
Geoscience Map 2005-3 Geology of British Columbia 

How to print or cut-and-paste selected areas out of the pdf files. 

Using Adobe Acrobat Reader ®  or Adobe Acrobat Professional ® allows the user of the 
pdf files to zoom into and select a small part of the map and then either print it directly or 
cut and paste it to another application such as MS Word, Corel Draw, etc.  (Note that the 
selection is placed as an image and is not editable.   If you want editable line work, you 
must either trace them from the image or use the original digital data available for 
download from http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geolsurv/Publications/catalog/bcgeolmap.htm ) 
 
To print a selected area: 

1. Open up the file. 
2. Using the zoom tool  , drag a box around the area of interest. 
3. Select File > Print from the menu bar or press Ctrl + P or select the print icon  
4. In the Print dialog box, go to the Print Range area and select the “Current View” 

button.  Notice that the print preview panel now shows just the selected area (and 
the page has automatically adjusted to landscape mode to better march the screen 
view diemnsions). 

5. In the Page Handling area, go to Page Scaling and select “Fit to paper” from the 
pull down menu.  If don’t do this, the selected area will print at the original map 
scale (ie 1:1,000,000).  

6. Make sure you have the correct printer selected and then go ahead and press 
Done. 

 
To cut and paste a selected area: 

1. Open up the file. 
2. Using the zoom tool  , drag a box around the area of interest. 
3. Select the snapshot tool   
4. Either double click within the view to copy all of the screen view 
5. Or drag a box to better define the area of interest. 
6. Acrobat will automatically copy the map to the clipboard (close the message box 

if it opens up). 
7. Open your second application (e.g. MS Word or Corel Draw) and paste in the 

image from the clipboard using Edit > Paste in the menu bar or Ctrl + V (for MS 
Windows systems). 

 

http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geolsurv/Publications/catalog/bcgeolmap.htm

