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The Cache Creek terrane is a belt of oceanic rocks that extend the length of the Cordillera in
British Columbia. Fossil fauna in this belt are exotic with respect to the remainder of the
Canadian Cordillera, as they are of equatorial Tethyan affinity, contrasting with coeval faunas
in adjacent terranes that show closer linkages with ancestral North America. The Cache Creek
terrane is typified by tectonically imbricated slices of chert, argillite, limestone, wacke and
volcaniclastic rocks, as well as mafic and ultramafic rocks. These lithologies are believed to
represent two separate litotectonic elements: Middle Triassic to Lower Jurassic, subduction-
related accretionary complexes, and dismembered basement assemblages emplaced during

Figure 1: Location map of north-western British Columbia showing . .
the Atlin Targeted Geoscience Initiative study area (1:250 000 sheet Bedrock Geology MC\P of the Nakina River area C I .

104N). and the Nakina regional mapping project area (1:50 000 onciusions
sheets 104N1, 2, 3). Distribution of Cache Creek terrane in BC and
Yukon shown in top right.
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