
BC Exploration expenditures total:
 - Exploration: $ 552.05 million
 - Drilling: 631,700 m

Northwest Region:
 - Exploration: $ 347.6 million (63%)
 - Drilling: 303,400 m (48 %)

NW Region expenditure and drilling 
totals are the highest in the province.

EY LLP, 2025. British Columbia mineral and coal exploration survey 2024 report, in press.

Corcoran, N., 2025. Exploration and mining in the Northwest Region, British Columbia. 
In: Provincial Overview of Exploration and Mining in British Columbia, 2024. British 
Columbia Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals, British Columbia Geological
Survey Information Circular 2025-01, pp. 61-92.

Clarke, G., Northcote, B., Corcoran, N.L., Heidarian, H., and Hancock, K., 2025.
Exploration and Mining in British Columbia, 2024: A summary. In: Provincial Overview
of Exploration and Mining in British Columbia, 2024. British Columbia Ministry of
Mining and Critical Minerals, British Columbia Geological Survey Information Circular 
2025-01, pp. 1-60.

Nelson, J.L., van Straaten, B., and Friedman, R., 2022, Latest Triassic–Early Jurassic
Stikine–Yukon-Tanana terrane collision and the onset of accretion in the Canadian
Cordillera: Insights from Hazelton Group detrital zircon provenance and arc back-arc
configuration: Geosphere, 18, p. 670–696.

The Northwest Region has a long history of mining and is known for its 
endowment of precious and base metals. The region is prospective for a 
wide range of mineral deposits: large bulk-tonnage porphyry Cu-Au-Mo, 
high-grade Au-Ag precious metal, Ag-Pb-Zn polymetallic, ultramafic-hosted 
Ni-Co-Pt-Pd, anthracite coal, placer gold, and jade. Projects this year were 
largely concentrated in the Golden Triangle, while several other projects were 
underway to the south and southeast. 

The Northwest Region has had many producing mines including the current 
metal mines (Red Chris and Brucejack). There are nine proposed mines and 
many advanced-stage projects. In 2024, the region saw numerous active early- 
to advanced-stage projects.

•	Blue Lagoon Resources Inc. received a draft mine permit for the Dome 
Mountain Gold project 

•	Skeena Resources Limited secured US$750 million for Eskay Creek 
•	Ascot Resources closed a $34 million deal and secured $52 million 
•	Coeur Mining Inc. raised $34 million to advance their Silvertip project
•	Dolly Varden Silver Corp.’s financings totalled $32.2 million 
•	American Eagle Gold Corp. received $29.16 million from South32 Ltd. for  

a 15% interest in the company. 
•	Thesis Gold Inc. raised $31 million for their Lawyers-Ranch project
•	Goliath Resources Limited received $16.1 million in financing 
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Mine Operator
(partner)

Commodity; 
Deposit type; 
MINFILE

Forecast 2024 
Production

Reserves Resource Comments

Brucejack Newmont 
Corporation

 
 Au, Ag;
 Epithermal;
 104B  193

248,000 oz Au
337,300 oz Ag

Pr: 11.5 Mt 
8.44 g/t Au, 
34.71 g/t Ag

I: 1.8 Mt
7.64 g/t Au, 
8.09 g/t Ag

Inf: 12.1 Mt 
10.35 g/t Au, 
10.02 g/t Ag

 No surface exploration for 2024

Red Chris Newmont 
Corporation

 Cu, Au, Ag;
 Hybrid calcalkaline
 to alkalic
 porphyry;
 104H 005

71.39 MIb Cu
45,700 oz Au
126,200 oz Ag

Open pit
Pr: 43.1 Mt
0.43% Cu, 
0.37 g/t Au

Underground
Pr: 245.3 Mt
0.52% Cu, 
0.64 g/t Au

I: 478.1 Mt 
0.34% Cu,
0.34 g/t Au
 
Inf: 88.7 Mt 
0.36% Cu, 
0.35 g/t Au

Diamond drilling (9204 m, 7 holes) with focus 
on continuity and extension of the resource at
East Ridge deposit. 
Newmont continued to intersect high-grade
mineralization. 
Block cave underground mine operation plans
are on track with early works advancing.

Project Operator
(partner)

Commodity;
Deposit type;
MINFILE

Reserves & Resources
(NI 43-101 compliant)

2024 program Results & Comments

Cassiar Gold Cassiar Gold
Corp.

Au;
Precious metal 
veins;
104P 012, 19

Inf: 37.9 Mt
1.14 g/t Au
(0.5 g/t Au cut off)
(2022)

Drilling (7168 m, 30 holes), IP,
drone magnetic-VLF surveys, 
prospecting, geological 
mapping, soil, rock sampling.

18.1 m - 2.28 g/t Au
1.3 m - 28.15 g/t Au, incl: 0.7 m - 40.2 g/t Au
14.5 m -  1.98 g/t Au;  40.8 m - 1.68 g/t Au; 58.5 m - 1.1 g/t Au
Taurus Southwest: 113.0 m - 0.84 g/t Au.

Duke Amarc
Resources Ltd.

Cu, Au;
Porphyry 
Cu±Mo±Au;
093M 009

na Drilling (10,643m, 28 holes)
Ground IP and airborne 
geophysical surveys, 
prospecting, and rock sampling.

Boliden Mineral Canada Ltd. continues to earn-in up to 70% of Duke with a commitment 
of $10 million exploration budget for 2025.

Eskay Creek
Skeena 
Resources
Limited

Au, Ag, Cu, Pb,Zn;
VMS and precious
metal veins;
104B 008

P+Pr: 39.8 Mt 2.6 g/t Au, 68.7 
g/t Ag M+I: 50.1 Mt 2.6 g/t Au, 
63.0 g/t Ag (pit constrained)
(Nov. 2023)

Early-works construction 
and development, baseline 
environmental studies.

Gained BC Government approval for the extraction of a 10,000 t bulk sample. Secured a 
financing package for US$750 million. 

Galore Creek
Galore Creek 
Mining Corp. 
(Teck Resources 
Ltd. 50%, 
Newmont 50%)

Cu, Au, Ag;
Alkaline porphyry;
104G 090

P+Pr: 528 Mt - 0.59% Cu, 0.32 
g/t Au, 6.02 g/t Ag 
M+I: 1.197 Bt 0.46% Cu, 0.25 
g/t Au, 4.5 g/t Ag Inf: 237.8 Mt 
0.26% Cu, 0.19 g/t Au, 2.6 g/t 
Ag (2023)

Drilling (4056 m, 19 holes) 
Sonic (389 m, 16 holes)
Mapping, prospecting, and 
rock sampling.

Working on Pre-feasibility study

Golddigger Goliath
Resources Ltd.

Au, Cu, Pb, Zn;
Polymetallic veins;
103P 341

na Drilling (38,125 m, 76 holes)
geological mapping, 
prospecting, and rock sampling

5.24 m - 34.16 g/t Au, 35.04 g/t Ag
7.0 m - 10.41 g/t Au, 7.15 g/t Ag incl: 5.0 m - 14.55 g/t Au,  9.82 g/t Ag; 
3.0 m - 24.22 g/t Au, 16 g/t Ag.

Iskut Seabridge Gold
Inc.

Cu, Au;
Porphyry;
104B 694

na Drilling (23,277 m, 29 holes) Snip North: 302.9 m - 0.75 g/t Au, 3.0 g/t Ag, 0.1% Cu, incl: 55 m - 1.14 g/t Au, 1.0 g/t Ag 
478 m - 0.49 g/t Au, 1.5 g/t Ag, 0.13% Cu 
249 m - 0.54 g/t Au, 1.6 g/t Ag, 0.17% Cu, incl: 136 m - 0.69 g/t Au, 1.7 g/t Ag, 0.2% Cu.

Kitsault Valley Dolly Varden
Silver 
Corporation

Cu, Pb, Zn, Ag,Au;
Epithermal, 
polymetallic veins
Marine volcanic 
association Cu, Pb,
Zn, Au, Ag;;
103P 188

Dolly Varden
I: 3.417 Mt - 299.8 g/t Ag
Inf: 1.285 Mt - 277.0 g/t Ag
Homestake Ridge
I: 0.736 Mt - 7.02 g/t Au, 74.8 
g/t Ag, 0.18% Cu, 0.077% Pb
Inf: 5.545 Mt - 4.58 g/t Au, 100 
g/t Ag, 0.13% Cu, 0.142% Pb 
(2023)

Drilling (31,726 m, 69 holes)  
 - Dolly Varden - 15,546 m
 - Homestake Ridge - 16,181 m

Dolly Varden: Wolf vein - 9.38 m - 1091 g/t Ag, 1.35% Pb, 1.40% Zn, 
incl: 1.63 m - 2505 g/t Ag, 3.42% Pb, 2.88% Zn 
21.48 m - 654 g/t Ag, 0.47% Pb, 0.57% Zn 
27.19 m - 513 g/t Ag, 2.95% Pb, 1.82 % Zn incl: 2.8 m - 2520 g/t Ag, 0.18 % Pb, 0. 88% Zn 
Moose vein - 5.0 m - 977 g/t Ag incl: 0.79 m - 3670 g/t Ag
Homestake Ridge: 48.23 m - 8.85 g/t Au, 5 g/t Ag, incl: 13.94 m - 29.24 g/t Au, 16 g/t Ag. 
100.8 m - 4.64 g/t Au, 38 g/t Ag, incl:  34.93 m - 12.23 g/t Au, 84 g/t Ag 
- incl: 0.97 m - 166 g/t Au, 675 g/t Ag. 

KSM Seabridge Gold
Inc.

Cu, Au, Ag, Mo;
Porphyry
Cu±Mo±Au;
104B 191

P+Pr: 2.292 Bt - 0.64 g/t Au, 
0.14% Cu, 2.2 g/t Ag, 76 g/t Mo 
M+I: 5.419 Bt - 0.51 g/t Au, 
0.16% Cu, 2.4 g/t Ag, 63 g/t Mo 
Inf: 6.685 Bt 0.36 g/t Au, 0.26% 
Cu, 2.4 g/t Ag, 31 g/t Mo (2024)

Early-works construction, 
baseline environmental 
studies.

Prefeasibility study open pit only plan of a 33-year mine life limited to the Mitchell, East 
Mitchell, and Sulphurets deposits. Preliminary Economic Assessment with an underground 
block cave mining operation supplemented with a small open pit. Plan to operate for 39 
years.

Lawyers-
Ranch 
(Ranch)

Thesis Gold
Inc.

Au, Ag;
Epithermal;
094E 267

I: 4.26 Mt - 2.01 g/t Au,  
9.5 g/t Ag
Inf: 5.21 Mt - 1.79 g/t Au, 
5.3 g/t Ag
Out-of-Pit Mineral Resource
Inf: 579,000 t - 1.76 g/t Au, 4.9 
g/t Ag (2024)

Drilling (5400 m Ranch;
9510 m total project). 
Prospecting, rock sampling, 
and geological mapping.

Ring zone, Ranch: 13.13 m - 1.21 g/t Au, 10.18 g/t Ag 
 - incl: 3.0 m - 2.22 g/t Au, 18.33 g/t Ag 
 - incl: 0.45 m - 5.92 g/t Au, 5.41 g/t Ag
1.0 m - 11.32 g/t Au, 12.07 g/t Ag
Completed metallurgical and baseline environmental studies and financings for $31 million. 
Released Mineral Resource Estimate for Ranch and combined Mineral Resource Estimate for 
Lawyers-Ranch project.

NAK American Eagle 
Gold Corp.

Cu, Au;
Porphyry 
Cu±Mo±Au;
093M 010

na
Drilling (16,277 m, 21 holes), 
prospecting, rock sampling, 
geological mapping.
Received $29.16 million 
investment from South 32 Ltd. 
for 15% interest in the company.

451 m - 0.28 g/t Au, 0.18% Cu, 1.17 g/t Ag, 50 ppm Mo
 - incl: 101 m - 0.96 g/t Au, 0.35% Cu, 3.3 g/t Ag, 34 ppm Mo
276 m - 0.45 g/t Au, 0.24% Cu, 1.0 g/t Ag, 43 ppm Mo  
 - incl: 40 m - 1.45 g/t Au, 0.36% Cu, 2.5 g/t Ag, 41 ppm Mo 
162 m - 0.19 g/t Au, 0.39% Cu, 1.62 g/t Ag, 71 ppm Mo
 - incl: 50 m - 0.37 g/t Au, 0.62% Cu, 2.3 g/t Ag, 139 ppm Mo 

New Polaris Canagold 
Resources Ltd.

Au;
Au-quartz veins;
104K 003

I: 2.965 Mt - 11.61 g/t Au
Inf: 926,000 t - 8.93 g/t Au
(2023)

Drilling (10,300 m, 34 holes).
Completed $4.1 million 
financing.

4.4 m - 20.2 g/t Au, incl: 3.0 m - 26.9 g/t Au; 4.5 m - 18.3 g/t Au, incl: 2.0 m - 33.6 g/t Au; 
4.3 m - 10.8 g/t Au, incl: 2.0 m - 15.5 g/t Au
The British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office has recommended that the New 
Polaris Project proceed to the Process Planning Phase of environmental assessment.

Premier Gold Ascot
Resources
Ltd.

Au, Ag;
Epithermal;
104B 054

P+Pr: 3.63 Mt - 
5.45 g/t Au, 19.1 g/t Ag 
I: 4.14 Mt -
8.01 g/t Au, 35.1 g/t Ag 
Inf: 5.06 Mt - 
7.25 g/t Au, 28.7 g/t Ag (2020)

11,347 m drilling (85 holes). Ascot produced 3430 oz Au but announced it remains focussed on mine development at 
the Big Missouri and Premier Northern Light deposits until both deposits can sustainably 
deliver enough high-grade ore feed to profitably run the operation before entering mine 
production. 

Schaft Creek Teck Resources 
Ltd. 75%,
Copper Fox 
Minerals Inc. 25%

Cu, Mo, Au, Ag;
Porphyry 
Cu±Mo±Au;
104G 015

M+I: 1.346 Bt
0.26% Cu, 0.16 g/t Au, 0.017% 
Mo, 1.25 g/t Ag
Inf: 343.6 Mt
0.17% Cu, 0.11 g/t Au, 0.013% 
Mo,  0.84 g/t Ag  (2021)

Geotechnical drilling 
(2472 m, 6 holes).

Environmental baseline data collection.

Silvertip Mine Coeur Mining
Inc.

Ag, Pb, Zn;
Manto;
104O 038 

M+I: 6.40 Mt - 265 g/t Ag, 
5.12% Pb, 9.68% Zn 
Inf: 1.69 Mt 
239. 5 g/t Ag, 4.43% Pb,  
10.09% Zn (Jan. 2023)

Drilling (48 holes, 24,619 m), 
geological mapping, sampling,
and geophysical surveys.

Saddle zone: 6.6 m- 94.5 g/t Ag, 0.91% Pb, 13.98% Zn; 7.0 m - 202.5 g/t Ag, 4.58% Pb, 
7.0% Zn 7.8 m - 64.9 g/t Ag, 0.31% Pb, 15.07% Zn 
Southern Silver zone: 4.5 m - 794.2 g/t Ag, 14.62% Pb, 12.32% Zn
5.8 m - 123.7 g/t Ag, 2.0% Pb, 1.84% Zn; 11.3 m - 47.4 g/t Ag, 0.36% Pb, 9.85% Zn.

NW Region Expenditures by stage: 

 Barite vein with sulphides, sulphosalts, hosting Ag and Au. Silver Queen (Equity Metals Corporation) Quartz vein sample with sulphides. Copper Ridge, Knauss Creek (Prospect Ridge Resources Corp.)Sulphides in sheared volcaniclastic and silicified felsic volcanic rocks. Orion claims, Crown project (Goldstorm Copper sulphide stringer mineralization in potassic-altered sandstone. NAK project (American Eagle Gold Corp.) Red Chris mine, main open-pitElectrum in quartz vein, Brucejack Mine (Newmont)

 Mineral Exploration and Mining Highlights, Northwest Region, 2024

Further information

Nate Corcoran
Regional Geologist, NW Region
British Columbia Geological Survey, 
Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals
3726 Alfred Ave., Smithers, BC, V0J 2N0
Nathan.Corcoran@gov.bc.ca
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