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Regional Geologists

The Regional Geologists monitor exploration and mining activities 
and provide information about exploration trends, possible investment 
opportunities, land use processes, First Nation capacity building, and public 
outreach. In 2020, the Regional Geologists were repatriated to the British 
Columbia Geological Survey as part of the Mineral Development Office.

Mines, mine development, selected proposed mines, and selected exploration projects

Exploration highlights

2023 exploration expenditures by region.

2023 exploration drilling by region.

The forecast total value of mine production for 2023 is $15.9 billion, which includes coal, copper, gold, industrial minerals, aggregate, zinc, 
silver, molybdenum, and lead. This forecast is $1.6 billion lower than the 2022 revised estimate of $17.5 billion made by the Ministry using 
Natural Resources Canada values. The forecast value is commonly higher than the preliminary estimate, thus the $15.9 billion figure may 
change as new data come in after January 2024.

In 2023, 10 metal mines operated during at least part of the year. Metallurgical coal was produced at four large open-pit operations in the 
southeastern part of the province and three open-pit operations in the northeastern part. About 30 industrial mineral mines and more than 
1000 aggregate mines and quarries were in operation.

Coal accounted for 64.5%, followed by copper at 19.3% and gold at 10.4%.

•	Drilling at Brucejack continues to expand the VOK deposit: 38.5 m grading 49 
g/t Au and 18 m grading 306 g/t Au.

•	Drilling at Red Chris continues to produce excellent results for the East Ridge 
deposit: 406 m grading 1.0% Cu and 1.1 g/t Au.

•	Blue Lagoon Resources:16.5 m grading 5.49 g/t Au, 80.9 g/t Ag and 1.21% 
Cu, proposed Dome Mountain Gold mine.

•	Juggernaut Exploration Ltd.: 5.11 m grading 7.57 g/t Au, 24.93 g/t Ag and 
4.7% Cu. Bingo project.

•	Cassiar Gold Corp.: bulk tonnage  intervals and narrow high-grade intervals, 
Cassiar Gold project: 237.6 m grading 0.69 g/t Au and 6.6 m grading 22.44 g/t 
Au.

•	Eskay Mining Corp.: 15 m grading 3.02 g/t Au, 68.66 g/t Ag, 4.86% Zn, 
0.24% Cu and 0.73% Pb, Consolidated Eskay project.

•	Amarc Resources Ltd.: 541.6 m grading 0.24% Cu, 0.016% Mo, 0.04 g/t Au, 
and 1.2 g/t Ag, Duke project.

•	Goliath Resources Ltd.: 7.9 m grading 64.88 g/t Au and 8.03 g/t Ag 
Golddigger project.

•	Doubleview Gold Corp.: 143.3 m grading 0.36% Cu, 0.64 g/t Ag, 0.43 g/t Au, 
134.6 g/t Co, and 1.29 g/t Sc, Hat project.

•	Dolly Varden Silver Corporation: 26.99 m grading 296 g/t Ag, 1.68% Pb, and 
3.01% Zn (Dolly Varden deposit) and 25 m grading 46.31 g/t Au and 70 g/t Ag 
(Homestake Ridge deposit).

•	American Eagle Gold Corp.: 900 m grading 0.35% Cu, 0.11 g/t Au, 2.4 g/t Ag, 
and 60 ppm Mo, NAK project.

•	Canagold Resources Ltd.:7.14 m grading 9.64 g/t Au, New Polaris project.
•	Thesis Gold Inc.: 4.05 m grading 119.49 g/t Au (Ranch project) and 53 m grading 2.12 g/t Au 

and 104.95 g/t Ag (Lawyers project).
•	Scottie Resources Corp.: 3.7 m grading 56.4 g/t Au and 33.8 g/t Ag, Scottie Gold Mine project.
•	Equity Metals Corporation: 4.1 m grading 0.5 g/t Au, 209 g/t Ag, 1.7% Cu, 0.7% Pb, and 0.4% 

Zn, Silver Queen project.
•	Coeur Mining Inc. at shutdown Silvertip mine property: 12 m grading 459.6 g/t Ag, 15.1% Zn, 

and 8.7% Pb.
•	MTB Metals Corp.: 133.8 m grading 0.23% Cu, 0.11 g/t Au, 1.58 g/t Ag, and 20.63 ppm Mo, 

Telegraph project.
•	Brixton Metals Corporation: 630 m grading 0.336% Cu, 0.07 g/t Au, 2.74 g/t Ag, and 309 ppm 

Mo (Camp Creek target) and 253 m grading 1.40 g/t Au (Trapper Gold target).
•	Tudor Gold Corp.: 601.5 m grading 1.23 g/t Au, 2.93 g/t Ag, and 0.12% Cu, Treaty Creek 

project.
•	Huckleberry Mines Ltd.:162.5 m grading 0.33% Cu and 1.64 g/t Ag, Whiting Creek project.
•	Independence Gold Corp.: 11.50 m grading 8.82 g/t Au and 78.26 g/t Ag, 3Ts project.
•	Pacific Ridge Exploration Ltd.: 305.5 m grading 0.23% Cu, 0.51 g/t Au, and 1.22 g/t Ag, Kliyul 

project.
•	Inomin Mines Inc.: 179.27 m grading 23% Mg, 0.19% Ni, and 0.36% Cr, Beaver project.
•	Kodiak Copper Corp.:158.0 m grading 0.28% Cu, 0.28 g/t Au, and 0.83 g/t Ag, MPD project.
•	Carlyle Commodities Corp.: 689.0 m grading 0.51 g/t Au, 1.48 g/t Ag, Newton project.
•	Green River Gold Corp.:108.1 m grading 0.184% Ni, 0.009% Co, 0.10% Cr, and 21.9% Mg, 

Quesnel Nickel project.
•	Westhaven Gold Corp.:24.95 m grading 14.66 g/t Au, 35.52 g/t Ag Shovelnose project.
•	Sasquatch Resources Corp.:7.55 m grading 5.4 g/t Au, 7.5% Cu, 125 g/t Ag and 5.9% Zn, 

Mount Sicker project.
•	Northisle Copper and Gold Inc.:130 m grading 0.33% Cu and 1.65 g/t Au North Island project.

Total metal, industrial mineral and coal exploration expenditures are estimated at $ 643.5 million for 2023.
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British Columbia is Canada’s largest exporter of coal, leading producer of copper, and only producer of molybdenum. Also produced are 
significant amounts of gold, silver, lead, and zinc, and more than 30 industrial minerals including gypsum, magnesite, limestone, and dimension 
stone. Numerous quarries produce sand and gravel or crushed aggregate.

Flanked by the Pacific Ocean, British Columbia offers easy access to global markets. Mine operations benefit from tax incentives and a well-
developed infrastructure, including low-cost electricity, an integrated road and rail network, and large deep-water ports. Exploration benefits from 
an extensive geoscience database and a web-based mineral tenure system.

Mining production in 2023 is estimated to be less than reported for 2022.Total production values are down primarily due to a drop in coal prices.
Exploration expenditures for 2023 remained high, but the total did not exceed the record level attained in 2022. The forecasted value of total 
provincial mining production reached $15.9 billion, and total exploration expenditures reached $643.5 million.

•	Newmont Corporation purchased Newcrest Mining Limited for US $17 billion.
•	Teck Resources Limited announced it agreed to sell its steelmaking coal business, Elk Valley Resources, for US $9 billion.
•	Hudbay Minerals Inc. purchased 75% in the Copper Mountain mine from Copper Mountain Mining Corporation for US $439 million.
•	Bathurst Resources Limited purchased the Tenas coal project from Telkwa Coal Limited, a subsidiary of Allegiance Coal Limited.
•	Taseko Mines Limited increased their interest in the Gibraltar copper mine from 75% to 87.5%.
•	Nicola Mining Inc. signed a letter of intent with Nittetsu Mining Co., Ltd. whereby Nittetsu would acquire a 40% interest in Nicola’s New 

Craigmont Copper project for $25 million.
•	FPX Nickel Corp. announced a $16 million strategic equity investment by 

global stainless steel producer Outokumpu Oyj.
•	Dolly Varden Silver Corp. announced that Hecla Canada Ltd. increased its 

shareholding from 10.6% to 15.7% with an additional $10 million investment.

Overview

2023 exploration expenditures by category for regions.
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zinc 0.96%

copper

gold

coal
19.3%

10.4%

aggregates, 
industrial 
minerals 4.1%

molybdenum
0.46% lead 0.07%

silver 0.39%

64.5%

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 202120192017 2023f

m
in

er
al

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

in
 $

 b
ill

io
ns

0

2

4

6

8
10

12
14

coal
metals

industrial minerals
and aggregates

18
16

20

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

Vancouver

Prince
Rupert

Smithers

Atlin

Victoria

Prince
George

Fort Nelson

XW#

!É

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

ÉÉ

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

ÉÉ

É

É

É
É

É

É

É

É
É

É

É

É

É

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

! !

!!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É É

É
É

É

É

É

É

É

É

É

Û

Û

Ú

Ú

X

X

X

X

W

W

W

W

!(

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

!

!

!

!

(

(

(

(

XW

!

!

(

(

!(

Ì

!( Ì

!

!

(

(

M

M

!(Ì

Û

Û

Û

Û

Û

Û

Û

Û

ÛÛ

Ú

Ú

Ú

Ú

Ú

Ú

Ú

Ú

ÚÚ

Ì
Ì

Ì
Ì

Ì

Ì
Ì

Ì
ÌÌ

XX

XX

X

X

X
X

X

XX

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

XX

X

X

X

X

X

WW

WW

W

W

W
W

W

WW

W

W

W

W

W

W
W

WW

W

W

W

W

W

ÌÌ

ÌÌ

Ì

Ì

ÌÌ

Ì

ÌÌ

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì
Ì

Ì Ì

ÌÌ
Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

Ì

!

!

(

(

Ì

Ì
Ì
Ì
Ì

Ì
Ì

Ì

Ì
Okeover

Empire Mine

Mount Meager Pumice
Vulcan/Salal

Bute Inlet

Earle
Creek

Pitt River

Cabin Group
Spumoni

Myra Falls
Mount Sicker

CTCT

Sechelt
Carbonate

Burnco
Aggregate

Hardy Island
Imperial Limestone

Texada Quarry
Sechelt

Mine

North Island

Cox Station
Sumas Shale

Orca
Black Bear

K2 Ocean
Pearl

Mineral Creek

Fire
Mountain

Greenwood
Winner
Grand Forks Slag

Silvana
Mine

Michel Coal

Crown Mountain
Elkview

Fording River
Fording River Extension
Greenhills

Line Creek

Record Ridge

NZOU

Wildhorse

Mount
Brussilof

Bull
River

Elkhorn
Kootenay

West Copper
Creek

Vulcan

Tatooine
Silica

Revel
Ridge

Horse
Creek
Silica

Thor

Moberly
Silica

Kenville
Gold
Mine

Reliance Gold
Bralorne

Highland
Valley

Copper

Ashcroft

Merritt
mill

Gibraltar

Yellowhead

Golden Sable
Red

Lake

Shovelnose

Quesnel
Nickel QR mill

Basin
Coal

Nazko

Newton

Eldorado

Elk

Lynx Beaver

Kettle
Valley

Goldrange

Falkland

Eakin
Creek

Spanish Mountain

Elizabeth

Cariboo Gold

Brett

Iron Lake
Mount Polley

New Afton

Bromley Creek
Copper Mountain

Ruddock
Creek

New
Prosperity
Blackdome

MPD

Mount Milligan (Greenfield)
Mount Milligan (Brownfield)

3Ts

Akie

Aley

Blackwater
Gold

Copley Giscome

Joy
Kemess Underground

Kliyul

Lawyers

Wicheeda

Stardust
Kwanika

Exodus
Gold

Angus

Indata
Lorraine

RDP

Quesnelle
Gold Quartz

Brule

Fireside

Gordon
Creek

(Flatbed)
Huguenot

Willow Creek

Wolverine

Wolverine
(Hermann

Pit)Rocky Creek

Willow
Creek

Extension

Shasta

Kechika
North

Decar Nickel
District
Surge Nickel

Bingo

Cambria
Premier Gold

Crown (Orion)
Big Gold

GolddiggerKitsault Valley (Homestake Ridge)
Kitsault Valley (Dolly Varden)

Red Cliff
George Copper

Crown (Electrum)
Scottie Gold Mine

Harry

Anyox

Berg

Blue

Buck

Burn

Cassiar
Gold

Duke

Galore Creek

Hat

HWY
37

Kutcho

Lucky Strike

Midas

NAK

New Polaris

Ootsa

Oweegee

Poplar

Ranch
Red Chris

Red
Mountain

Ridley
Island

Ruby
Creek

Schaft
Creek

Silver
Hope

Silvertip

Tatogga
(Saddle North)
Telegraph

Tenas

Thorn (Camp Creek)
Thorn (Trapper Gold) Turnagain

Whiting
Creek

Eaglehead

Snip Gold
Iskut

Wishbone
Newmont

Lake

KSP KSM
Brucejack

Silver
Queen

Knauss
Creek

Terrace

Holy
Grail

Dome
Mountain
Gold

Eskay Creek
Consolidated Eskay

Kitsault

Kalum

Sand Hill
Robinson
Lake Trail

Rainbow
Lake South

Empire
DEM

Mount
Milligan

Treaty Creek

Brussels Creek

Ajax
Alwin
Mine

Quintette

Pil

Bud

110°0'0"W115°0'0"W120°0'0"W125°0'0"W130°0'0"W135°0'0"W

110°0'0"W

115°0'0"W120°0'0"W125°0'0"W130°0'0"W135°0'0"W

60°0'0"N

50°0'0"N

55°0'0"N

50°0'0"N

Ancestral North America
Cassiar Platformal strata
Deep-water basin strata

Craton and cover

Cache Creek and
affiliates

Slide MountainQuesnellia
Stikinia

Outboard

Wrangellia
Alexander

Yukon-Tanana

Terranes

Intrusive rocks Supracrustal rocks Neogene to Quaternary
volcanic rocks

Post-accretionary assemblages
Geology

*Operated in or for a portion of 2023

Cordilleran
morphogeological
belts

Foreland

Omineca

Intermontane
Coast

Insular

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A

C A N A D A
C A N A D A

0 150 30075

Kilometres

¹
Project type

Coal (metallurgical)
!( Precious metals
!( Precious and base metals
!( Base metals
!( Base and precious metals
!( Rare earth elements

XW Industrial minerals

ÛÚ Aggregates
!« Slag
!( Other

Project type
coloured by project type

!(Ì Operating mine*

!(

ÌMine in care and
maintenance

!(M Specialty mill

!( Mine development
!( Proposed mine
!É Exploration project
!( Ì Temporary shutdown 0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

Northwest

Northeast
North Central South Central

Southeast Southwest

Provincial total

444.1

2.6

67.2 83.7
35.9

10.1

643.5

$ 
m

ill
io

ns

 

 

 

 
mine
evaluation

mine lease grassroots 

advanced

early stage

38.6%

24.4%

16.6%

10.7%9.6%
North Central

early stageadvanced

grassrootsmine evaluation

21.4%

29.5% 22.1%

27.0%

mine lease
14.9%

grassroots
4.3%

Northwest

Northeast

South Central

Southeast

Southwest

44.3%
advanced
18.4%

early stage
22.5%

advanced

mine evaluation
36.7%

early stage
34.0%

mine lease
58.6%

mine lease
69.5% mine evaluation

advanced

advanced

early stage
12.0%

early stage

early stage
51.9%

8.7%

advanced 
24.6%

7.8%

3.2%

mine evaluation

10.1%13.2%

grassrootsmine lease 

21.5%

15.2%

grassroots

mine 
evaluation

7.9%

6.0%

9.8%5.2%

grassrootsmine lease 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023

total
metals and others

coal

$ 
m

ill
io

ns

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

98.2

Northwest

Northeast

North Central
South Central

Southeast
Southwest

provincial total

439.6

69.6
110.7

24.7

747.5

4.7

th
ou

sa
nd

  m
et

re
s

300 km

Northeast

North
Central

Northwest

Yukon Territory Northwest Territories

Alberta

South Central

Southeast

Prince
George

Smithers

Vancouver

Kamloops

Cranbrook

Southwest

USA
Victoria
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Province-wide exploration expenditures per year, by type.


