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British Columbia's abundance of, earboqate 
rock ranges in w m  osition from h&-calcium 
limestone (?least 9?% CaC03) to htgh-mape- 
slum dolomite (at least 18% MgO). 

Significant deposits of white limestone and do- 
lomite are located in north-trending belts along 
the coast, in tpe southern interior, and of the 
Rocky Mountam. 

Dplomjte o p s  primarily in the R e  Moun- 
tams wth nunor occurrences elsewhere. 

There are 373 limestone and 39 dolomite occur- 
rences documented in the provinw. Ant1 ical 
data cxists for 249 occurrences: 100 ale hlg{-ca 
limestones and 23 arc h~gh-Mg dolom~tes. 

Documented reserves !oCal2.3 b i ion  tomes.of 
limestone and 4735 d o n  tomes of dolormte 
and including the following prospects: 

HoIberg Inlet deposit 
- 236milIion tonnes limestone. 

" Aristazahal Island deposit 
- 90 million fonnes while limesto~re. 

" Kelley Lake deposit 
- 3&l million tonnes limestone. 

" Mount Palsson deposit 
- 2.14 million tonner limestone. 

Secbelt dolomite deposit 
- I7.5million lonner dolomite. 

PRODUCTION 
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In British Columbia 5.2 million tonnes of l i e -  
stone,and less than 100 000 tomes of dolomite 
are mmed annually. 

Eight five per cent of B.C.'s limestone produc- 
tlon &bout 4.42 m~llion tonnes , comes from 
three major quarries on Tcxada 1 sland on Brit- 
ish Columbia's southwestern wast. 
Six small operations, scattered throughout Van- 
couver tsland, and southern and central British 
Columb15 produce hgh-calc~um bes tone  for 
cement, hme and pulp manufacturing and whte 
limestone for fillers and pigments. 

White dolomite, mined in southeastern British 
Columbia (Crawford & Rock Creeks), is used 
$I agricultural, decorative and pigment applica- 
tlons, 



LIMESTONE RESERVES 
(million tonnes - variable grade) 

Unclassified 
/ -- , I,, 1001.5 

' -/ . Inferred 
L- - 1202.6 

DOLOMITE RESERVES 
(million tonnes - vaMble grade) 
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M4RKTTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
P .  

w Therc are many opportunities in British Colum- 
bia to develop new deposd and to purchase 
high quality limestone and dJomite. 

Limestone roduced in British Columbia pri- 
marily suppies three local cement plants, two 
lime plants and a number of kraft pulp mills 
scattered throughout the p r m e .  

These o~erations consumed 53% of B.C.'s 1990 
limestode production; 32% vhs cxpqrted to 
Washington and,Oregon for cemcnt, 11me and 
glass manufacturing and in fders and p~gments. 

Limestone is crushed and ground for various 
domesttc uses such as riprap, aggregate, fillers, 
pigments and soil condihoners. 

Demand for B.C.'s limestone expanded by 33% 
between 1986 and 1990; exports increased by 
28%. 

w The cemcnt sector (domestic and foreign), with I 

an incrcasepf 58% qvcr the same five ycars, had 
the iughest Increase m consumptloa 

The recent completion of Ash Grove Cement's 
new cement plant in Seattle, Washington en- 
sures continued growth in the cement sector. 

Increased limestone consum tion may result 
from tpe +creased capacity o?kraft pulp manu- 
factmug m western Canada. 

w Limestone is ideal for treating various effluents 
from metallic mines. Increased wnsumption 
could result from environmental concerns. 

White 'mestone may be in demand as a coating 
and fder in paper in alkali (acid-free) pro- 
cesses. 

Dolomite consumption is limited to crushed and 
ground white dolomite used for fders (whiting), 
cultured marble, agricultural lime dewrahve 
aggregate and stucco dash. ~ e m ~ d  is 
to rematn steady m southern B n b h  CTSg", 
and Alberta. 

Dolomite c?u,ld also he utiliixd in coptrolling 
sulphur emLcslons from wal fued electrical gen- 
erating plants. 
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