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REPORT

OF THE

'MINISTER OF MINES

FOR THE YEAR 1880.

To His Honour ALBERT NorToN Rromarps, Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of British
Columbia, '

May 11 PrEasE Your ExoELLENCY,—

. I have the honour herewith to present to your Honour the Seventh Report of the
Mining industries of the Province. .

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honour to be, _
Your Honour's obedient servant,

T. B. HuMPHREYE,
Provincial Secretary and Minister of Mines.

REPORT.

GOILD.

‘The amounts actnally exported by the Banks during 1880 are a8 follow:—

Bank of British Columbig..ccccisiiriinianas rerasenes $340,741 09
Bank of British North America.... criereeinenes 206,860 30

Garesche, Green & Co...vvveennannnnnnn. 247,250 06
Total......... Viraeeranns e maresrrerentraranias $844,856 44

It is most difficult to estimate the sum which should be added to this in order to
cover private export. Retaining one-fifth, as in the Mining Reports for 1878-79, gives
the total of $1,013,527 as the probable gold yield for 1880.

CARIBOO.

This remarkable district, which—so far as the production of gold is concerned—has
been the main-stay of the Province for twenty years, shows no signs of exhaustion; on
the contrary, the yield for the last three years lias steadily increased, and the Govern-
ment Agent anticipates “a much larg.y return for next year’s work.” Im all probability
he will be justified by the result,
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The return for the past season, estimated—inciuding Omincea—at $600,000, is the
more satisfactory inasmuch as it has been gained in spite of the temporary failure of
two most important enterprises, probably the two most important yet started in the
Distriet. The Waverley Hydraulic Mining Company, after going to great expense in
bringing the necessary water upon their ground, unfurtunately commenced operations
in the wrong place, and failing to find the outlet of the deep chanmnel, the work of the

ast season, other of course than tho bringing on the water, was thrown away. This

owever has not in any way [essened the great confidence which is felt, particularly by
miners who have worked on Grouse Creek, in the ultimate success of the Waverley
Company. The other enterprise referred to—The Cariboo Lake Diteh and Mining
Company-—has been practically in abeyance. More extended surveys demonstrated
that water could not be taken from Cariboo Lake and down the North Fork of Quesnelle
excepl at an enormous cost, and that scheme was therefore abandoned. An easier line
at a lower level, taking the water out of the river, has now been found, and work on
the diteh will be vigorously prosecuted next season. In this undertaking the ditch
itself is almosgt the only element of uncertninty,~—~breaks, repairs, &c.—the ground which
it will cover having been known to be rich for many years, in fact ever since its first
discovery in 1835..

An era of hydraulic mining has now fairly commenced in Cariboo, and will probably
extend to other districts. Every successful ¢« wash-up” is a stimulus to engage in fres
ventures of Lhis nature, and it may be predicted with some eonfidence that many of the
benches of the Frascr between the mouth of Cottonwood and Lytton, & distance of
over 250 miles, will be worked by bydraulic power at no distant date.

The discovery of comparatively rich ground on the upper benches of the Fraser
and Quesnelle Rivers, in the vicinity of their junction, indicates the immense area of
ground not yet thoronghly tested, and will greatly encourage bench-prospecting.

In the Keithley division the returnfrom Snowshoe Creek is again “especially favour-
able.” The yield for the past three seasons has been estimated as follows:—1878, $9,000;
1879, $25,000; 1880, $44,000. Considering that this creek basbeen known, prospected, and
more or less worked, for twenty years, it furnishes a wonderful example of the care
with which Nature hides her riches, and a hint to the miner not to be easily discouraged
in the pursuit of them.

Nothing worth speaking of has been attempted during the past year towards the
development of the quartz resources of the district, but notwithstanding this the future
looks bright, ia fecling of confidence prevails, and Cariboo may well feel proud of its
speedy recovery from the depression, and decreased yield, caused by the undue quartz
excitement of 1877-78.

“ Rrogrierp, 23rd November, 1880.

¢ Bir,—I havo the honour to enclose tabular forms showing approximately the
reanlt of mining operations in this distriet for the past season.

“ I am pleased to be enabled to report an increase of gold over the preceding year.
This is especially gratifying, comsidering that a number of our producers have heen
engaged the wholo season preparing claims for working by hydraulie process.

“ These, in the near future, are certain to add their guota to the general ontput,
and bring renewed prosperity to the district. I speak thus confidently, having the
agsurance that all these claims have been thoroughly prospected befors their owners
would expend large sums bringing in long ditches, purchasing costly iron pipe and
other material necessary for the successfui working of such claims.

“Tho season has not becn without its complement of drawbacks. A number of
companies which expected to have tuken out pay were prevented from varions causes.

~“The Central Company of Jack of Clubs Creek had expensive machinery to put in
position, The Waveriey Hydraulic Company, of Grouse Creek, failed to find the outlet of
their ground. The Hardserabble Hydraulic Company have nol yet reached bed-rock,
congequently did not get much pay. A Hydraunlic Company was organized to operate
on Bugar Creek, and a diteh made preparatory to commencing active operations next
spring. The North Fork Company of the North Fork of Quesnelle River, after spending
s considerable sum on serveys, were obliged to abandon the original plan of diverting
the water from the lake in consuguance of the difficelties to be overcome, consisting of
rocky points and precipitous biafts, around which a flume would bave to be suspended
for several miles in length. Subsequently a more feasible route was found at & lower
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elovation, by which the water from the river can be made available, and which will
materially lessen the estimated cost. Thia discovery, however, was made too late to
commenee the construction of the ditch during the present season, therefore bus little
progress has been made in this promising undertaking.

“Many other companies in different parts of the district might be mentioned as
having been engaged during the season in what is known as “ dead work.”

# It will, therefore, be readily seen that a much less number than in former years
were actual producers, as there has not been any material increase in our population.

« Bearcity of water will be the only drawback to successful hydraulic mining on
many of the old creeks.

“ Willow River and its tributaries offer special inducements for this kind of mining,
on account of ita lower altitude, its iramense gravel banks, and the facilities for getting
water upon them.

# Ag an illustration of the advantnges of bydraulie mining, when possible, over the
old way of drifting, an instance occurred this seagon. Mr. I. B. Nason purchased the
Boneta colaim, where the owner had drifted about for years, barely making wages.
This season, under hydraulic pressure, five men working the claim cleaned up $7,000 in
about three months,

“Very important discoveries were made during the season on the high benches
along the Fraser and Quesnelle rivers. Heretofore mining operations on these streams
have been entirely carried on by Chinese, who principally restricted their operations to
rocking on the barg during low water. In consequence of the recent discoveries of -
richer ground on the higher benches, quite an impetus has been given to this kind of
mining in that portion of the district. - Some fifty claims, including & half-dozen of white
companies, have been recoided, and it is reported that some of the Chinese arc taking
out as much as $50 per day with a rocker. Similar discoveries were made on Quesnelle
river, and I firmly believe that s thousand Chinamen and & good many white men will
find profitable employment there during the coming season,

‘t Megars. Barlow, Dubig & Co. loeated a claim about six miles above the month of
Quesnelle, and diverted the water from Four-Mile Creek, using it to ground-sluice with.
The frost prevented their cleaning up their ground-sluice, but they got sufficient out of
their sluice-boxes to justify the belief that they have a valuable claim.

“ Quartz mining has been entirely suspended, with the exception of a small amount
of work done by the Enterprise Company upon their Island Mountain location. :

# Mr. James Reid, of Quesnellernouth, has purchased the Beedy Quartz Mine on
Burpg' Mountain, and has advertised for tenders for running a tunnel to tap the ledge
a o greater depth than heretofore reached.

“ The following statement from the Government Agsayer at Barkerville gives the
relative amounts melted for the years 1879 and 1880. : ‘

# It ig gratifying to note that the amount agsayed in 1880 reaches mearly $40,000
over the preceding year.

For six monthe ending June 30th, 187 iciiiiiiiiiiiininee $ 58,295 81
For six months ending December 31ss, 1879.......... Ceesnees coreennnesss 143,918 55

$202,215 36
1880—TFor six montbs ending June S06h eveee.evvereercvresieeeensies $51,141 13

,» —To period ending November 16th ..c..o.ovivviiiviniinininiernnn o, 170,412 93
Estimate tor remainder of year based on corresponding period, 1879, 18,000 00

$239,564 06
1879, ciiiiiinesiirnninicinieinsam s e 202,215 36

1880-—INCrofBe wrviveiiriserrrerannsnsrisnsarersnnee. 337,338 70

“] have not been able to obtain reliable information as to the mining results in
Ominecs, but learn that the amount realized will fully equal that of last year.
Including Omineca, I place the total yield for the year 1880 at $600,000, or $60,000 over
that of last year, which I account for as follows:—
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_—

Barkerville Polling Division «..vvveeeiirasinna
Lightring Polling Division .......... 79,400
Quesnsllemouth Polling Division ....c...ocveviniinirirniiie i iisnnesnenes 68,000
Koeithley Creek, including Fraser as far as Sods Creek (approx.)..... 100,000

$219,061

Omineca (ApProXimate) ... rvreriiiiii i crcirssta e e s e 36,000
Hgtimated yield {rom date of caleulation te 3lst December through-

out Whole district...cvcie i i s e s e 50,000
Probable amount taken out throughout the district of which mno

return wag made t0 COLlECtOTS..iiiivrrirriiiiiniesbiicnas e raenersa e 47,639

Bstimated total yield......ccoviiiicerinnesnicsnsnnenn. - $600,000
« I anticipate & much larger return from next year's work.

«J have the honour to be, Sir,
“Your obedient servant,

' JoEN Bownon,
: . “ Grovernment Agent.
“ To the Hon. the Minister of Mines.”

% Forks QUESNELLE, B. C,,
# November 9th, 1880.

“ Srr,—I have the bonour to enclose herewith the Mining Statistics for Keithley
Polling Division, Cariboo District. The amount of gold obtained this season is a slight
increase over the amount of last yesar, and is satisfactory as showing that for the past
fow years the yield of gold is steadily on the increase in this gection.

“It is very difficult to get at a correct re%ort of the amount of gold obtained from
the various rivers and creeks in the Keithley Division, owing to the greater part of the
mining being done by Chinese, and they are scattered over a large extent of country
and generally working in pairs without any recording of claims, mining licences, or any
thing else they can avoid paying, and as they are continually on the move from one
place to another during the mining season, it is difficult to keep the run of them; but
when they are working in the same section where white men are loeated, then they
work in organized companies, and there is little or no trouble with them. Bat then it
mugt be admitted that as a general thing they (the Chinese) work ground that under
existing circumstances could not be remuneratively worked by white men. ’

«Qwing to the severity of the weather last Winter there was no river mining done,
but the heavy snow-fall and cold backward Spring kept up the supply of water in the
small streams well into the Summer, quite making up for any shortness on sccount of
no river mining,. )

«1 have no new strikes to report this year from this section, although taking into
congideration the small number of white men located upon Snowshoe, Keithley, and
Harvey Creeks, there is a considerable amount of prospecting heing done by them.

“ The yield of geld from Snowshoe Creek this year has been better than any former
season, while Keithley Creek still holds out, although showing a falling off from other
years, Harvey Creek has not realized the hopes we had of it at one time during the
geason, yet the companies located on the creek are still hard at work prospecting.

« Quesnelle River, with South and North Forks, has contributed fairly to ihe
season’s work, '

“The Cariboo Lake Ditch and Mining Company during the greater part of the
season were trying to find the most practicable route for their ditch from Cariboo Lake
down the North Fork of Quesnelle River. In this enterprise there are considerable
difficnlties to be overcome, and a heavy outlay of moncy incurred before any returns
can be received; but with the ditch once completed, and a sufficient supply of water
obtained, it will, I think, open one of the best hydraulic mining sections in Cariboo.

1 have the honour to be,
“ Bir, '
“ Your most obedient servant,

“W. STEPHENSON.
i The Honourable the Minister of Mines.” “ Government Agenl.
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CASSIAR.

It must be admitted that the result of last year’s work in thig distriect has been
unsatisfactory. In the first place the pretended discovery by Dan “ Bowen ” or ¢ Boen,”
in the Autumn of 1879, of a creek * the richest and most extensive yet discovered in
Cassiar,” turned out to be s pure fabrication; in the second place the prospecting of the
past season has been barren of any good result. It is, however, doubtless true that the
ground travelled over has been very imperfecily tested, and creeks hitherto only
“goratched,” may yet be proved rich,  The hills and benches of the old paying creeks
will in future attract more attention, and it is probable that the yield for 1881 will not
show & further decrease.

« Lagwron, Cassiar, B.C., 20th Oetober 1880,

¢ S1r,—I have the honour to forward herewith the Mining Statistics for 1880, and
beg to submit the following particulars in reference to the past season at Cassiar.

« Kixolusive of Indians, there have been about 800 men, miners and others, in the
district. Of these some 350 were Chinese, '

“ Several prospecting parties have been out in different directions, but nothing
worth recording has been discovered.

“ Ag far a8 has come to my knowledge, very-few of the prospecting parties that
have been out in this district have had an opgortunity of testing satisfactorily the many
creeks and rivers met with in their travels, the great object of each being apparently to
get over as much ground as possible, and to discover what, in miners’ phraseology, are
designated ¢ sack of flowr” diggings,—meaning mines that prove remunerative without
any outlay of either money or labour.

“Tt having now been ascertained that within a radins of 100 miles or more from
the present central creeks no such mines exist, it is to be hoped that some effort may
be made to work those benches, etc., in the immediate vieinity which, with the expendi-
ture of not a very large amount of capital or labour in constructing ditches, ete., for the
purpose of bringing on water, might be made highly remunersative, affording profitable
employment to many.

i Ap I have previously reported, the beds of the old creeks are slmost worked out,
the returns for this year being very light, 1he hills and benches, however, are not so,
and doubtless when the fact is realized that easier diggings aro not to be had, the latter
will become of more interest to tho mining community than they have hitherto been,

“ Very fair prospects were taken late this season from some of the few hill claims
being worled on Dease and 'Thibert crecles.  In some instances a different lead of gold,
aeemingly of a richer quality than that taken from the channel of these crecks, has been
found.

# The great frand practiced by Mr. “ Dan Boen” upon the people of Cassiar, etc.,
last fall, caused much disappointment and logs, as numbers not only neglected less
promising speculations but expended much labour and money in getting out lumber and
in building scows and boats for * Boen’s Creek,”—it having been fully believed, to the
last momont, by the expectant many that ¢ Boen” would “ yet arrive” and pilot them to
the promised Lldorado. : -

“ The past mining season having been nearly a month shorter than usual, and the
severe frosts of last winter having penctrated to a great depth in the mining ground of
many companies, materially affected the output of gold for 1830.

The returns, as closely as can with any accnracy be obtained, are as follow:—

Dease, Thibert, and Defot Creeks, &c.vivieiniiiiiinniiiniaane. $133,850
McDames Creek section, including Walker's Creek.ueeiiannn 120,000
Liard and Stickeen Rivers............. herrerrenrerararear e 10,000

$263,850
Tnaccounted for.............. F i rereas ey arasraraarataes 35,000
Total cstimated yicld for 1880 ..oovivviiiimmiininiree soereranaens $298,850

“ It becomes more difficult cach suneceeding year to obtain a correct acecunt from
claim owners of the amount of geld coming oui, tho tendency beng in all cases to under-
rate the rogpectivo yields, ete.  Next your it is goncrally expected that our population
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will be about the same as it was during this, and the returns, it is confidently believed,
cannot be less than the figures given above exhibit.
* * * * L3 #* * * * * L4 *
“T have, &e.,
“A. W. Vowsry,
“G. 0 & 8.M., Cassiar.
 The Honourable the Minister of Mines.”

LILLOOET.

The report from this district ineludes the bars and benches of the Fraser from
Foster's Bar, 25 miles below Lillooet, to the mouth of the Chileotin River, a distance of
over 100 miles, and also Bridge River. 'the estimaie of the total yield made by the
Government Agent appears high, and it is possible that he is in error, but the great
extent of auriterous ground covered by the report must not be lost sight of, and to the
labour of the Chinesa scattered up and down Fraser River, must be added that of nearly
300 Indians during the stages of low water in the Spring and Autumn.

A creek emptying into Anderson Lake on its west bank, about eighteen miles from
its head, bas been found to yield coarse gold in paying quantily. The discovery has
not 8o far proved of much importance, but the country lying between this lake and
Bridge *River has beeuv known for many years to be gold-bearing, and the finding of
coarse gold on this creek may induce further prospecting with more important resuits.

It is most gratifying that the diteh constructed by Ab Sam & Co., at the great cost
of $31,500, should be considered & good investment. Thers is room on the Fraser for
many such undertakings. It is to be hoped that our own people will realize this fact,
and not allow the best locations to be monopolized by Chinese,

« Liarnoorr, 23rd November, 1830,

“8m,~I have the honour to transmit the annual mining stasistics for the district of
Lillooet tor the year 1880, Heretofore mining statistics were only made for the
Lillooet section of the district, this year I have included Clinton and Dog Creek.

¢ Since my last report a discovery of gold diggings has been made by a company
from New Westminster District, on & ereek which empties into Anderson Liake. The
gold taken out is coarse, and sells bere at $16.50 per oz., while Fraser River gold sells ai
$16. The discovery was made near the mouth of the creek, and the upper part of 1,
strange to say, remains still unprospected. Three men went from here last Spring to pros-
pect it, bnt then the snow waas too deep, und they postponed the work for a fature
ocession, which has not yetafrived. Five men also came from New Wostminster District
io prospect, but they remained only a short time. The creek consists chiefly of' a very *
rough cafion as far as the prospectors ascended it; veins of quartz were vigible. On
the portage, between Seaton and Anderson Lakes, Indians are making small wages.

# The water ditch constructed by Ah Sam & Co,, isa snecess. It has cost & congider-
able outlay to complete if, but it was a good investment. 1T'he benches and flats from
opposite Bridge River to Horse-Beef Bar will pay good wages for many years to come,
many parts of which have already paid them $6 to the hand.

¢ The Indians still continue to work the bars of Fraser aud Bridge Rivers in their
usual primitive mode. The Chinese use sluices when possible. It is astonishing what
quantities of gold are taken out of the bars of those rivers.

“ Although the mining in this distriet is chiefly desultory, the total yield is very
good, namely, $81,600. 1t is impossible to obtain the acturate amount, as some is carried
away or remains in private hands. It would be safe to add $1,000 to the above, making
the total amount then $82,500.

41 have the honour to be,
“ Sir, "
« Your obedient servant,

: ¢ . PHATR,
“ Government Agent.”
“ The Honourable the Minister of Mines.”
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KOOTENAY.

The only subject of intorest in this report is contained in the last paragraph, and
gince its receipt newspapers have reportd of the success of the party mentioned as pros-
pecting on the north end of the Kootenay Lake.

4 Koorenay, Oct. 4th, 1880,

# 81r,—I have the honour to forward herewith the mining statistics for the Kootenay
District for the season of 1880.

« On Wild Horse Creck the hydraulic mining claims have as & whole paid better
than in former years, with every prospect of their continuing to pay for the future.
There has been no new development on this creek.

#here is at present ouly one company at work on Perry Creek, who are taking
good pay out of the creek bed below the falls. The upper portion of this creek is
supposed to be rich, and good prospects have been obtained there at different times, but
the difficulty of opening up the ground has hitherto prevented it from being worked.

¢«] hear there is a probability of a company being formed to try and open up this
portion of the creek.

¢« There are a few men mining on some of the tributaries of the Mooyei River
making small wages.

« There has been scarcely any prospecting dono in this distriet this season, although
at present therc is a party out on the north end of the Kootenay Lake who are very
sanguine of success.

“ T have the honour to be,
“ Bir,
4 Your chedient servant,
“Wintniam FERNIE,
“ Government Agent, Kootenay District.
% The Hon. the Minister of Mines.” :

*

YALE.
No return has been received from the Okanagan Division,
Kamroors Division.

* Mining ir this division is confined to & fow Chinamen working on the Lranquille
River.
« KaMmroops, Nov. 26th, 1880.

“ 81r,~I1 have the honour to enclose you the mining statistics for the Kamloeps
Division of Yale District.

«Tranquille River, the only stream on which mining operations are prosecuted,
still attracts a small number of Chincse, the majority of whom secure but a scanty
remuncration for their labour. This is partly caused by being compelled to shovel the
dirt into boxes from a depth of five or sx feet, thare not being sufficient fall in that
portion of the river remaining unworked to admit of ground-sluicing.

« The yield of gold for the season, as near as can be estimated, is about §2,000.

¢ 1 have the honour to be,
“ Bir,
“ Your obedient servant,
“ @&, C. TUNSTALL,
“ Government Agent.
¢ The Honourable the Minister of Mines.”’

Yarr anp Hore Divisions.

The report from these divisions is without interest.

«Yarr, 22nd November, 1880,
« §(r,~—In pursuance with the request mentioned in your circular of the 29th July
lagt, I beg to submit herewith my mining report for the Hopo and Yale Divisions for
the year 1880,
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“J regret to say that the yield of gold for these divisions has not been so great as
heretofore, and also that the season throughout the year has not been a favourable one
for mining. The unusual quantities of snow which fell during the winter months, to-
gether with the lateness of the spring season, were much against mining development.

“ The discovery of gold last Antumn on the tributaries flowing into the ‘ Quo-que-
halla,” about twelve miles distant from the town of Hope, gave fair promise of opening
out remunerative diggings, but unfortunately the season has not been s favourable one
for the prospectors. Although a considerable number of miners had located claims thereon
they were prevented from thoroughly prospecting them on account of the continually
high stage of the water during the year, Therefore many have returned here and
settled into winter quarters,—gone to work in the tunnels of the railway construetion,
with the infention of again returning to their claims next Spring.

* * * * * * * # ¥ * * *
# T have the honour to be
¢ Sir,

_ “Your obedient servant,
! “ WiLLiaM TEAGUE,

« Qovernment Agent.
“ The Honourable the Minister of Mines.”

OMINECA,

This district is increasing in importance, and would seem destined to emerge from
the obscurity which has hung over it since the discovery of Cassiar, The thoroughly
reliable estimate of Mr. Kenney, the Mining Recorder, places the yield at $45,800, as
against $36,000 lagt year; the number of workers remaining the same, viz.; 80 all told.

SILVER.

YALE.

A woll defined lead of silver and gold-bearing rock has been discovered at this
place, and a certain amount of work has been done with a view to testing its richness.
8o far as it goes this is satisfactory, but until more is known it is impossible to give any
opinion as to the economie value of this discovery. If it be proved that the ore can be
worked at a profit, however small, its importance, not only to Yale, but the Province at

large, can hardly be over-estimated.
“ YALE, November 22nd, 1880.
* * * * * * * * * * * *

‘“ Although the evente of the past year have not been characterised by any great
activity in our quartz lodes, nevertheless the opinion regarding our silver-bearing lodes
is gaining more confidence by the recent discoveries, and fine specimens of ore taken
from the Queen Silver Mine on Yale Creek are indeed ofavery promising character. Every
effort has beon made by this company, struggling by dint of perseverance, to prove the
solution of the silver-bearing deposits abounding in the neighbourhood. Blow by blow
the drill penetrates the rock, inch by inch is gained, thereby, slow as the progress is by
limited eapital accomplished, the day will come and dawn upon us with more cheering
rays of success; and as certain as the railroad is preparing the way, so sure will the
mineral resources of the Province follow progressively in remunerative enterprise,

it Great importance attaches to the recent discovery of a well and traly defined
lode of silver and gold-bearing quartz which shows a guality of ore that is indeed
worthy of attention, and may possibly lead to the key of our great storchouse of mineral
wealth. The ledge can be traced by compass south of Yale Creck for miles, and the
character of the ore found on surface is identical. The lode has not been cut through,
The hanging wall has not been geen below surface, but the foot wall so far seen is smooth
and has a most favourable appearance, carrying a beautiful gangue with its course; the
vein has a uniform appearance and is about 28 feet wide. A short surface tunnel has
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been driven to penetrate the lode on Cemetery Creek, about 400 yards distant behind
the Cemetery, by Donald McLiean, M.D., who has been most energetic in bringing the
ore to the notice of San Francisco capitalists. Two assays of this ore made by Mr,
Thomas Price of that city resulted as follows:

First croppings, silver. ..., vearavens $11.54 to 2,0001b
e e R S ota e 16,45 | $76 to 2,000

« Two claims are located by representatives of San Francisco capitalists. No doubt
this orgamzation is the signal for the repumption of work upon our mineral resources,
and that the lode will be developed npon a scale which it justly merits.

« It is understood the parties interested in the ‘Mount Hope’ and ¢ Fannie Miller’
Companies are establishing a powder factory, about a mile distant from their locations,
for the manufacture of explosives, gunpowder, dynamite, glycerine, &c,, which will
soon be obtained at considerably lower rates then ﬁeretofore paid. A paving at least of
35 per cent on this item alone will bo a hoon in assisting small capitalists in futnre
developments of our mineral resources.

# [ have the honour to be,
! ¢ Bir, ,
“ Your obedient servant
“ WILLIAM Eﬁmetm,
: ' “ Government Agent.
« The Honourable the Minister of Mines> :

COWICHAN.

The “Sterling Mine” ig situated on the EKoquesaila River in this distriet, and is
shout twelve miles from navigation on Saanich Inlet. The lode, which i 9 feet wide,
runs east and west, dipping to south at an angle of 63°; it is clearly defined between
hanging and foot walls and consists of a series of veins, the matter in these veins and in
the quartz between them appearing to be of very different quality. A tunnel, level
free, 9 feet wide and 8 feet high, has beon run along the vein a distance of 36 feet; as
the tunnel advanced, the body of ore—:i. . the number of veins—increased. Various
assays have been made from the ore taken out of the tunnel and returns made varying
from $10 to nearly $100 a ton in gold, silver and lead. One sample, assayed in the
United States Assay Office, New York, yielded gold $6.20 and silver $69.43 per ton,
besides 28} per cent of lead. Five samples sent to San Francisco averaged $23 to the
ton in gold and silver. It is the intention of the owners to resume prospecting on this
mnine in the Spring. They do not claim that the ore iz of & high grade, but have strong
faith in being able, by working large quantities, to make 1} pay.

The country iun the vicinity of the mine has every appearance of containing minerals,
but being almost inaccessible has not yet been prospected to any extent. A line for a
road has been explored and blazed from the old Victoria-Cowichan road to the mine, a
distance of nine miles, which passes through some good agricultural land,

COAL.

It is most gratifying to be again able to report a substantial increase in the output
and sales of coal during the past year.

The disadvantages under which our Collieries labour, in exporting coal, are so
gorious that it is natural and proper for the Government Imspector to follow the
example of his predécessor in bringing them to the notice of the publie, The Provincial
Government are powerless to help, but the Dominion Government have already made
one concession in sanctioning a drawback of half the duty on blasting powder. Further
appeals to the same quarter are sure to be listened to and carefully considered, and may
bo successful in obtaining the great boon of other reductions in the tariff on articles
used in the working of coal mines and not manufactured in the Province. Every legiti-
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mate cifort should be used to induce the Dominion Government to lighten as much as
possible the great weight which, in competition with American mines, now oppresses
this most valuable industry,

The satistactory report of the Government Inspector, will well repay perusal. The
increased sales for # home consumption ” is a significant fact worth pondering over by
British Colambians.

The following table shows the output of each year from 1874 to 1880 inclusive:—

Year. No. of Tons.
1874viieicriniisirrerenensennniiiieenseneen e 81,000
I87Brurerererereersnsnsnssersinse sossrees vevesrnveenens 110,000
1876........ rrereeeraresaesnentaean erreneannes veevns 139,000
18T eveeereeeeermeonns vereraesrernsonesnaseressseres 154,000
1878 cnenurcenarreriaicntiransnseesnesnentisnnnnsass vees 171,000
187D uee e ireenrsenoriesnearessssnssensssesnssnsnassens 241,000
1880.ciess cicrrrvirrirronerinrannnes cearrraerserrerate 268,000

# INSPECTOR OF MmvEs' OFFICE,
“ Nanaimo, 20th January, 1881,

# 81r,—1 have the honour to submit this, my first annual report, as the Inspector of
Coal Mines for British Columbia, being the third under the ¢ Coal Mines Regulation Aet.’

“ On comparing returns for the year ending 31st December, 1880, with those for 1879,
it is gratifying to notice that the coal trade in this Province is steadily increasing.

% At the close of the year 1879 there were about 15,000 tons of coal on hand, and
the output of the year 1880 amounted to 267,595 tons, making available total of coal for
export and sale of 282,596 tons, the produce of thé mines of the Vancouver Coal Com-
pany at Nanaimo and Chase River Mines, and of the Wellington Collieries.

“ Of the above {quantities 225,849 tons were disposed of by shipment to San Fran-
cisco, and other ports in California; Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington Territory;
Ounalagka, Alagka; Acapulco, Mexico; and the Hawaiian Islands; and by fuel supplies
for the mail stoamships, and calling steamers, being an increase of 34,764 tons over the
shipments of 1879,

“ Bales for Provincial consumption nett 46,513 tons, being an advance of 6,223 tons
upon last year's sales. Thus there is left an aggregate of 10,476 tons to be carried
forward to the year 1881,

“I beg {0 draw attention to the gratifying fact that the quantity of coal raised in
1880, as compared with previous years, fully maintains the progressive character of the
coal mining industry of Vancouver Island.

“A glance at the totals for the three years since the introduction of the ¢ Coal
Mines Regulation Act,” will confirm this view. The total output for the year 1878, was
170,000 tons; that for the year 1879, 241,000 tons; and the total ountput for the year
1880 was 268,000 tona,

“ But, while the increased production is satisfactory, it is & matter of serious regret
that the disadvantages under which the mine.owners of this Province labounr in their
competition with American producers still continue. These are (1) the imposition of
75 cents per ton at the United States poris of discharge, and which form the chief
branch of the foreign murket; (2) compulsory pilotage in this Provinee; and (3) the
heavy duties payable under the Dominion Tariff upon colliery supplies.

# 1 feel it to be my duty, in the interests of all, to confirm the aceurate representa-
tion of my predecessor in his last report as to the opBressive bearing of the Dominion
Tariif upon the coal industry of this Province, which has to submit to a deduection from
earninggs of a large sum for Dominion duties upon the artizans’ and miners’ tools, and
miscellaneous articles in every day use at the Eollieries, besides which, there are the
dutieg on mining machinery and plant. ' _

“1 am able, however, to report s slight diminution of the Tariff, for which the
Dominion Government is entitled to credit. Through the exertions of the Hon. A. Bunster,
M.P. for Vanconver District, 2 eoncession was made in favour of the miner, of a draw-
back ot half the duty payable under the Tariff upon blasting powder actually used by
the miners in this Province since the 1st of April, 1880. This concession, small as it is
in comparison with what is actnally needed, is a boon to the coal miner, who is relieved
thereby from what had been virtually a tax of $1 to $L.50 per month on his wages.
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‘In this connection I trust I may be pardoned noticing, on behalf of employers
and workmen engaged in the coal enterprise in my district, that the rates of freight
preclude the manufacturers of the Eastern Provinces from furnishin%our Collieries with
supplies, and, there being no immediate prospect of manufactories being established in
this Provinee, it appears manifestly unjust te continue the application of the Tariff, in
ite entirety, to the coal trade. I would therefore suggest that the Dominion Govern-
ment should be asked to grant » total drawback of the duties on all articles thus not
obtainable either in this or the Eastern Provinees, to such extent as to make their im.
portation as favourable as if they were purchased in Eastern Canada, and said drawback
to be applied to such articles as are actually used in the Collieries of British Columbia.
Such concession might, in my opinion, be wisely and gracefully made, so as to foster,
aid, and encourage our coal industries, which would even then be heavily weighted in
the race against American competition by the pilotage dues and the impost on coal
entering into the United States of 75 cents per ton.

“The coal mines not in operation during the pasi year are the Union (which can
hardly bae called & mine, seeing that very little coal has been taken ont), Baynes Sound,
and Harewood Company. The machinery is all taken away from Baynes Sound Mine.

#8ince 12th Juite, the other mines have been inapected as follows: Nanaimo Col-
lieties, Chase River Mine, and other mines belonging to the Vancouver. Coal Company.

I have inspected these on ten different occasiong, besides four or five times which
T did not record when I was looking at the machinery and other works above ground.
I alwaya found those mines in good order, and safe to work. Sometimes the brattice
was bebind a little, but where thero is no gas to contend with, instead of nine feet, as in
the ¢ Coal Mining Act,’ in my opinion, eighteon feet would be a safe distance to bave it
_ Irom the face; if closer than that, it is always liable to be broken down when blasting,
On my inspection of Chase River Mine, thero were 42,710 cubic feet of air per minute
circulating for the consumption of (51) fifty-one men and three mules, which i an
abundant supply. Reporting more fully, I may state in reference to Chase River Mine,
that it has been almost entirely free from fire-damp; nevertheless, there are two firemen
who examine all the workings, morning and noon of each day. Itis very seldom that
they ever discover any gas, and, if so, only in small quantities.

« During my personal inspection of this mine, at no time was I able to find any gas;
and since my ingpections were not confined to any particular times, the manager or
other officials did not know I was about to make an inspection until they saw me at the
mine. Sometimes I went through the greater portion of the mine, left, and did not see
any of them, so that thus I obtained very good evidence of the general condition and
ususl state of the works. From my own measurements, I found the eoal to vary in
thickness from four to seventeen feet. This coal is worked ont from a rlope about 1,700
feet long, with levels to both sides, Those at present working are known as No. 3 and
No. 4 levels. On the north side this mine is connected with the Douglas Pit workings,
at a point where formerly coal wag taken out, but it was found much cheaper to bring
it out here. The ventilation of thig mine ig caused by s large furnace at the bottom of
the upeast shaft; the air is conducted on the separate split system, There are four main
divisions from the slope, two t0 each side, or one for each level, where the air is then
conducted to and arcund the face of the workings, and back again to the furnace, where
it forms one eurrent. At no time did I find less than 35,000, or from that to 44,000
cubic feet of air per minute circulating in the mine.

«I always found plenty of timber on hand, and with but few exceptions, the timberin
is of & substantial nature and executed in a workmanlike manner, and, as far as I coul
see, it is & safp mineto work in. In these works they are greatly obstructed by *faults’
and ¢ wants ' in the coal, which make the product of this mine less than it would other-
wige be, '

¢ Fitzwilliaom Mine

% I3 being reopened, but there is not much doing at present. The coal which is being
worked is elose 1o the slope, and about 1,200 fect from the entrance of the mine; the coal
here is two feet six-inches, and of a good quality. This mine is well ventilated by n
furnace, and as there are only six miners working here at present, they have plenty of
air; but more men from time to time may be employed.

30
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“Douglas Pit.

At present there is no coal being taken out of this mine, but there are good pros-
pects of finding coal in a rock tunnel which is being drifted out from the bottem of the
shaft. The coal from the lower workings goes to the Chase River Mine.

“ The Vancouver Land & Mining Co. have conducted extemsive explorations
thronghont their west and south coal fields, and in the Douglas seam, during the year
1880, In the west field a shaft was sunk 114 feet through to the rock, and the Com-
ﬁany’s valuable diamond drilling machine is now boring through the measures; and a

snd-bore, which is down about 370 feet, is also at work at the western part of the field.
In both the diamond drill and hand-bores, the prospects are so far encouraging. In the
south field, & large area of coal land has been proved by diamond drill boring in different
laces. South of Chase River a prospecting sbaft has been sunk, from which a drift has
een carried to the tace of the coal, and aslope ia now being driven in order to thoroughly
-test the seam. Steam winding machinery and pit headworks have been erected at the
shaft mouth, and there is reason to believe that a large and important coal mine will be
developed by the Vancouver Coal Mining Company upon this portion of their property.
This Company, 1 believe, also contemplate opening an extensive mine near the town.
The Douglas seam has been explored some distance below the ¢ great pitch” by the
déamoind drill, and these efforts have been rewarded by the discovery of a ten-feet seam

of coal.

“Wellington Colliery.

#In this mine they have been working steadily the greater part of the year.
Everything connected with this Colliery is in first class order. The mine is ventilated
by a large furnace at the bottomof the upeast shaft; the air is conducted on the separate
split system, with the divisionsin the slope; the air after being conducted through the
airways and round all the workings, returns to the furnace, On my last inspection
there were 44,000 cubic foet of air per minute in circulation. This mine being connected
with SBouth Wellington Mine, a section of it is aired from that place, and now that it is
extensively opened and well ventilated, there is very little gas met with. Since the
10th June I have inspected this mine seven times, but never met with any gas, although
in some of the stalls the firemen frequently see a little of it when they are going their
rounds of examination previcus to the miners going to work. The coal in this place
varies in thickness from six to ten feet, and although there have heen several accidents
during the year, I consider this a safe mine to work in; there is always plenty of timber
ot hand and lying conveniently for the use of the miners.

“South Wellington,

¢ Bince July last 1 have examined this mine seven times. The entrance is by a
shaft 140 feet deep. The coal is hoisted by two poworful engines which take 25 ewt. of
coal at one time. In this mine everything isin tEe best of order. Travelling roads and
airways are alike perfectly safe, and of large dimensions. [ endeavoured to find if
there was anything to complain of, bui there was nothing. This mine is ventilated by a
fan erected on the upcast sgaft. The fan is 80 feet in diameter, and 8 feet wide, worked
by two powerful engines, one at each side, and if' anything should go wrong with one,
the other would work the fan, and thus there would be very little stoppage in the
ventilation.

“ On the 5th Ooctober, while I was there, the fan was making 39 revolutions per
minute, and at that time the quantity of air travelling in the mine was 72,000 cabic feet
per minute to supply 90 men and 3 mules. At this time a ‘fault’ was got in No, 2 level,
which wae giving off much gas, but now there is very little gas to be found at any time
in the mine. The runners who take the coal to the bottom of the shaft, found it very
disagrecable becaunse the air was so strong that it put their lights out. They therefore
reduced the motion of the fan, and, on my last inspection, it was making about 17 revo.
lutions per minute, and the air circulating in the mine was 42,000 cubie feet per minute,
which is ample for all the men employed in the mine. This is the first ventilating fan,
on a large scale, in the Province, and is a great benefit to the proprietors in working
their coal, and also to the miners, as they get a constant supply of fresh air. Great
praise is due to the managing partner for expending so much in the erection of such a
machine, and I hope soon to see moreof them in use in this Province for the ventilation
of the coal mines.
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“ At present another shaft iz being sunk, size 17 fect by 7 fest, in the valley of the
Millstone River, where it is anticipated coal will be got early in summer, and when i
tull operation it will add greatly to the preduct of this Colliery. ‘

¢ In the report of my predecessor for the year 1879, mention is made of the discovery
of a first-class seam of coal under the estate of Mesars. Sabiston and Horne. This dis-
covery was made by Messrs. John Dick and Jacob Blessing. After going to'a large
expense they have been rewarded by finding coal in-a shaft 40 feet deep. The upper ply
of this is five foet thick, and of a first-class quality. There is an in-drift in from the
bottom of the shaft 280 feet, which proves the coal to be of a uniform thickness; it is to
be hoped that the bottom ply will turn out as good. . Some of the coal was sent to San
Francisco for trial, and the report from that place says it is as good as any coal which
comes from British Columbia. There were about 200 tons brought to Nanaimo for
domestic use, which gave general satisfaction. The said coal proves to be thefamed Wel-
lington seam, which must extend all down the valley of the Millstone River from the
Wellington Mine. This discovery is within two miles of Nanaimo Harbour, with a very
easy access thereto, and is a valuable acquiaition to the coal fields of Nahaimo.

“ Accidents in Nanaimo and Wellington Collieries frﬁ' the year 1880.

January 17th,--D. Stantin; slightly burned by an explosion of %as in South Wellington Mine,
March  23rd.—Henry Westﬁe%d, miner, had his head injured by a piece of coal falling on him while at
work in the Wellington Mine. . .
April  24th,—William Pelligrew, miner, had his arm broken by a plece of coal falling on him while at
. work in the South Wellington Mine. -
April  26th.—Bonette Ciesar, miner, had his collar-bone broken by a piece of coal falling on him while
: at work in the South Wellington Mine. ‘ o .
May 4th.—James Williams and William Ferrday, miners, were slightly burned by an explosion of
gas in the South Wellington Mine, o o
May 5th, —Henr, Y\lfﬁstﬁeld, miner, was hrrt by a plece of coal falling on him while at work in the
ellington Mine, : )
June §th.—-James Do]ar%, miner, and Ak Bow, (Chinaman) were killed by a fall of rock from the
roof while at work in the Wellington Mine.—[See ingunest.] .
July 22nd.--John Gow, miner, was burt by coals thrown from a shot or blast in the Wellington Mine,
August 12th.—Charlton Pearson, miner, was injured about the back and shoulders, by a piece of rock
falling on bim while at work in the new Douglas mine, (Chase River).
Sept.  18th.—Louis Corto, miner, was slightly burned by an explosion of gas in the Wellington Mine.
’ " John Dickinson, and MeGargal, miners, were burned about the face and hands by an
explosion of gas in the South Wellington Mine, o
Nov.  Sth.—William Herman, %’ithead-ma,n_, had one of ks leges broken by falling from trestle-work
’ at the new Douglas Mine. ‘
Dec.  23rd.—Ah Frong (Chinaman), had his leg broken and was otherwise seriously injured b% the
runbing away of acar on a ae%f—a.cting incline in the new Douglas Mine. This China-
man died on 4th Jannary, 1881.

# Tt will thus be seen that therebave been three fatal accidenta during the year, vis,:
one muiner and two Chinamen. Two of the three accidents happened while the men
were at work in their stalls, through an error in taking out the props before other
supports were put to the roof; hence a fall of rock 30 feet by 12 and 3 feet thick.

. % Five serious accidents to miners occurred by the falling of the roof or coal on them
while at work in their stall, and one by coals thrown from a shot or blast.

“ From these facts, it becomes apparent that the ¢lass of seeidents~—hboth serious and
fatal—resulting from the falling of the roof or coal in the stalls where the miners work,
and which being within their control might be averted, is about equal in number to
thoge which result from all other causes combined.

“The accidents of this class can only be lessened by more care and eaution on the
part of the miners thomselves. The special rules unider the Coal Mines Regulation Act
cortainly contain a provision subjecting the miners, while they are exercising their own
gkill and experience in doing their best to make their working place securs, to the
general supervigion of the Manager or some competent porson acting for him, who, on
finding the miners careless or incapable of keeping their stalls sate, can direct them to
do what he thinks best for their safety, or he may cause them fo leave their places until
such time as they may be made safe by other workmen. [hese remarks apply to the
danger of actidents arising from the falling of the roof, when not being }iroperly tim-
bered, or from the coal not being properly spragged where known to be loose; and it
will only be through the exercise of care and cantion on the part of the working miners
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themselves that this elaes of acoidents can be obviated. The Managet or his Superin-
tendent cannot a8 4 ruls be more than & few minutés in each stall, but he may proleng
his visit where he perceives he s moat required; but #s workmeu are ever liable t6
danger, therefore more caution ought to be exercised.

“ From persobal observation, 1 have always seoti planty of timber put down at the
mine for the use of the miners, so that each man can take what length hie plaee reqtires,
4nd by putting his number on the props the men who run out the eoal will know where
to take them.

“It will be observed in the list of accidents that there were six persons slightly
burned by explosions of gas. Two of these happened about noon. The men went out
from their stall for about an houy, and when they eame back to work they did nof take
the preocaution to search for gas in their placo Liecnnse they had ndt meen auy for twe
months previously; and so, on this day, they went in with ibheir naked lights as on
former gecasions. There was plenty of air going close to the fave, but there was 4 large
pleceé of cosl which had been blasted out und where the air could not get behind. Hera
the gas had collested; and it ignited at the naked light, burning two men on the face
and hands. As respects all these accidents, though slight, no blame was attributable to
the Companies so far as I could find out. ' .

It shows that in all mines where gas is found there cannot be too much care exer-
ciged in having the place examined with o safety-lamp before any one goes back to his
#tall after being out for 4 time,

“I have frequently inspected all the mines, travelling ways, air ways, old waste
workings, and all workings in this district, and only once did gas flash in my lamp.
That happened in No. 2 level, South Wellington, where there was o ‘fault ’ whieh was

iving off & great quantity of gas. The miners wers working by the light of the safety-
amp; the brattice was about two feet from the face, and thiere were 6840 cubic feet of
Air per minute going round the end of it; but with all that the gas would show itself in
the safoty lamp on being held close to the roof, '

“ The firemen frequently come in eontact with a little gas when going their rounds of -
inspection in the Wellington and South Wellingtoh mines, but previous to their notify-
ifig the miners that all is elear and safs for thém to proceed to work., Whote there is
danger knows to exist they notify the mirers net to go to such places unii{ they are
made safe, )

* The following is a statement showing the amount of coul ruised atid the number of
fatal and non-fatal accidents that have gecurred doriug the last three years:—

Year. Tons raised. Fatal Accidents. |Non-fatal Aceidents 12[“33“151; :ilze;:.
1878 eeinennn.s e 170,496 3 4 56.582
b1 7 241,301 12 18 a0 108
I8BO ...\ P P 267,596 3 13 89,198

« Appended hersto are the annual colliery returns.

“] have, &e.,

N “ ARCHIBALD DIUE,
L “ Government Inspector of Mines,

« To the Hon. the Minister of Mines.”

Ailiitedieitihs

Navaimo CoLiiesyes,

SRR | Yoo e | om0
31st December, 1880. {Home Consumption.|  Exportation. Yat January, 1880. stock Jan, lst, 1881,
77,7342 tona, 19,6413 tons. 63,181 10,800 5,712




44 Vic. RerorT o THE MINtsTER oF Mings, : 431

No; c.m' ﬁAN;;s -EMP_LD;?ED. Waces PER Dav.
W—h;tez, N Chiness, Indians. Whites, Chiness, | Inditns,
ﬁe;.__.::’.: 29 81 .: 7 \ $2 1o $3 75 8 10 $1 % %l to $1 50
Mmars’eammgaperd&y sﬂ 50-1:-0 $5 o

Nors,—The number of hands retumed does not include Indians or Chingmen working for miners and
psid by them.

Name of Seams or Pita:—Chase River, Douglas, and Fitzwilliam,
Value of Plant:—$110,000.

DescrirrioNn oF Seams, Tuwxners, LEveLs, SHaFTs, &c., AND NUMBER OF SAME.

Chage River Mine, called New Donglas, has been working stoadily the whole year,
excepting stoppage of six weeks during a strike. Hampered by faunlts, this mine is not
producing as largely as heretofore. '

Douglas Mine has not been in operation since July last, The coal remaining to the
rise of the * great pitch” is being taken out by way of New Dougilas Mine,

Fitzwilliam Ming is being re-opened, and is producing a small quangity of coal for

shipment.
M, Barz.
WraaneroN CoLLIZRIES,

Output of Coal | No. of Tous sold No, of Tona sold No. of Tons - No. of Tons unsold
“for 12 months ending for or on hand | including Coul in
81t Decamber, 1880, [Home Consumption, Exportation, lab January, 1880, lstock Jan, 1st, 1881,

185,861 13-20 tons, 26,872 tons. 162,668 tons, 4,442 10-20 tons, | 4,764 3-20 tona
No. or Havps EMPLOYED. Wacrs pER Day,
Mixngas
. - e EARNINGS

Whites, Chinese. Tndians. Total. Whites. Chivese, | T2B DA%
Men.... 250 266 None. 525 22 to 33 75 31 to 81 25 $3 to §4 50
Boys ...

Name of Seam or Pits:—Waellington.
Value of Plant:—$§245,000.

DescriprioN oF Seams, Tussens, Levers, Searts, &o., AND NUMBER oF SAME.

Six to 10 feet thick; 7 levels working; 1 shaft working, 1 not working and 1 sinking,
1 slope working; 2 air shafts—1 of these large furnace at bottom, the other ventilating
fan, 50 fect diameter, driven by pair of engines.

DescrirTioN AND Lexats or Tramway, Prawr, &e.

Ten miles of railway, b locomotives, 150 waggons, b stationary engines working, 2
engines not used at present, 4 steam pumps; 5 wharves for loading vessels, with
bunkers, &c.

Donguuir, Diaar & Co.
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“WeLrivaron Qortrery, B.C,
“14th June, 1880,

“ Inquest on the bodies of James Dolan and Ah Bow was resumed at Wellington
before Coroner W. R, Spalding and a Jury.

“ Archibald Dick, Inspector of Mines, appeared on behalf of the Government.

“ Thomas Corlet, miner, baving been duly sworn, stated:—I have seen the bodies
of the deceased, and I identify them as those of James Dolan and Ah Bow, a Chinaman.
On Tuesday, the 8th inst., T was at work in No. 7 Level, next place to where James
Dolan and Ah Bow were abt work, and at about a guarter to 8 o’clock a.m. James Dolan
came to me and asked me to help him to put wp a stringer, which I did. I then went
back to work, but had not gone to my place when I heard a cave, and mimediately
returned to see what was the matter. I saw that the roof had fallen, and I could gee
the hand.of the Chinaman, Ah Bow, sticking out from under the fallen timber and stone.
Just at this time My, James Dungmuir, the Manager, and Mr. Robert Scolt, Foreman,
arrived. [ assisted to remove the rock, &e., from the body of the Chinaman, and on
getting him ount found he was dead. We continued removing the fullen matter until we
came upon the body of James Dolan, who we also found was dead: Woe carried the
bodies up to the surface, and the medieal officer of the mines saw them at once. I con-
sider the cause of the cave was owing to the men having the centre props from under
the stringers, whieh they ought not fo have done.

“ Rees Evaps, miner, having been duly ewoin, stated:-—1 hava seen the bodies of the
deceased, and 1 identify them as those of James Dolanand Ah Bow. At about quarter-past
8 o’clock a.m. on the %th instant I was working in my stall in No. 7 Lievel when James
Dolan came to me and asked if I would help him to put up & stringer. I wernt as soon
a8 I finighed filling my box. James Corlet was there before me, and they had one end
of the stringer up waiting for me to come. I assisted in putting it up, Dolan and myself
holding it in position while Thomas Corlet fastened it with a wedge, when Dolan said,
‘Thank you boys! I can get along now.” Corlet and I then started for our work, and
had only got about 10 yards off when I heard the cave. We immediately turned back
and ecalled out but got no angwer. We tried to go on the lower side of the eave but
could not manage it, and at this time the Manager, Mr. James Dunsmuir, and Robert
Seott, the Foreman, arrived. We then went to work on each side of the cave to move
the rocks, and eame upon the body of the Chinaman, Ah Bow, who was quite dead, and
a little further on we found the body of James Dolan, also dead. I assisted to bring
the bodies to the surface, and the medioal officer of the mine, Dix Jones, saw them at
once.

# Robert Scott, Overman of the mine, having been duly sworn, stated:—Tt is cus-
tomary in the starting of a heading like the one that the aceident occurred in for miners
to put their own stringers up, but i this case he (witness) bad made arrangements
with the deceased to pay him for putting the stringer up as one had broken before.

. % After a few minutes’ deliberation, the Jury returned a verdict of accidental death,
caused by taking out the centre props from under the stringer.”
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g g g?a £ 5 “of;‘.ﬁmmp]med Rate of Wages. Nature of Claims. ) How Workod, i &“&ﬁnem | Value of {Estimated
| R B . | | Goldper | Tt |
Name of Bar, Gulch, Creek, or River. SE& I 3 B 1o ;:%,, T T | T "__Hd'dm K o ) |—1.\;;t;r Steam ! OUNCe. . $he year. ’
3L h “‘3:% @2 |Whites. [Chinese. Whites. |Chinese. | Bar. | Creek. | Beach, | Hill. Quartz. | Rocker. | Sluices, | 5/78% | Bhat. | Tunnel lWhBB]S- Engines! ;
2 g . 8 SE | | i f ! | | | }
% z R P :
- ] i “
M . Carreoo, i i
Burkerville Division : . 25 i 10 , F1600 | $79,000 |
Wiliiams Creek, ... L, . H 3 Lo ” 24,700 |
Conklin's Guich, . . 3 : 4 | 15 75 9,800 |
Grouse Creek . 1 : 6 e 16 50 16,600 |
Antler  ,, ..... 15 | 4 ] 16,00 £,200 |
Cunningham Creek . 4 I 4 17700 21,300
Lowhee » 4 I 5 e 17 25 | 10,000
Mosquito n 3 - 1 : 16 00 50
Canadian " 1 1 17 00 2,500
Hardscrabble i i 16 25 16,100
Jack of Clubs  ,, 1 3 17 00 8,400
Stout’s Gulch........ Sonnd R e L L B e ] 100 24,000 )
Sundry other Claims.................... oo 219,000
Lightning Creek Division : 17 50 200
Conlter's Creek .......... ...t 1 17 00 00
Peter's oo . g ....................
New ”» - i 17 00 400 |
Barry » . 1 17 25 3,700
Burn’s . b 17 00 1,560
Chisholm  ,, 3 s 5,700
Fountain . Pl L ey A B e B e e B0
Anderson  ,, . 1 17 00 1,800
Perkin's Gulch . 3 5,500
Davis Creek .. 2 16 75 3,300
Bwits River. .. 2 17 25 400
Stough Creek........ 1 17 00 700
Montgomery Creek _. 1 “ 20,745
! Nelson Creek........ 5 i 4,740
! Cottonwood River . ¢ " H6
Luest Chanee m-eek 3
Bagtord v o é 17 60 1,100
Dead Wood 2 - 2,200
Ruchon woees S 700 | 25,400
Lightning 33 emmereanieeaneieaaaeas 2 79,630
Keithley Creek Division ; 17 00 44,100
Snowshoe Creek saneeens 14 17 40 15,300
Keithley L 16 50 8,200
North Fork Quesnelle River 5 ] k
South . & " 11,000
Quesnelle River, up, Tt et T e ] o o e It e e S b Sttty e Bttt St et et B 5,000
Various Gu]t,hes and Bars ... civiia e AR | 98,000
Quesnellemouth Division : 30,000
nesnelle River, lower..............oooofoail 00
I'raser River, Quesnel[e to Soda Creek 1 i
Fraser River, above Quesnelle ........... | .o o0t 1500
Hixon Creek and Tribubaries.. e 5,000
Desultory mining ...........c. 00 75,700
CASSIAR.
Laketon Division : 16 40 60,000
Dease Creek. . 35 18 00 57,900
Thibert ,, .. %‘29 17 00 15,000
Defot 8 | 133,800
" MeDame Creek Division : 17 00 120,000
MeDamoand adjacent Creeks.............. 61 ——! 120,000
LrsookT.
: 9,100
Fraser and Bridge Rivers. ........oooovviiann, 3 100
McGilvery Creeli, Anderson Lake.. 1 i
indian end Chinese mining (no recordS) ---------------- — 1 82,500
KooTENATY,
18 00 16,000
'Wild Horse Creek ............................. 2;3 " 2,000
Berry oo - 5 i 1
‘Weaver T . " )]
PalmersBar ..........cc.ooiininn. PR 1 I
KAMLOOPE,
. . 16 00 2,000
Tranquilla River............. PPN baeees veas 4 %00 00
Yare axp Horn,
. 15 00 10,800
Fraser River & Tributaries, Hope to 34-mile bar 18 ... ¥ I 10,800
OMINECA,
18 00 6,000
Manson Creek «.orvverreniiinaer e, vevaes 11 ?0 " 6,600
Black Jaclk Creek. % ]6 . 15,000
Germansen 46 . 12,700
Vital 1 s . 5,600
Various Creeks and Guiches. .. t 41 45,800
§86,630




PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

TABLE

Shewing the actnally known and estimated yield of gold; the number of Miners

employed; and their average earnings per man, per year, from 1858 to 1880,

Year.

1838
(6 montig).

1859
1860

ot ol Aigredinimgel e | A
experted by Bavks, em‘r%ed away i S eél Iers 4. carnings
&e. private hands. proye per man.
} 8 350,265 $ 130,088 & 40,333 3,000 $ 173
1,211,304 403,768 1,615,072 4,000 405
1,671,410 557,133 2,298 548 4,400 506
1,969,588 666,529 2,666,118 4,200 634
' 4,100 517
]» 3,184,700 1,061,566 4,246,266
. 4,400 482
2,801,888 933,062 3,735,850 4,400 849
i 2,618,404 872,801 3,491,205 4,204 813
1,996,580 663,626 2,662,106 2,982 593
1,8G0,651 620,217 2,480,368 3,044 814
1,779,729 593,243 2,372,972 2,380 992
1,331,234 443,744 1,774,978 2,369 749
1,002,717 334,239 1,336,556 2,348 569
1,240,330 £49,860 1,799,440 2 450 7o4
1,208,229 402,743 1,610,972 2,400 671
979,512 26,437 1,305,749 2,300 567
1,585,464 461,154 1,844,618 2,868 643
I; 1,856,178 618,326 2,474,904 2,024 1,222
1,539,986 ! 446,662 1,786,648 2,282 783
1,206,136 402,045 1,608,182 1,960 320
. 1,062,670 | 1 fifsh 212,634 1,275,204 1,883 877
1,075,049 . 215,000 1,290,058 2,194 607
544,856 e 108,071 1,013,827 1,935 518

$ 47,140,889
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