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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE MINERAL INDUSTRY

CF BRITISH COLUMBIA
For the Year, 1934.

The gross value of the mineral production of the Province for 1934
is estimated at $42,049,013, an increase of $9,446,341 as compared with the
output in 1933, or 29 per cent. This highly satisfactory increase is due in
part to increased prices fcr gold and silver and in part tc inereased volume
output in these metals, and particularly so in lead and zinc.

The table on page 2 shous the estimated output of metals and min-
erals for 1934 and corresponding figures for 1933.

The value of the metallic mineral production (gcld, silver, lead,
zinc'and copper) is estimated at $34,418,463, an increase of $8,848,439 as N
compared with 1935. Cocal shows & slight inerease in quantity and value and
miscellaneous metals and minerals a large increase in value. Structural j
materials showed a further decline.

Mineral production in the first half of the year showed an estim-
ated increase of 50.5 per cent over the corresponding pericd in 1933 but
showed a slight decrease as compared with the last six months of 1933. The
gstimete issued for the last six months of 1934 is $663,359 over the first
six months of the year and slightly over the last six months of 1933. In
cther words, the value of the mining production of the Province has remained
very steady during the past 18 months.

The tonnage of cre mined was approximately 4,732,000 tons as com-
pared with 4,030,778 tons in 1933, The average price at $6.66 per ton com-
parcs with $5.87 per ton in 1933.. This increase is equivalent to the premi-
um on gold and the inerease in the price of silver.

Gold production showed an increase of 64,543 ounces over 1933,
¢stablishing an all-time high record with a value of $6,360,960 (gold at
%20.67 per fine ounce). To this figure an additional cstimeted "premium" of
f4,249,862 must be added to arrive at the total return in Canadian funds of
$10,610,822. The average price of gold in Canada for the year is cstimated
at $34.48 as compared with §28.60 in 1933,

The fellowing table shows the standard statistics and apprcximate
gctual returns in Canadian funds for gold production in British Columbia in
the last four years:-

Standard Approx, value in
Years. Statistics. Canadian funds.
1951 $ 3,310,886 $ 5,351,000
1932 4,100,081 4,656,000
1933 4,857,780 6,702,880
1934 (estimated) £,360,960 10,610,890

The benefits to the mining industry in British Cclumbia from the
increased price of gold is clearly indicated.

Lode-gold production has inecreased chiafly because of larger ton-
nages from the Pioneer, Bralorne, the old Rossland camp, and & number of
small operations.

, Placer output is apparently thc same as in 1933 but it is worthy
of note that two larger-scalc operations in the Cariboo arc under way and an
inecrcase may reasonably be expeceted in 1935.
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Gold, placer, oZ.
Guld, lode, 0z
Silver, %
Copper, 1b.
Lead, 1b.
Zinc, 1b.

Coal (2240 1b.) tcas..
Structural materials.

luiscellaaecus metals
and minerale.

Totale

Exchunge equalization
cn geld .o .

TCTAL VALUE IN
CANADIAL FUNDS

ESTIMATED MINSRAL PRUDUCTIWN FlR

QANTLTY
1933 1934
25,328 24,000

223,589 288,000

7,006,406 &,907,000

42,608,008
271,606,071
195,963,751

1,264,746

49,400,000
340,700,000
252,750,000

1,337,000

THE YhAR 1934 CluPareD WITH 1933

VALUE 1934

1933 1954 Increase
$ 406,77¢ $  408,00C ¥ 1,224
4,620,754 5,952,960 1,332,206

2,650,720
3,176, 34

6,495,731

30,674,486

1,926,166

4,197,669
5,568, 660
8,513,080

, 750,012
5,682,850

906,800

1,041,500

37,799,151

4,249,802

42,049,013

1,547,149
590, 359
1,817,349
1,438,596
307,079

407,968

7,124,665

2,321,676

9,44€,341

Revised Dec. 29, 1934.

1934
Percentege
Increase( +)
cr
Decrease (-)

Decrease

+00.3
+ 28.8
'+ 58.4
+12.3
+28.0
+ 22.8
+ 5.7
11.5

+ 64,3

+ 23.2

+ 128044

+ 29.C
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Silver prcducticn is estimated at 8,907,000 ounceus, an inereasc of
1,900,594 ounccs over 1933 and an inercasc in valuc of $1,547,149.

Gopper production for the year is cstimmtod at 49,700,000 lbs.,
valued at $3,566,680, an incrcase over 1933 of $390,339, or 12.3 per cent.

L Lecad preduction cstablishcd an all-timc high volume reccrd of
340,700,000 lbs. valued at $8,313,080, an incrcase of $1,817,349 over 1333,
or 28.0 per cent. -

. . Zinc production alsc e¢stablished an all-time high value rccord of
252,780,000 lbs. valued at $7,730,012, an incrcasc of $1,438,596, or 22.8
pcr cent over 1933.

Coal production incrsascd from 1,264,746 tons to 1,337,000 tons
valucd at $5,682,250, an increasc of @507,@79, or 5.7 pcr cent.

Structural matcrials show a docelinc of 11.5 per cent from a value
of 51,024,045 in 1933 to $906,800 in 1934,

Misccllancous metals and mincrals show an cstimated increase of
64.3 per ccnt over 1933, having a valuc of 1,041,500,

Average metal priccs for the ycar estimated in Cahadian funds arc
shown in comparison with prices for 1933 in the following tablc:- '

1933 - ©1934 (cstimated)
Geld {Canada) por 0z. ¢ 28.60 ¢ 34.48
Silver ENGM York) per oz. . 37.8328 47,13
Copper (London per 1b. 7.4548 B8
Lead ELondong per lb. . . 843916 2.44
_Zinc (London psr 1b. 3.2109 3.058

Metallurgical Dovclopments

During the year the largcr oporations brought their producticn back
close to capacity, and scveral opcraticns incrcascd their capaeity and a number
of new mills werc constructcd. The follouing tablc shows the incrcasc in mil-

ling capacity and ncw mills ercected and in coursc of construction:-

Company District Ratcd Capacity  Producing Increascd from:

Pioncer Bridge River 400 400 300.

Bralornc do 450 - 400 228

Minto do 50 - 75 60 new

Wayside dc 40 25 ncw

Grange Lilleoocet: 60 60 ? 25

Dunuiell Stowart 25 25 new

Columarioc Umincca 100 ? ncw

Island Lit. Cariboo 50 a0 new

Cariboo G.Q. do 100 100 70

Home Gold Coquihalla 30 30 ? new

Windpass N+ Thompson 29 25 new

Tain Takes Oliver 35 Intermittent ncw

Kelowvma Expl. Hedley 50 - 100 0ld Hedlcy mill reconditioned.

Jennic Long Kamloops 3C

Kootcnay Bellc  Shcep Creck 65 45 now

Yankee Girl Yair . 100 new

Dentenia Grcenv.cod 100 -14C new

Superior Gold do aC : i

Shecp Cr. Geld  3hecp Creck 150 Under eonstruction.

zm%r Con. Gold Y¥mir 50 .50 nev

C.M. & S. Co. Tadanac 100 0ld Rcdmill trcating Rossland
‘ : ores.

deridian Camborne ' 100 - Under -eonstruction.
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During the year 176 mining ccmpanies were formed of which 91 vere
public and 87 private organizaticns. (f these, 149 companies were formed for
the purpcse of developing geld properties, with three or four exceptions,
within the Pr.vince. These fizures ccmpare with 153 companies in 1933 of
#hich 145 wers. gold mining companies. : _ o .

Thers was a distinet falling-off in company promoticns during the
latter part of the year. Hcovever, it is estimated that more siorth-while .icrk
3111 be dene during 1935 than in 1934. . ' : :

L Dividends for the year are estimated at $6,753,614 as compared with
$3,075,577 in 1933. : : : . .

During the year the B. C. Electiric Sompany installed a small unit at
heir Bridge Hiver pover prcject and brdught & transmission line inte the
Bridgze River camp. The West Koctenay Pcuer Caapany cxtended their transmission
line fraa Ymir into the Sheep Creek camp, making available ample pcier fcr the
preperties located in that camp. ’

GENERAL SITUATICN

With the close of 1934 it is svident that the mineral industry of the
Provinece is approaching more stablec ccnditicns and -that an inersase in 1935
ceaparable tc that of 1934 is not tc be expceted. The fact that mineral pro-
duction fcr the past 1t months has been very steady is sufficicnt rcason for
sucn @ statcment. mowever, to forceast future production even for the prosent
year is, under oxisting, rapidly caoanging crld conditicns, a matter of con-
sidcrable specceulation. Such a forecast is considered to be of sufficient im-
portance t¢ merit the attempt vhich may be best accomplished, by, treating tho
najor mineral industries- ¢f the Province separatsly. ' L ' i

The history of gcld sheus that every increase in thc price of the
metal has been maintained. Therefore, the prescnt price will in'all prcbabil-
ity held, and an even highcr pricec moy be anticipated. Witk the bringing into
prcduction of a number of c¢ld znd nes preporties end inercassd preduction in
some of the cstablisacd mines, it.is.rcascnable. tc anticipatec incrcascd volume
and a possiblc inercasc in pricc of the metal.

: In- the casc of silver it' is intorcsting tc¢ note that the past records
.in volume and also valuc preduction have not bogn duc to cxtromely high pricos
for the metal and that production was fairly steady from 1896 tc 1921 in spite
of wide fluctuations in pricc. Thc sudden risec in the volumc of silver pro-
duccd came in 1982 with. the suddon rise in the production of lcad and zine, &nd
the -future of -silver -velume -production i1l -depend on the markets -for the base
metals. nowever, siiver camps such as the Slocan respond to the rise and fall
in the price for the metal. It is worthy of note that in the peak years of
silver wnroduction in the Slocan the value of lead prcduced was not far below
that of silver. Under existing conditions, little ¢r nothing can be cbtained
for the lead content of these ores so that for the immediate future production
vwilll heve to be estimated on the silver-ccntent only.  Even under such condi-
ticns an appreciable increase in silver production may be anticipasted.. It also
seeris prcbable that a moderate increase in price may be realized.

Copper precduction in 1335 sc far as it can be foreseen is likely to
show a decline of about 60%, due to the announcement that the Granby Cperation
at Anyox is to be closed down late in the spring.

Lead production is likely to remain about the same but it is antici-
pated that & siight increase in the priece for the metal may be realized. The
prescnt price is 1o beyond reascn and .hile the prices of 1925 may never again
be reached, a reasonablc appreciation in valuc should be attaincd within the
next few years. :

While it is anticipatsd thet the volume of zint will be maintained
due tc-a demand for c¢leetrclytic zinc, and the position +hich the British-Cel-
umbia mctal has won in werld markets in spite of keen coapetition, it is not
ant%qipited that any appreciable inerease in the price of the metal will be
realizcd.

|
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: Ccal has shewn:in 1934 an-increase of 5.7% over 1933 and if 1935
shcus a Sll@ﬂt inereasc, -1t seems To be a- reusonable estimate.

Structural maturlals shcu*d by the ena Gf the year sh«w a marked
increase in pruduction.

Liiscellanecus metals and materials are not sxpected to show the
marked increase in ‘1930 over 1934 which has been achieved in 1934 as ccmpared
“itn 1935, and a slight incredse is considered reascnable.

Therefore an estimate of $44,500,000 in even figures is arrived at
as the possible value {c¢r the mineral prcduction of the Provinec for the year
1935. ; ' ;

It is hazardcus tc venture an estimate of the Tuture value of the
mincral production of the Prcvince but sound business principles demand a long-
sigited visw of affairs. Tc arrive at a possible figure under vhat, at the
mement, mayv bs anticipated ss..reasonably normal c:nditions, an estimate is mads
baszd on mnt*cip ated volume production for 1935 in geld, silver, lead and zine,
and increascd production in ccal, ccpper and structural materials. Estimating
the velue of gcld at $40 an ouncu, silver at 60 cents per ounce, copour at 11
gents per 1b., lcad and zine at 3.5 cents per 1b. in this attempt & figure of
$55,000,000 is obtaincd.

Tc incrcase this figure it secems th t gold production will have to bo
inercascd and thC‘impCrtancc-of this mctal to thc future welfarc of the Province
is bocoming.merc.apparcnt.. : ‘ St By 98 e b e

The importance of thp mining industry of thb Province to thu othcr
ma jor industrices and in p-rtlculur tc Ounur'l busiliess ccnditions has nct beéen
;Lll* appreeizted by the pocple of British Columbie. . It is gratifying tc ch-
scrve that interost 4in end reclization of tho ﬂpOTtMHCu of tho industry is ot
last being shown by general business intcrests. ‘

The Resident Engineers of th& ¥arious liineral Survey Districts report
on general ccnditicns in thelir respective districts as follous:-

No. 1 Northwestern Mineral Survey Distriet. J.T. Mandy.

There has been a decided inerease: in activity in all branches cf the
mining industry in this district during 1934. Fmployment has increased over
1835 dwd approxinately 2,000 men have beer: - ‘employed in avout 40 opera+1uns of
varying size, exclusive Of in@ividuel praspectcxs and smaller outfits scattered

thrcugacut tqe distriet.
Pricspecting

Prospecting hes been active in the Unux River area where the aeroplane
has been used in transporting men and materials. The Department of Mines has
cameneed ccnstruction of a trail from the head of navigation into this section
and the Alasksn authcorities-have co-cperated in the improvement of river navi-
gatin thriugh Alasian territory to the British Cclumbia boundary.

In the Coastal area prospecting has been carried on at the La DPorte
grcup noar Port Essington; and the liastedon group, haStlnéS Arm, in both of
vhieh valucs -in gold are drescnt

Work has been done on gold Show ‘ings ‘on the Fairtide clalm and Big
Chief claim in ths Q"ﬂbn Charictte Islands.

- “In the Alice Arm area ‘gold ShOJln”S have been Drcsnected on the Hcme-
stake dnd Gcla Aeei groups. Though this area has been comparatlvely inactive
the gcld aspects of the sest side: of the Upper Kitsault Valley area are attract-
1ny the attention of examining engineers. The 1ncreused price of silver is alsc

utrqct¢nﬁ gttention on¢e again to this area.
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In the Portland Canal area, Stewart, new discoveries cf interest have
been made on the Star Gold grcup, Marmcet river, and the Troy and Portland groups

in the Upper Salmon River section. In the Bear River section new discoveries
have alsc been made on the Palmey and Bl Urc groups. Cn-the L. and L. the dis-

eccvery of twe new veins carrying gold and silver values is reported.

In the Liard area = lcde disccvery on Juartz creek, tributary to
LlecDames creek, was reported late in the seaswn and resulted in a small stampede
and the staking of 170 claims.

Llthough prospecting for beth lode and placer has been very active,
no outstanding new disccveries in ne.w areas have been made. Hovever, the
features and results during the year of detailed preospecting con many cld proper-
ties in already known areas can be classed as nev discovseries with a favourable
bearing on future productivity.

Explcration and Development

Exploration and development work has been carried out on many‘lode
properties throughout the district of which only a limited number are menticned.

In the Skeena divisicn construction and renovaticn wiork has been
carried out at the o0ld Surf Inlet mine. ;

In the Portland Canal area a crew of about 60 men has been employed on
the Big Ziissouri and work has been done on the Unicorn, Troy, Salmen Gold, and
Pcrtland groups. In the Salmon Kiver section work has been continued at the
United Fmpire and Glacier creek vproperties.

Development of the Atlin Pacific lining Ccmpany's propérty (formerly
Norgeld) continued thrcughout the seascn and it is anticipated that the old
Engineer mine will be cpened up this year.

Production

Prcductibn from lode cperations has mestly came fram the Premier and
Duniiell mines, Stewart, Granby Consclidated, Anyox, and Surf Point mine, Pcrcher
[s1and. - ]

Small shipments have alsc been made from the Spider, Joker, United
Empire and Black Hill at Stewart, Jeannie on Porcher Island, and Princess Royal
Gcld Mines, Surr Iniet. *

‘ Numerous individuals, syndicates and companies have been actively en-
gaged in placer mining. In this connaction, it must be stressed that placer
prospscting in this distriet is no easy task and requires not only experisnce
b%tfa_%rub-stake and funds ic see the prospectcr through the season in the even
o) ailure. - )

Ho. 2 Ncertheastern liineral Survey District, Douglas lay.

. During 1934 mining activity was chiefly ccnfined to the prospecting
and development of geold prcperties, both lode and placer.

- ~ Prospecting and development of lode gold properties was carried out at
sAudson Bgy mountain, near Smithers, Dome mountein near Telkua, near Babine lake,
and in the ncrthern part of the district.

T.c new hopeful discweries were made during the year: that of the
Patuicre group near Dorreen in the 3keena section, and that of the Timber Line
group near McKee lake, in the Horsefly secction.

Inlﬁhe Cariboc section, it may be said of lode-gold cperations gener-
ally that although scme have been disccntinued, a cumparison bet.een the present
pcgltlon and that of tuc years ago shows clsarly that real prcgress has been
nmade.
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The disecvery of the markedly-auriferocus pyrite replacement deposit
in limestcne at the preperty of Island Mcuntain Mines Company, Ltd., last year
and development therein this year ‘has arcused much interest at this property,
and at that cf the Caribeo Gold juartz uining Company, Ltd., at which mineral-
izaticon of similar type, althcuzh less extensive, has been found. This type
of deposit adds new intercst not only to these tuc properties, but alsc to the
zcne or belt in “hich they cecur. :

~ Stimulated by thce improved silver market, vork in excess of assessment
+as carried out at a fe. silver-lcad-zinc properties and a car cf ore was
shipped from the Gelden Fagle grocup, Topley, by the owners.

- For the first time fcr many years interest has been shown in tungsten
prepertics at one of which, the Hardscrabble mine, near Barkerville, preliminary
investigaticn was commenced.

In placcer-mining a marked general increasc in activity fcatured the
year. liuch additicnal plant was installed during the ycar by varicus operators,
including sevcral drag-lincs, and twe small drcdges of new type. (perdting con-
trcl ¢f two well-known mines was sceurced by different fnglish interests; the
prop.rty of Censolidated Geld Alluviels of B.Z. Ltd. (Wingdam) on the onc hand,
and that of Bullion Placers Limited (Bullion) on tnc other. =

In thc (mineca Mining Division, activity continued in the lianscn see-
ticn where cperaticns are carricd on by scvoral companies and indiwiduals.

In LicLeod River arca cpcrations were carried on by Northcrn Reef’ Geld
wines Limited cn MeDougall river. -

In Twce Brothers Lake arca, in. the oxtroeme northiestorn portion,. of thie
Mincral Survey Distriet, Twc Brethors Valley Gold Mines, Ltd., carriecd on pre-
liminary testing opcrations at its preperty on ielair (M-Larcnm) -and Thudegade
creccks (Thudegade creek is alsc known as Twc Brothers river)., This is the most
acrtherly coperation in the district and is served by aercplanes based.at Takla
leke. : : ;

scalling for speciecl menticn are the rsesults gained by thée many indi-
vidual bar-wcrkers on the Fraser and cther rivers. It is estimated. that the
sum tctal of the value. of placer reccvered by such during the year will nct-
fall far shert cf 50,000, : 3

The cutput cf "Bulkley Valley" coal from ¥F..l. Dockerill's colliery
near Telkwa will be grester than in 1935.

Nos. 3 and 4 Kinsral Survey Districts, P.B. I'reeland.

he greatest ectivity in mining tceok place in the Hedley, Cscyoos and
Greenwvocd areas <here kncun deposits of gold occur and where practically all the
facilities fcr mining are &t hand. uany c¢ld mines have been reccnditicned, and
extended explcraticn has preoduced more cre. Some of this, of course, has been
brought intc the pieture by the highser price of gold and was known cf befcore,
but it all poeints to the fact that one of the best speculations for an explora-
ticn ccompany lies in these semi-developed regions where pcwer and transportation
cxist and here, consequently lower costs at first can be obtained.

The Hedlsy distriet for many years was represented by one cperation,
the Hedley Gold iining Company. Tcoday this one mine nas been ro juvenated by the
Xclowna Exploration Campany and more cre discoversd. In the lower part of the
same cre-bedy, the Hedley ilascot Syndicate is cuplering extensions of tho known
cre-bodies with favcurable results.

The key to possible future ore-bedies in thé Hedley area appears to
lie in the structural associatiocn of the gabbro-diorite rocks and the sedimentary
beds. In scme instances the dykes themselves have been impregnated with arseno-
pyrite, the gcld-bearing mineral of that. 2rea.  Those prospecting the district
Wwill do well tc Pamiliarize themseives -ith thé diorite and gabbro.

In the Cliver or Fairvieu balt,.the"ééld cres occur chiefly in assoei-
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aticn with pyrite, galena and sphalerite in quartz. Some of the veins are
found in the schistose rocks; other in granite. There is no dcoubt abcut the
genetic connection betieen the veins found in the granite and those in the
schist. The fact has been stressed that many of the outercps are almost
entirely barren of values but along the strike vhere ths vein is ccvered, ore-
shoots may cccur.

In the Greenu.ood section, there are many types of quartz veins con-
taining scme gcld values tvhich are worthy of exploration. With higher prices
for silver, the silver-lead-zinc nines at Beaverdell showed increased activity
and most c¢f the o0ld claims, upon “hich scme work was done in the past, have
been bcnded and reconditioned for further development. A large area to the
northeast of the operating mines is overlain with the wWallace fcrmation which
sc far has not produced any commercial ore tc speak of. Uncderlying this and
in the direct pata cf the shear-zones the ore-bearing quartz dicrite has been
disccvered at varying depth between 200 feet and 300 fect. Prospecting beneath
the Wallace rccks may result in the extension of the high-grade silver-bearing
shear zcne being found.

In the Aamlocps Mining Division recent discoveries on the Sweet Home
claim belcnging to the Windpass Mining Company above Kamlcops, are mMOST £CLrac-—
tive and appear to warrant extensive exploration of the region near Chu Chua.

Taking the district as a whole, develcpments have been favourable and
in the future several mines will come into production. It is not, of course,
tc be expected that all the exploraticns will develop mines, but that the only
viay to disccver them is tc dc some digging.

Nec. 5, Fastern Mineral Survey District, B.T. (C'Grady.

In No. 5 distriet there has been a very marked increase in the pro-
duction of silver, lead and zinc, chiefly due to the larger ocutput from the
Kimberley mine of the Consclidated Mining and Smelting Company. More men were
put tc work beth &t this mine and =t the Trail smelter, the number of employees
at the Sullivan now being 934 with 3,132 at the smelter.

District No. 5 customs shipments to the Trail smelter, chiefly gold
cres and concentrates, alsc show = substantizl increase. Shipments were made
from 35 properties in the Nelson Mining Division, 11 in the Trail Creek Divi-
sicn, (exclusive of the large cutput made by lessees on the Consolidated Mining
and Smelting Company's mines), 22 in the Slocan Camp (Slocan, Ainsworth and
Sleocan City Divisions) and 3 in the Lardesu, arrcw lake, and Fort Steele Divi-
sions (cne small shipper in each of these Divisions). The Slocan Camp ship-
ments, with a few exceptions where the ores contained gold, consisted of silver-
lead ore and concentrates mostly from leasing operations.

Gold mining has centributed in an important degree to the improvement
in the District smployment situation, over 1,200 men being at wcrk in the mines
(exclusive of the Consoclidated Mining and Smelting Company's operations, and
seasonal placer-aining undertakings scattered through the Distriet). Production
of gcla for the current year is better than any year since large-scale produc-
ticn by the Consolidated Ccmpany ceased at Rossland. Customs shipments of geold
ores and concentrates for the 10-month period contained 20,893 ounces of gold
tc which must be added the bullion produced by the Reno Gold Mines Ltd., the
Relief-arlington Mines, Ltd. (from which concentrates shipped to the Taccma
Smelter must also be taken into consideration), and ths Wilcox Leasing Syndicate.
Lessees on the well-known old mines of the Consolidated Liining and Smelting
Company at Rossland contributed 20,208 ounces of geold for the first 10 menths of
tic year and their estimated producticn for thc whole year should be close to
1,000,000 in value. A rcugh estimatc of 1934 total gold produetion for Dis-
trict No. 5 is 60,000 cz. ‘

] ) The_gcld-miging industry, bascd on the enhanced price of this metal,
is showing ¢vidence cf permanencc with inercased producticn vhen milling opera-
Elons such as at the Yankce Girl (¥Ymir-Yankce Girl Gold iMines Ltd.), Kcotenay
se}le Gold Mines, Ltd., and Queen (Shcep Creek Gcld Mines Ltd.), get under way.
Shipments have been suspended from thc Tirst twe mentioned preperties and the
Goodenough (Ymir Consolidated Gold Mines Ltd.) pending consummation of milling
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plans. Expansicn to say 60 or 70 tons & day may cceur at the Seccnd Relief

mill (Relief-Arlington Mines Ltd.), though this is dependent upon the results
of exploration under way by the Premier Mining Ccupany organization. A sub-
stantially larger annual production from the Reno Geold Mines Ltd., nc lonber
handicapped for power sheriage, is assursd. Increased cutput can’alsc be
expected from smme of the properties entering the producticn stage such as the
Gold Belt Mining Company, and Ymir-Dundee Gold .iining Company, while new de-
veloprments and discoveries such as, fcr instance, at the Centre Star property
of the Weskc Exploration and Develcpment Company near ¥Ymir, must be taken into
serious cocnsideration. i
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Lode-gold development and exploraticn is going on at numercus pros-
pects in the Nelson Mining Division, at points in the Fort Steele Division in-
cluding the Midway grcup cf the B.{. Cariboo Geld Fields Ltd., near Lioyie, and
the Ruartz Hountain, near Cranbrook, of the Kimberley Goldfields Syndicate, and
in the Lardeau Mining Division as at the Teddy Glacier (zold-silver-lead) near
Camborne. Lcng dormant properties in the d@rea south ¢f Helscn are being inves-
tigated and exploration resumed at former producers such as at the Pcrtc Rieo,
whnich lessees are re-opening, and the Fern, where the Gcld Fern Syndicate of
Toronto is starting werk. Preparations are being mede to resume work and initi-
ate production from the Baycnne mine reached from Tye Siding on the western side
of Kcotenay lake. In thé [ardeau Division mill constructicon is announced by the
seridian Mining Company. Gcld ore occurrences are widespread in Dis“triet No. 5
and with good managenent and adeguate financing, iaportant factocrs which are be-
ginning to materialize, a substantially increascd and permanent gold production
can be ecxpscted. 4 satisfactory feature is the provision cf adequate and de-
pendable power in the Nelson-Ymir-Salmo-Erie arca through the newly constructed
transmissicon lines of the West Hoctenay Power and Light Carpany extending from
gxisting hydro-slcctric plants on the Xootenay river.

No. 6, Western Mineral Survey Distriet, A.il.. Richmond.

Gold mining continues tc hcld first place in the mining activity of
tie Ne. 6 District and in 1934 for the first time the two leading gold producers
in the Province, Pioneer, with an estimated production of 102,000 oz., and
Bralorne, with an estimated production of 52,000 cz., are found in the Bridse
River camp. Steady gcld prcducticn has alsc ccaze fran tae Vidette property
located on the shore cf Vidette lake, north of Kemloops lake. Here a 35-tcn
milling plant has been cperating steadily on <re averaging about § of an ounce
cf gold per ton. Gold production has alsc come from the Grange property near
Clinton where a 25-ton mill, rcre recently stepped up to 60 tons capacity, has
been in operation for scme months. Recent developments at this property are
gncouraging.

A small production has zlso come from the Taylor-Windfall mill in the
Taseke lLake country. This plant, operating at about 3 tomns per day capacity,
produced about 250 ounces cf gold. Licre recently, the Wayside property has
been equipped with a 35-to 50-ton milling plant of the amalgamation type and it
is ncw reported to be cperating successfully at an average capacity of abcut 20
to 25 tons per day. kintc Gold kines heve rscently ccmpleted the installation
cf their 50-ton milling plant and this it is expected will be in continuous
cperation during ths present month.

At the twe leading prcduccrs, Picneer and Bralorne, the former has
been milling &t a rate of sbout 400 tons per day while the Bralorne is gradually
stepping up preduction to the anticipated 450 tons per day, prescnt milling
being slightly more than 300 tons per day.

The Hone Gold priperty near Hope have recently installed machinery in
their mill building and cxpect tc get intc preduction late this year. In all
parts cf the district prospecting and dovclophient work is very much featured in
the year's activity.

(n Vencouver Island in the Alberni district a mild boom occurred early
in the seascn and many claims were staked in the area contiguous to the Port
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Alberni Canal. Further up the West cost of Vanccuver Island in the vicinity of
Zeballos river and norta, many claims were staked by prospectors investigating
the possibilities outlined by Dr. H.C. Gunning of the Geolcgical Survey. In
the Shoal Bay-Phillips-Arm section several hundred claims were staked early in
1234 after the Alexandria property was re-opened by the Premier Geld lining
Campany. At thé present time in that area much of the prospecting and develop-
ment wcrk has stopped, the cnly activity there at present beirng ccnfined tC the
operation of the Hercules Consclidated iiining, Smelting and Power Corpcratien,
and the Shoal Bay Syndicate, under the dircction of Seyricur Cearmpbell.

In the area north of Harrison lake, particularly in the area surround-
ing Fire lake and Fire mountain, there has been ccnsiderable prospecting activ-
ity during 1934 and cne or two prinising finds are reported tc have been made
in the Lillcoet Lake area. In the Hcpe-Yale area many claims were staked )
arcund the preperty of the B.C. Nickel Company, Ltd., and some exploration weork
has resulted further up the Fraser river. In the vicinity cf Lytton and Ash-
ercift, activity has been c amenced by several gold mining syndicates and caon-
panies and in the area surrounding the Vidette nmine several grcups claims have
been staked and a considerable anmount of developrent work, much of it of a neg-
ative nature, has been accomplished. .

rurther north in the area about Clinton many prospectcers have been in
tiie hills and they report enccuraging results in their year's work, although so
far the Resident Engineer has not been able to examine all these properties in
detail and cannct give any definite information.

I:i the Tatlayccc Lake area considerable interest resulted in the
p.ssibilitics of the ccuntry when the cld Morris nine was acquired by Vancouvar
interests. Sevoral sxploration parties were in the field in this area and sev-
sral enccuraging finds arc reportcd.

Along the 2.G.E. railroad fror: Squemish t¢ the Bridge River therc has
been o continuation of the prospecting activity started in 1933 and several new
cpanics werc formed during the ycar for the purpose of obtaining funds with
whichh to develop showings in the Blackwater-Birkenhead and MceGillivray Crcek
sgetions. In the Brandywine arca prospeeting activity continucs as in past
years. :

In the main Bridge River canp scveral developments vhich were com-
menced in 1933 have been somcwhat curtailed in 1934 due primarily to lack of
funds and in many instances due tc the failure to locate promising mineraliza-
tion., The two main producers, Picneer and Bralorne, have both increased their

ore reserves substantially and vhen recently visited both mines gave the appear-
ance of showing a very substantial ore reserve ahead. Particularly interesting
have been the developments on the lovest level of the Pioneer mine and the pres-
ent prograrme of shaft-sinking which is to go down to THe BIU0-foot level (Ne.
26 level), should result in very interesting development when the laterial work
from the shaft is commenced. This, it is understood, will not be undertaken
until the shaft has been ccampleted to the 3100-fcot level.

In the Bralorne mine interesting and very promising sections have been
cpened up on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 11th levels. The "C" vein, or "C" block,
as it is called, lying along the No. 2 fault, has responded well to development.
Mere recently the develcpment on what is believed to be the shaft vein on the
8th level has beenof & promising nature and a length of more than 300 fcet of com-
megreial ore has been Opened up on the 8th level devclopment of this vein. At
the Bralorne mine the new milling plant has been opcrating for some time and
tonnage is gradually being stepped up tc a production rate of approxirately 450
tons per day. This tcnnage should be reached in the very nezar future as the now
undcrground shaft scrving thc levels below Ne. 8 has becn in cpcration for some

wWoeks.

In the Bridge fiver ceamp, outside of the two producing mincs and a few
other preperties, it may well be considered that most of the werk being done is
primarily of a prospccting naturc. Much of this prospecting is bcing done under
the well-directcd supervision of the engincers in charge and is rapidly elimin-
ating unfavourable ground, sc that cfforts mey be better dirceted to any possi-
blc prospeeting chanccs which might cxist on the individual propertics.
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JCAL MINING - Jamcs Dickscn, Chief Inspector cf Mincs:-

Ths total prcductlcn of cczl in British Columbia during 1934 v

1,380,920 tons, en incrsasc of 9.18% as comparcd with 1933 when the productlon
wes 1,264,746 tons.

The mines of the Zast Koctenay district were responsible for the
increase as both Vanccuver Island and the Nicola-Princeton districts showed
decreases as compared with 1933. Increased business in railrcad coal and
intensive Wdfketlﬂg, assisted in danitoba by a Dominion subventlon 18
Ldraely respensible for this inerease in coal production in East LOutenay
riines.

The mines of the Hast Kootenay district produced 8651 829 tons in
1934 as compared with 477,677 tons in 1933, an increase of ab.&ﬁ.

The mines on Vanccouver Island produced 581,695 tcns in 1934 as
capered with 613,203 tons in 1933 a decrease cf 5.1%.

(@]

The mines in the Nicola Princeton district produced 144,602 tcns
in 1934 as compzred with 170,643 tons in 1933, & decrease of 15. Bp.

The coal mines in the Telkwa area, Northern district, DerhCLQ
,800 in 1934 as ccmpared with 3, 403 tons in 193% a decrease of 17. &%

The official returns fcr 1934 are not available tc¢ date and the
sbove figures ars subject tc slight revisiom.



