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Mining highlights

Further information

Operating mines, proposed mines, and selected exploration projects, South Central Region

Exploration and drilling estimates

Overview

Exploration and mining highlights South Central region, 2023 
Cary Pothorin
British Columbia Geological Survey, Ministry
of Mines, Energy and Low Carbon Innovation
2nd Floor, 441 Columbia Street, Kamloops BC V2C 2T3
Cary.Pothorin@gov.bc.ca

 

Exploration highlights

Expenditures by region

Drilling by region
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South Central  region, 
expenditures by
category

L

The South Central region is the most active mining district in 
British Columbia, and the most productive copper mining district 
in Canada. Six metal mines operated in 2023: Gibraltar, New 
Afton, Highland Valley Copper, Mount Polley, Copper Moun-
tain, and Elk.  

Projects targeting gold include the Cariboo Gold, Bralorne, 
Shovelnose, Reliance Gold, Spanish Mountain, and Newton 
projects. Major porphyry copper projects include MPD, Wood-
jam, Kolos, and Rabbit North. 

Exploration and drilling estimates
Signi�cant events

•  Hudbay Minerals Inc. purchased Copper Mountain Mining Cor-
poration and a 75% interest in the Copper Mountain mine for 
$US439M. 

•  Taseko Mines Limited increased ownership in the Gibraltar mine 
to 87.5%

•  Osisko Development Corp. received an Environmental Assess-
ment Certificate (EAC) for the Cariboo Gold project in late 2023. 
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Cow Mountain portal, 
Cariboo Gold project

Specular hematite and chalcopyrite in brecciated 
volcanic rock, New Craigmont project

Antique ore cart, Bralorne 
project

Haul truck, Elk Gold Mine

Mine Operator 
(partner) 

Commodity; 
Deposit type; 
MINFILE 

Forecast 2023 
Production 
(based on Q1-
Q3) 

Reserves 
 

Resource Comments 

Copper 
Mountain 

Hudbay 
Minerals Inc. 
75%, 
Mitsubishi 
Materials 
Corporation 
25% 

Cu, Au, Ag; 
Porphyry Cu- 
Au, Alkalic; 
092HSE001 

60.0 Mlb Cu, 
16,000 oz Au, 
290,000 oz Ag 

P+Pr: 366.9 Mt 
0.25% Cu,  
0.12 g/t Au, 
0.69 g/t Ag 

M+I: 137.8 Mt 
0.21% Cu,  
0.10 g/t Au,  
0.69 g/t Ag 
 
Inf.: 371.3 Mt 
0.25% Cu 
0.13 g/t Au 
0.61 g/t Ag 

Reserve/resource estimate 
Dec. 1, 2023.  
Updated mine plan, 21 year 
mine life with current reserves 

Elk Gold 
Mountain 
Mining Corp. 

Au, Ag; 
Au quartz 
veins; 
092HNE009, 
295, 41, 261 

5,500 oz Au  M+I: 4.359 Mt 
5.6 g/t Au,  
11.0 g/t Ag 
 
Inf: 1.497 Mt  
5.3 g/t Au,  
14.4 g/t Ag 

Ongoing modification of pit to 
improve access and efficiency: 
improving grade control and 
auditing grade forecasts: 
improving drill and blast 
patterns.    

Gibraltar Taseko 
Mines 
Limited 
87.5%, 
Cariboo 
Copper 
Corp. 12.5% 

Cu, Mo; 
Porphyry 
Cu±Mo±Au; 
093B  012 

117.0 Mlb Cu,  
1.1 Mlb Mo  

P+Pr: 706 
million short 
tons 0.25% Cu, 
0.008% Mo 
(sulphide 
mineral 
reserves) 
 
P+Pr 17short  
tons 0.15% 
(acid soluble 
Cu) 

M+I: 1.215 
million short 
tons  
0.24% Cu,  
0.007% Mo 
(inclusive of 
reserves)  

Mine life projected to 23 years 
from Dec. 31, 2021 effective 
date of calculation.  

Highland 
Valley 
Copper 

Teck 
Resources 
Limited 

Cu, Mo; 
Porphyry 
Cu±Mo±Au; 
092ISW012, 
45 

206.0 Mlb Cu, 
1.1 Mlb Mo  

P+Pr: 307 Mt 
0.30% Cu, 
0.009% Mo 

M: 573.7 Mt  
0.30% Cu,  
0.009% Mo 
 
I: 572.5 Mt  
0.25% Cu,  
0.010% Mo 
 
Inf: 115.8 Mt  
0.22% Cu,  
0.010% Mo 

HVC 2040 project initiated to 
extend mine life from 2028 to 
2042. EAC application made 
Oct. 2023.  

Mount 
Polley 

Imperial 
Metals 
Corporation 

Porphyry Cu- 
Au, Alkalic; 
093A 008 

29.0 Mlb Cu, 
42,000 oz Au 

P+Pr open pit 
and 
underground: 
52.5 Mt 
0.34% Cu,  
0.31 g/t Au, 
0.89 g/t Ag 

M+I open pit 
and 
underground: 
202.2 Mt 
0.28% Cu,  
0.30 g/t Au, 
0.52 g/t Ag 
 

Reserves and resources 
estimated in 2016 and adjusted 
for mining to Jan. 1, 2023.  

New 
Afton 

New Gold 
Inc. 

Au, Ag, Cu; 
Porphyry Cu- 
Au, Alkalic; 
092INE023 

47.3 Mlb Cu,  
62,200 oz Au  
 

P+Pr: 36.9 Mt 
0.74 % Cu, 0.68 
g/t Au, 1.7 g/t 
Ag 

M+I: 66.5 Mt 
0.71% Cu,  
0.57 g/t Au, 
2.1 g/t Ag  

Reserves and resources 
estimated at Dec 31, 2022. 
Underground exploration 
drilling results to be 
incorporated in 2023 year-end 
resource estimates. 

 

Project Operator 
(partner) 
 

Commodity; 
Deposit type; 
MINFILE 

Resource (NI 43-101 
compliant unless 
indicated otherwise) 

2023 Program Results 

Bralorne Talisker 
Resources 
Ltd. 

Au; 
Au-quartz veins; 
092JNE001 

I: 117,300 t 
8.85 g/t Au  
 
Inf.: 8.033 Mt 
6.32 g/t Au  

Resource published Jan 2023. Fall 
15000 m diamond drilling  to 
upgrade part of resource to 
Indicated. Preparing for test 
mining; enlarging portal and 
access ramp to 4x4 m.  

Drilling highlight - 
1.2 m grading 47.6 g/t Au and 
0.5 m grading 118.5 g/t Au 
 

Eldorado Gelum 
Resources 
Ltd. 

Au, Cu; 
Polymetallic veins, 
Au-quartz veins; 
092O  
026,092JNE105,095
,045 

na Drilling in 2022 (three holes, 795 
m); drilling in 2023 (six holes, 
1340 m). 
 

Drilling highlight - 
44.0 m grading 0.414 g/t Au. 

Little Fort  New Gold 
Inc. 

Cu, Au, Ag;  
Alkalic porphyry 
Cu-Au;   
092INE023 

na Soil geochemistry, sampling, IP 
geophysics.  

None 

MPD Kodiak 
Copper 
Corp. 

Cu, Au; 
Alkalic porphyry 
Cu-Au; 
092HNE243, 55, 
191, 244 

na Drilling (33 holes, 18,562 m). 
Surface work included IP, soil 
surveys, and trenching.  

Drilling highlight – West zone 
158.0 m grading 0.28% Cu, 0.28 g/t 
Au, 0.83 g/t and Ag and  
16.0 m grading 0.93% Cu, 0.64 g/t 
Au, and 3.20 g/t Ag. 

New 
Craigmont 

Nicola 
Mining Inc.  

Cu, Au;  
Cu Skarns;  
092ISE035 

na Compiled historical data, 
generated model for porphyry Cu-
Au targets. Testing XRF sorting 
of mine waste.  

None 

Newton Carlyle 
Commodities 
Corp. 

Au, Ag; 
Epithermal Au-Ag-
Cu (low 
sulphidation) 
092O 050 

Inf.: 42,396,600 t  
0.63 g/t Au, 3.43 g/t 
Ag. 

Three drill holes, 2016 m.  
Metallurgical testing initiated. 
Updated resource estimate in 
2022. Second drill campaign 
began December 2023.   

Drilling highlight - 
689.0 m grading 0.51 g/t Au, 1.48 
g/t Ag. 

Rabbit North Tower 
Resources 
Ltd. 

Cu, Au; 
Alkalic porphyry 
Cu-Au; 
092INE045, 147 

na Eleven drill holes,  (2455 m). 
Ground magnetic survey. 

Drilling highlight - 
72.4 m grading 0.27% Cu, 0.40 g/t 
Au, and 0.010% Mo;  
92.0 m grading 1.13 g/t Au.  

Reliance Gold Endurance 
Gold 
Corporation 

Au, Ag, Sb; 
Au quartz veins, 
Stibnite veins 
and disseminations; 
092JNE033, 136, 
191 

na Drilling 5301 m in 22 holes: 
drilling continues.  

Drilling highlight - 
9.3m grading 8.98 g/t Au. 

Shovelnose Westhaven 
Gold 
Corp. 

Au, Ag; 
Epithermal Au-Ag-
Cu low 
sulphidation; 
092HNE309, 308 

I: 2.983 Mt 
6.38 g/t Au,  
34.1 g/t Ag 
 
 Inf: 1.331 Mt 
3.89 g/t Au,  
16.9 g/t Ag 

Underground resource used for 
PEA, July 2023. Drilling 40 holes 
(10803 m); drilling continues.  

Drilling highlight - 
24.95 m grading 14.66 g/t Au, 
35.52 g/t Ag and  
3.68 m grading 17.68 g/t Au, 31.49 
g/t Ag. 

Wingdam Omineca 
Mining and 
Metals Ltd. 

Au; 
Au-quartz veins; 
093H  012 

na Underground development in drift 
and crosscut to prepare for placer 
gold recovery. 

Produced 11 oz coarse Au and one 
1.13 oz nugget from 50 yd3  
material.  

Woodjam, 
Redgold 

Vizsla 
Copper 
Corp. 

Cu, Au; 
Alkalic porphyry 
Cu-Au; 
093A  269, 78; 
 

Southeast zone  
Inf. 227.5 Mt  
0.31% Cu 
 
Deerhorn zone  
Inf. 32.8 Mt 
0.49 g/t Au, 0.22% Cu 
 
Takom zone  
Inf. 8.3 Mt 
0.26 g/t Au, 0.22% Cu 

3000 line-km airborne 
geophysical survey. 
Expanded property area by 
15,821 ha through three 
transactions.  
Diamond drilling began July, 
planned for 18 holes, 8000m.  

Drilling highlight - 
293.2 m grading 0.54% Cu, 0.005% 
Mo, 0.05 g/t Au. 1,84 g/t Ag.  
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