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FOREWORD

Geological Fieldwork: A Summary of Fieldwork and Current Research, 1998 is the twenty-fourth edition of
this annual publication and contains reports of Geological Survey Branch (GSB) activities and projects during
1998.

The Branch’s field surveys in 1998 concentrated on under-explored frontier regions and on areas with
established mining infrastructure. Highlights include:

¢+ Completion of fieldwork for the 5 year Nechako Plateau NATMAP project, which is a collaborative effort
with the Geological Survey of Canada and various universities. The focus of GSB work is on the Babine
porphyry belt with its important mineral potential and the Sitlika assemblage for its volcanogenic massive
sulphide potential (pages 1-68).

¢ Year 3 of the multidisciplinary Eagle Bay Project which is utilizing surficial geology and till geochemistry
to look for buried mineral deposits in the Adams Plateau area (pages 223-246, 307-319).

+  Continuation of the Devono-Mississippian VMS project which is mapping potential extensions of strata that
host the Kudz Ze Kayah and Wolverine deposits into northern British Columbia (pages 143-156).

¢+ The McConnell Range regional mapping project which extended existing coverage of the Toodoggone vol-
canic belt in the general area of the Kemess deposit (pages 103-114).

¢+ Examination of a number of mineral deposits and deposit types, such as field investigations of sediment-
hosted gold deposits (pages 165-178 and 179-192), and examination of a number of gemstone prospects
(pages 285-293).

¢+ Initiation of a new NATMAP project in the Foreland Belt in the northeast Rocky Mountains with the GSC.
The westernmost part of the area is being studied by the GSB because of the known lead-zinc mineralization.
The GSB carried out bedrock mapping and mineral deposit studies (pages 81-88, 89-102, 115-126).

¢+ Completion of an aggregate potential study of the Nanaimo Regional District (pages 279-284).

Significant improvements were made to the Branch’s Internet site in 1998. Using the MapGuide (TM) viewer
(downloadable from our site) clients can view, plot and perform sophisticated analysis on most of the Geological
Survey Branch’s geo-referenced spatial information sets (eg. geology, mineral occurrences, geochemistry, geo-
physics, mineral tenure etc.). Some information, such as geology and regional geochemistry, is available for free
download by map sheet or by user defined areas.

The Terrain Stability project, funded by Forest Renewal BC, continued in 1998. The Branch audits digital
terrain data submitted by forest companies in compliance with the new Forest Practices Code and makes this
data available over the Internet. Terrain maps are being increasingly used in mineral exploration, for example,
as an aid in interpreting geochemical surveys (pages 157-164).

The Branch continued to produce print-on-demand publications and moved toward Internet publishing for
maps and reports. Selected geoscience publications can be found at: http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/geology.

Many thanks to the contributing authors, the Ministry’s Communications Division, the Manager of publica-
tions and the Section managers for their exceptional work in making this publication possible.

W.R. Smyth
Chief Geologist
Geological Survey Branch
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