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FOREWORD

The 1994 edition of Geological Fieldwork: A Summary of Field Activities and Current Research is the twen ieth in this
annual publication series. It contains reports on Geological Survey Branch activities and projects during the pa: t year. Th:
base budget of the Branch for the 1994/95 fiscal year was $5.54 million. This budget was supplemented by ar additionzl
$1.4 million, made up of $1 million from the Mineral Development Agreement, $337 000 from the inter-Ministrn Corporat:
Resource Inventory Initiative and $60 ()00 from the Resource Inventory Commission.

The contents of this year’s volume reflect the emphasis of Branch programs in 1994. Reports on two majo: integrate:
studies, the northern Vancouver Island and Interior Plateau projects are grouped together. Each section includ 2s separat:
reports on bedrock mapping, surficial geology, applied geochemistry, drift exploration studies and aspects of met: llogenesi:.
Both these projects focus on regions where major mines have either closed recently (Equity Silver), or will close in the near
future (Island Copper), as a result of depletion of reserves. A similar, though slightly less ambiticus approach has been take1
with respect to regional mapping programs in the Gataga and Kootenay districts. In addition to reports on the Jrogress cf
mapping, articles on aspects of applied geochemistry and mineral deposit studies are also presented. Of partict lar interest
is a brief description cf the Iron Range iron oxide breccia deposits in the Yahk area of the Kootenays, currently beti g explore:d
as a possible analog of the Olympic Dam copper-uranium-gold deposits at Roxby Downs in South Australia. The Driftpil:
lead-zinc-barite deposits in the Gataga district, and three other deposits in the Kootenays, are covered by separate descriptiv:
papers and advances in the understanding of the geology of the Goldstream orebody are outlined in a report yn regionzl
mapping in the northern Selkirk Mountains.

Other major coniributions include 1:50 000 mapping projects in the Tulsequah area of northwestern British Columbiz,
where on-going exploration on the old Tulsequah Chief property continues to generate encouraging results, and in thz
Tatlayoko Lake area. A new metallogenic study has been initiated in the Tatogga Lake area, in the headwaters f the Iskut
River, where the Red-Chris porphyry copper-gold deposit is being re-explored.

On other fronts, eight papers focus on the results and methodology of the province-wide mineral potential assessmert
project and the development of mineral deposit models specifically applicable in British Columbia. The Miristry’s past
efforts to promote development of the province’s industrial minerals potential are reflected in increased private secicr
investment in this area; five papers focus on andalusite, sand and gravel, diatomite, perlite and dimension stone.

This volume also includes four papers from the Mineral Deposit Research Unit at The University of British Columbiz.
summarizing work completed in the Seneca, Tulsequah and Anyox volcanogenic massive sulphide camps.

For a second year, production of Geological Fieldwork to the camera-ready stage has been entirely by the autiiors. Under
the general direction of the editors, authors have been responsible for the input, formatting and lay-out of their ¢ wn papers.
Although challenging and sometimes frustrating to the authors, in-house publication achieves substantial c(st savings
Thanks to John Newell for thorough and timely edits and to Brian Grant for guiding the whole process to compl :tion under
tight deadlines.

W.R. Smyth

Chief Geologist

Geological Survey Branch
Mineral Resources Division
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