and came upon the body of the Cbinnman, Ah Bow, who was quite dead, and 
a little further on we found the body of James Dolnn, also dead. I assisted to bring 
the bodies to the surface, and the medical officer of the mine, Drt Jones, E&W them at 
once. 

“Robert Scott, Overman of the mine, hating been duly worn, stated:-It ia cue- 
tomsrv in~the startine of a headinn like the one th& the acci;ient oc&rrod in for miners 
to p&their own et&g&-s up, bucm this caee he (witoess) bad made arrangemeots 
with the deceased to p&y him for putting the stringer up RB one had broken before. 

. ‘c After B few minutea’ deliberation, the Jury roturned a verdict of accidental death, 
caused by taking out the oentro props from under the stringer.” 





PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

#hewing the actually known and estimated yield of gold; the number of Minen 

employed; and their average earnings per man, per year, from 1858 to 1880. 
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