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Production Resources Inventory
1 Mesothermal 36.7% 9.3% 12.4%
2 Epithermal 8.8% 7.4% 7.6%

Skarn 3 16.3% 0.5% 2.2%
4 Sedex 9.7% 0.5% 1.5%
5 Volcanogenic 5.8% 1.9% 2.3%
6 Alkalic 6.0% 16.1% 15.1%
7 Calcalkalic 16.7% 64.4% 58.8%

Note: Deposit types under 0.1% are not represented above
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2013 B.C. Gold Inventory (Excluding Placer): Top 25 By Rank

Rank Deposit Name / Camp Name 
(# deposits in camp)

File No. Inventory(grams)
production and resources

1 Sulphurets Camp (7) 264 3 690 223 244
2 Red-Chris 215 644 474 294
3 Prosperity 209 414 305 000
4 Galore Creek Project 89 335 741 000
5 Schaft Creek 230 334 947 933
6 Blackwater-Davidson 25 305 324 220
7 Afton-Ajax Camp (11) 4 260 361 073
8 Premier Camp (9) 207 244 014 031
9 Mt. Milligan 178 238 149 702
10 Spanish Mountain 253 217 460 090

11 Cariboo-Barkerville Camp (3) 40 214 776 509
12 Kemess Camp (2) 143 178 827 310
13 Mount Polley 176 153 973 493
14 Holberg Inlet Camp (2) 121 152 616 000
15 Bridge River Camp (5) 32 142 718 236
16 Specogna 254 108 240 902
17 Eskay Creek 79 102 152 351
18 Rossland Camp (44) 225 91 598 752
19 Similco Camp (3) 248 84 228 336
20 Kwanika 148 80 568 000

21 Hedley Camp (7) 119 76 946 688
22 Bell 17 73 205 964
23 GJ/Kinaskan 96 68 900 200
24 Bronson Slope 34 68 867 784
25 Ootsa (3) 193 61 071 161
Total of top 25 inventories 8 363 692 273
(84% of total inventory)

B.C. Gold Production (Excluding Placer) (1890-2013): Top 25 By Rank

Rank Deposit Name / Camp Name 
(# deposits in camp)

File No. Gold Production 
(grams)

1 Bridge River Camp (5) 32 129 801 329
2 Eskay Creek 79 101 654 828
3 Kemess Camp (2) 143 91 903 400
4 Hedley Camp (7) 119 76 735 496
5 Rossland Camp (44) 225 75 959 848
6 Premier Camp (9) 207 64 887 626
7 Greenwood Camp (53) 112 39 982 832
8 Cariboo-Barkerville Camp (3) 40 38 321 509
9 Island Copper 134 35 267 550
10 Myra Falls Camp (3) 181 35 161 537

11 Snip 251 33 316 834
12 Similco Camp (3) 248 24 343 686
13 Mount Polley (All Zones) 176 23 552 907
14 Sheep Creek Camp (12) 237 23 101 859
15 Afton-Ajax Camp (11) 4 20 977 385
16 Equity Silver 78 15 801 709 
17 Britannia 33 15 350 561 
18 Bell (Newman) 17 12 885 964
19 Surf Inlet 267 12 095 368
20 Highland Valley Copper Camp (3) 120 10 589 094

21 Golden Bear 102 10 562 757
22 Zeballos Camp (18) 314 9 146 096
23 Table Mtn. Camp (2) 269 9 114 842
24 Ymir Camp (12) 312 8 292 131
25 Blackdome 22 7 484 211
Total of top 25 producers 928 321 359
(93% of total production)

B.C. Gold Resources (Excluding Placer): Top 25 By Rank

Rank Deposit Name / Camp Name
(# deposits in camp)

File No. Resources 
(grams)

1 Sulphurets Camp (7) 264 3 754 702 935
2 Red-Chris 215 664 474 294
3 Prosperity 209 414 305 000
4 Galore Creek Project 89 335 741 000
5 Schaft Creek 230 334 947 933
6 Blackwater-Davidson 25 305 324 220
7 Afton-Ajax Camp (11) 4 239 383 688
8 Mt. Milligan 178 237 516 000
9 Spanish Mountain 253 217 460 090
10 Premier Camp (9) 207 179 126 405

11 Cariboo-Barkerville Camp (3) 40 176 455 000
12 Holberg Inlet Camp (2) 121 152 616 000
13 Mount Polley 176 130 420 586
14 Specogna 254 108 240 000
15 Kemess Camp (2) 143 86 923 910
16 Kwanika 148 80 568 000
17 GJ/Kinaskan 96 68 900 200
18 Bronson Slope 34 68 867 784
19 Ootsa (3) 193 61 071 161
20 Bell 17 60 320 000

21 Windy Craggy 305 59 488 000
22 Morrison 175 51 506 910
23 Newton 187 49 042 400
24 Similco Camp (3) 248 45 848 552
25 J & L 135 42 042 790
Total of top 25 estimates 7 925 292 858
(88% of total resources)

This gold inventory updates Schroeter et al., (1989), Schroeter and Lane (1991), Schroeter and Pinsent (2000), and Schroeter et 
al. (2004a, b) to the end of 2013. It focuses on production, reserves, and resources, but significant historical descriptive material 
can be found in Galloway (1932) and Mathews (1944), Hedley and Watson (1945), Stevenson (1947), Holland (1947). Much of 
the historical information in this map and spreadsheet (Appendix 1) is carried over from previous compilations for deposits where 
resource estimates or production remained unchanged from new work. As with previous editions, we only report production 
and/or resource estimates of over 5000 grams of gold. Many of the resource estimates (identified as historical) originate from 
before National Instrument 43-101 reporting requirements. The compilation includes 314 files, some of which represent camps or 
properties with several deposits. For example, File 39, Cariboo-Barkerville Camp includes information about four deposits.

In the period 2003-2013 gold exploration surged (Britton et al., 2013), resulting in discoveries, resource definition (infill and 
step out drilling), and expansion at known deposits. Since 2003, the total estimated resource has grown from about 78.8 million 
ounces (Schroeter and Pardy, 2004) to about 290 million ounces. Most of the growth represents new or expanded zones near 

previously known occurrences. For the period 2003 to 2012, NRCan estimated total gold (including placer) shipments from British 
Columbia at almost 3.8 million ounces, with lode gold accounting for 3.2 million ounces (Natural Resources Canada, 2014). The 
growth in total gold resources has far exceeded production over the ten-year period. During this time the price of gold rose from 
approximately $300 to a peak of over $1900/oz; the prices of common coproducts, mainly copper, also rose during this period. 
Some of the growth in gold resources and reserves is attributable to sustained high prices, and reserves may decrease should 
prices fall.  Increasing activity over the past ten years was accompanied by rising costs, and CIBC World Markets estimated the 
total replacement cost of an ounce of gold, including discovery costs, at US $1700 in 2012 (U.S. Global Investors, 2012).

Doggett and Zhang (2007) reviewed data for 231 Canadian primary gold mines between 1946 and 2004 and found that gold 
grades have generally decreased while capacities increased. This was generally true of British Columbia as well, though the 
pronounced trend is toward polymetallic mines with gold byproducts. Notable exceptions to the low grade trend include the high-
grade Eskay Creek mine, which operated between 1995 and 2008 with 3.2 million ounces at an average gold grade over 40 g/t 

and silver grades over 800g/t. More recently the Brucejack, an exploration project, has average grades over 15 g/t and resources 
(all categories) totalling more than 10 million ounces. These are exceptional in terms of both total resources and grade. Contrary 
to Doggett and Zhang’s warning of potential declining Canadian gold production, British Columbia’s gold production appears more 
likely to increase over the long term. While production did drop off in the 2000’s, it now appears poised for recovery. For example 
several large northwestern copper-gold porphyries such as  Mitchell, Snowfield, Red Chris, Galore Creek have multi-million ounce 
gold reserves with average gold grades between 0.3 and 0.6 g/t. Depending on the number of such gold rich porphyry deposits 
operating concurrently, gold production could approach or exceed peak levels seen in the 1930’s, 1940’s and late 1990’s.

However, gold will likely be the primary commodity in a minority of operations. Currently, most gold in British Columbia is produced 
as a byproduct or coproduct at porphyry copper mines; with few exceptions, production has moved away from small vein deposits. 
British Columbia’s rich porphyry copper endowment suggests that a focus on the porphyry copper-gold model will continue, 
although the possibility of successful exploitation of smaller, high-grade deposits remains. 
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