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�7�K�H���(�D�V�W���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���&�R�D�O�¿�H�O�G�V���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���F�R�D�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���%�U�L�W�L�V�K��
�&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���*�U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�J���D�Q�G���3�H�D�F�H���5�L�Y�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�����W�K�R�V�H��
�R�Q���9�D�Q�F�R�X�Y�H�U���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O���¿�H�O�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�����(�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H��
�Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���V�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���J�U�D�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���5�R�F�N�\���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���)�U�R�Q�W���5�D�Q�J�H�V��
�L�Q���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�����W�K�H���(�D�V�W���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���&�R�D�O�¿�H�O�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�U�H�H��
�¿�H�O�G�V�����)�O�D�W�K�H�D�G�����&�U�R�Z�V�Q�H�V�W�����D�Q�G���(�O�N���5�L�Y�H�U��

�,�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�H���(�D�V�W���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���¿�H�O�G�V���K�D�Y�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���P�R�U�H��
�F�R�D�O���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�W���R�I���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D�¶�V���F�R�D�O�¿�H�O�G�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G��

�7�K�H���0�L�V�W���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���)�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���I�U�R�P���D�E�R�X�W�������W�R���������F�R�D�O���V�H�D�P�V����
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���O�R�F�D�O�H�����7�K�H�V�H���V�H�D�P�V���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�K�L�F�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V���R�I��
�J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���������P�����7�K�L�F�N�H�U���V�H�D�P�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���O�R�Z�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
�E�X�W���F�R�D�O���E�H�G�V���R�F�F�X�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���X�Q�L�W�����6�H�D�P�V���D�U�H���O�R�F�D�O�O�\���W�K�L�F�N�H�Q�H�G���E�\��
�U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�U�X�V�W���I�D�X�O�W�V��

Multiple coal seams, Line Creek mine, Burnt Ridge pit
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�7�K�H���(�D�V�W���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���¿�H�O�G�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���F�R�D�O���I�U�R�P���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���V�H�D�P�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�V�W��
�0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���)�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�����������W�R�����������P���W�K�L�F�N���X�Q�L�W���R�I���V�D�Q�G�V�W�R�Q�H�����V�L�O�W�V�W�R�Q�H����
�V�K�D�O�H�����D�Q�G���P�X�G�V�W�R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���*�U�R�X�S��

Cadomin
Formation

Fernie
Formation

Morrissey
Formation

Mist Mountain
Formation

Elk
Formation

Kootenay
Group

Fernie Ridge, between Fernie and Hosmer, from Highway 3
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Fernie
Formation

sandstone

conglomerate

sandstone, siltstone, 
shale, mudstone, 
chert-pebble 
conglomerate; minor 
coal seams

sandstone, 
siltstone, shale, 
mudstone, thick 
coal seams

medium- to 
coarse-grained 
quartz-rich 
sandstone

shale, siltstone, 
�ne-grained 
sandstone

�.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���*�U�R�X�S���U�R�F�N�V���I�R�U�P�H�G���L�Q���D���-�X�U�D�V�V�L�F���&�U�H�W�D�F�H�R�X�V���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���S�O�D�L�Q����
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���E�\���G�H�O�W�D���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U���G�H�O�W�D���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�U���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q���X�S�Z�D�U�G���W�R���À�X�Y�L�D�O���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�V��

Stratigraphic setting

Context
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�7�K�H���(�D�V�W���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���&�R�D�O�¿�H�O�G�V���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���)�R�U�H�O�D�Q�G���)�R�O�G��
�D�Q�G���7�K�U�X�V�W���%�H�O�W���R�I���W�K�H���&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q���5�R�F�N�\���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V����
�/�D�W�H���&�U�H�W�D�F�H�R�X�V���W�R���3�D�O�H�R�J�H�Q�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
�F�R�O�O�L�V�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�H�U�U�D�Q�H���D�F�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q���D�O�R�Q�J��
�W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���À�D�Q�N���R�I���1�R�U�W�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���O�H�G���W�R���H�D�V�W�Z�D�U�G��
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���R�I���X�Q�P�H�W�D�P�R�U�S�K�R�V�H�G���3�D�O�H�R�]�R�L�F���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V��
�D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�U�X�V�W���V�K�H�H�W�V�����5�R�F�N�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H���.�R�R�W�H�Q�D�\���*�U�R�X�S��
�Z�H�U�H���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G���L�Q���D���U�H�W�U�R�D�U�F���I�R�U�H�O�D�Q�G���E�D�V�L�Q���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
�V�X�E�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���P�D�L�Q�O�\���E�\���W�K�U�X�V�W���O�R�D�G�L�Q�J����
�&�R�D�O���E�H�G�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�V�W���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���)�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H��
�G�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G���L�Q���F�R�D�V�W�D�O���S�O�D�L�Q���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V��
�R�Q���W�K�H���H�G�J�H�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���I�R�U�H�G�H�H�S���E�D�V�L�Q�����6�W�U�D�W�L�J�U�D�S�K�L�F��
�U�H�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�D�O���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�W�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��
�W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���W�K�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J�����V�X�E�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����V�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W��
�V�X�S�S�O�\�����D�Q�G���V�H�D���O�H�Y�H�O���F�K�D�Q�J�H��

�$�V���W�K�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���P�L�J�U�D�W�H�G���H�D�V�W�Z�D�U�G�����W�K�H���I�R�U�H�G�H�H�S���G�H�S�R�V�L�W�V��
�Z�H�U�H���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���G�H�I�R�U�P�H�G�����7�K�H���P�D�L�Q���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�L�Q���V�N�L�Q�Q�H�G�����H�D�V�W���Y�H�U�J�H�Q�W����
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Coal Creek mine, 1950s; now abandoned Coal 
Creek townsite in background

Town of Michel, 1950s; view west toward 
Sparwood

Coal Creek  
 

18 Mt 1898-1958 underground 

Michel Colliery 69 Mt 1899-1911 
1948-1979 

 

underground 
 

Morrissey 
 

0.4 Mt 1902-1909 underground 

Hosmer  
 

0.8 Mt 1908-1914 underground  

Corbin; 
renamed Byron, 1974 

3.4 Mt 1908-1935 
1943-1948 
1974-1994 

 

underground 

Tent Mountain 2.7 Mt 1950-1980 open pit 

 

Historical production

�6�L�Q�F�H���������������R�Y�H�U�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���W�R�Q�Q�H�V�����P�D�L�Q�O�\���R�I��
�P�H�W�D�O�O�X�U�J�L�F�D�O���F�R�D�O�����K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
�&�U�R�Z�V�Q�H�V�W���D�Q�G���(�O�N���5�L�Y�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V��

The coal Present exploration and production

History

References

Exploration spending, 
$million, Canadian

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Hard Coking Coal ** Pulverized Coal Injection product 

 
 

Pits and  
Expansions  

Products Production 
capacity 

Mine life Years of  
operation 

Reserves;  Proven + 
Probable, Dec 31, 
2014) clean coal 

Resources 
Measured + Indicated 
Dec 31, 2014, Raw coal 

Fording 
River 
 

Pits: Henretta, Turnbull, 
Castle Mt, Eagle 
 
Expansion: Swift 
 

*HCC, 
Thermal 

~9 Mt/yr 70 years 1972 - present HCC 620 Mt 
Thermal  4.5 Mt 

HCC 1149 Mt 
Thermal 9 Mt 

Greenhills 
 

Pit: Cougar South 
 
Expansions: Cougar 
North; merging with Swift 
 

HCC, 
**PCI, 
Thermal 

~5.2 Mt/yr 14 years 1993 - present HCC 61 Mt 
PCI 4 Mt 
Thermal 1 Mt 

HCC 264 Mt 
PCI 11 Mt 
Thermal 4 Mt 

Line 
Creek 
 

Pits: Horseshoe, Burnt 
Ridge South  
 
Expansions: Mt. Michael, 
Burnt Ridge North 
 

HCC, PCI 
Thermal 
 

~3.5 Mt/yr 19 years 1972 - present HCC 67 Mt 
PCI 3 Mt 
Thermal  9Mt 

HCC 712 Mt 
PCI 1 Mt 
Thermal  9 Mt 

Elkview 
 

Pits: Natal, Harmer, 
Balmer, Baldy 
 
Extension: Baldy Ridge 

HCC ~6.5 Mt/yr 29 years 1859 - 1970 
1980 - present 
 

HCC 215 Mt HCC 705 Mt 

Coal 
Mountain 

Pits: 37-pit, 6-pit 
PCI, 
Thermal 

~2.7 Mt/yr 6 years 
1908-1948 (as Corbin)  
1974-1994 (as Byron) 
1994-present  

PCI 7 Mt 
 

PCI 83 Mt 
 

Coal, prospect

Coal, developed prospect

Rail load-out facility

MINFILE occurrence number

MINFILE occurrence number

MINFILE occurrence number

Operating coal mine

Kootenay Group

Approximate mine surface
footprint (pits and infrastructure)

Infrastructure rights-of-way 

Paleontological reserve

Cranbrook to Alberta power transmission line,       

Crowsnest Pass to Kingsgate natural gas pipeline

Flathead Watershed Conservation 

F

Coal in coal reserve area
MINFILE occurrence number

MINFILE occurrence number

Past producing coal mine

Abandoned coal town

Dominion Coal Block

road

rail line

British Columbia border

Coal reserve
areas; no mining 
activity permitted

thrust fault, teeth on hanging wall normal fault, ticks on hanging wall

Visit the British Columbia Geological Survey coal website to access

�t��COALFILE

�t��Coal Titles

�t��Coal Leases

�t��MINFILE

�t��Mineral Titles Online

�t��British Columbia Geological Survey Publication Catalogue

www.empr.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geoscience/Coal/Pages/default.aspx

For further information


